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Freemasonry in England 

By R.W. WARD K. sr: CLAIR 

Chairman o.f Museum and Library Committee 

R.W. Grand Lodge of New York 

The United Grand Lodge of England has ex­
clusive jurisdiction over the Craft Degrees of 
Freemasonry in England and Wales. In the 
provinces and dependencies of the Br itish 
Crown the jurisdiction is div ided among the 
Grand Lodges of England, Scotland and Ireland . 
The Craft Degrees include those of En tered 
Apprenti ce, Fellowcraft and Mas ter Mason . 
There is no degree of P as t Master. H owever , 
there is an ins tallation ceremony for Mas ter's 
elect in wh ich they are inves ted with the 
"Secret s of the Chair." ']'his ceremony is 
known as that of Installed Mas ter. 

England and Wales are divided into Masonic 
Provinces . Each is ru led by a Provincial Grand 
Lodge. The dependencies are divided into D is­
tricts and are ruled by Dis tric t Grand Lodges . 
Both the Provincial and the Dist ric t Grand 
Lodges have a complete complement of officers 
and hold quarterly communications . They have 
cer tain judicial and administrative powers 
allotted to them by Grand Lodge. 

All Lodges within a ten mile radius of F ree­
mason 's hal l in London are classed as London 
Lodges. These Lodges are not formed into a 
Province b u t come under the Grand Lodge 
direc t. A special se t of fees and regulations 
govern these Lodges. 

The general cus tom has been to elect to the 
office of Grand Mas ter a qualified member o f 
the Royal Family and when so elected the 
office is usually held for the life of the occu­
pant. Ann ual elec tions are held but these are 
only a matter of form to compl y wi th the 
requ iremen ts of the Cons ti tution . 

Past Grand Ran k is author ized to be con ­
ferred upon any Brother of abi lity who is a 
member of Grand Lodge . This prov ides a 

method of awarding disti nction to men who 
have perfo rmed o uts tanding service for the 
Craft. 

Individual Lodges are des ig na ted as " Private 
Lodges" and may be chartered upon the appli­
ca ti on o f not less than seven Mas ter Maso ns . 
As in the United S tates to serve as Mas ter o f a 
Pri vate Lodge the Mason mus t have served 
one year as Warden. 

No res tri c tion is placed upon the number 
of Lodges to which an English Mason may 
belong at an y one time. It is a personal matter 
confined t o the individual. The only res tri c­
tion is that a Maso n may not be Mas te r o f more 
than one Lodge at t he same time. ft is no t 
unusual to find an English Mason who has 
pres ided ove r several Lodges or who is a 
member of several Lodges . English Lodges are 
small in membership and p robably would 
average be tween 25 and 50 members per Lodge . 

English Lodges conduct their business on 
the degree of Entered Apprentice. Opening of 
a Lodge in the Fellowcraft or Mas ter Mason 
Degree is limi ted to the purpose of initia tion 
of candidates anJ 1he ins tallation of office rs. 
However, a Mason is not a member of the 
Lodge in the full sense of the wo rd until he has 
received h is Master Mason Degree. Only 
Master Masons may hold office. 

The mode of work diffe rs in form from that 
used in th is country, al though the essent ials 
are the same. The means of recognition , excepl 
for the pass-words differ. T his d ifference is not 
suffi cien t to cause an Amer ican Mason who 
desires to visit an y embarrassment or d ifficulty . 
The information imparted in the English Lodge 
is no more than is imparted in an American 
Lodge. 

The Grand Lodge of England has adop ted no 
standard mode of Work or Ritual. There are 
several types in use . In and around London 
the favori te is the " Emulation Working." 
Elsewhere will be found local work ings. 

Did You Remember the 
Christmas and Entertainnzent 

Fund for The Homes? 

The Chris tmas and Entertainment Fund, 
for The .Masonic H omes a t Elizabethtown , 
provides gifts, not onl y a t Chris tmas time, 
but throughout the e ntire year it provides 
entertainment, a li ttl e spending money and 
numerous other evidences of our love and 
affection. 

You r support of this Fund not on ly benefits 
our Gues ts at T he H omes bu t also the boys at 
the Thomas Ranken Pa tton Masonic Ins ti tu ­
tion fo r Boys, loca ted near The Homes. The 
Fund also helps to make things jus t a little 
more brighter fo r those receiving Home 
Assis tance. 

Your contribution , in addition to your name, 
address a nd Lodge num ber, should be for­
warded to: 

Brothe r· Ar·thur E. 1\<Iyers 
Supel"intend c nt, T h e 1\'lasonic llon~cs 
E lizab e thtown, Pennsylva ni a 

Your generosity wil l be greatl y rewarded by 
the grateful appreciation of the children and 
our aged gues ts . 

Masonic Law in Pennsylvania 
By GEORGE A. A VERY 

R ight Worshipful Grand Secretary 

SECOND, THIRD AND FOURTH PETITIONS 

At or· after the expira ti o n of s ix m o nths 
f1·om the date of his final r·cj cction o n the 
first petition, the r eject e d petitioner may 
prcscn t a second petition fo r initiatio n 
and mcmher·ship in t h e Lod ge t h at r e ­
jecte d him. S uch flel-ition s h a ll he suhjcct 
to the same pr·occcdings by the Lodge as 
in t h e case of the first petition, except t ha t 
it cannot he witlulr·awn until a ballot has 
hcc n ta l<cn and the p e titioner appr·oved. 
A second ballot cannot h e take n on a 
second or s uhscq ucnt petition. 

At or· afte r the expir·ation of one year 
from the r·cjcction on a second peti Lion , the 
p e ti t ione r· may apply in wl"iting to the 
s ame Lodge that r·cjcctcd him to p e r·mit 
him t.o present a thinl petition for· initia­
tion and mcrnher·ship. On r·ece ipt of this 
application, t h e Lodge s hall o rd e r· sa me to 
li e ove r· for· one month, and n o tice s hall be 
g iven to all m e mher·s, that at the next 
s tated m eeting the L"'lgc wi ll a c t on s aid 
appli cation. A t the next sta ted mee ting 
the Wor·shipful Master s hall direct the 
Secr·e t>u·y to r·cad the appli cation , anti 
when the same is rea d , the 'Vors hipful 
Mas t e r· s hall dir·ec t a ballot to h e tal<en 
thcr·eon. If the ballot is n ot unanimo u s, 
it c nrls a ll action h y the Lodge in the case 
for· one year·, aft er· wh ich t h e p e titione r· 
may again apply, when the application 
s h a ll he s ubj ec t to the same proceedings . 
If the ballot is unan imous, the petitioner 
may pr·esen t a th ir·d petition, s ubject to 
the sam e R ules and R egul a tions governing 
the pr·occcrlings in cases of the fir·st and 
secorHI petitions for initiation and rnem­
her·shi p. If the petitioner· is again r·ejeetcd , 
thi s •·ejection e nds all action b y the Lodge 
in the ease. 

T h e Ahiman Rezon makes no pr·ovisions 
fo r· t h e pt·cscntatio n of four·th petitions 
fo r initia tion and mcrnhe r·s hip. Requests 
fo r permiss io n to r·ecch•c s u c h petitions 
mus t he made of t h e G t·mul Lod g e by 
t·esolution of the Lod ge. This request is t o 
b e accompanied h y le tte r s, setting for th 
t h e facts, and g iving good and s uflicient 
reasons and assurances w h y i t is believed 
t hat the objection d oes not no w ex is t. 
" ' i thou t s u ch explanation the G r·and 
1\'lastet· will n o t · pen n i t the r·et(UCSt to go 
hcfor·c the Grand Lod ge. 

When a petition for initia tion and mcm­
h c r·s hip is r·ecc ived hy a Lod ge fr·om o n e 
who has b een !"ej ected in this .Tur·isdietion 
at least ten year s pr·io r to the pr·es entation 
of s u c h peti Lion, all a c tion upon the same 
s hall he s uhjcet to the dir·ection of the 
G mnd Mastct· . 
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A Message from Our Grand Master 
I can hardl y believe that this is the las t time I shall have the privilege 
of address ing you as Grand Mas ter in the Pennsylvania F reemason. 

I trus t therefore that I may be pardoned if I look back to Decem. 
her 27, 1955 when I was ins tall ed as your Grand Mas ter and trace 
brie fl y some o f my activit ies s ince that time. 

Several years before my ins tallation I had decided that if i t wo uld 
be poss ible, and my heal th permi Ltecl, I wo uld like to vis it Lodges that 
had not too freq uently been vis ited by a Grand Mas ter. 

I s incerely hope that my Brethren thro ugho u t o ur great Ju r isdiction 
wi ll fee l that T have so far as poss ible, carried out this plan. I have 
v isited many Lodges remotely dis tan t from my home in Philadelphia 
and the experience has been mos t reward in!!. In all those places that 
J have visited, I have been received wit h the grea test co urtesy and 
hospitality. 

My good wife, Ger trude, in prac ti cally all cases accompanied me 
and the ladies ha ve been mos t gracious in entertaining her and making 
her v is its mos t delightful, during and after our meetings. We both 
feel that we ha ve made man y new fri ends . I t is a most deligh tfu l 
though t and des ire that when my term of office expires on December 
27th next and we should be travelling through our State perhaps at a 
more leisurely pace than is poss ible when serving as Grand Mas ter , 
that we ca n call on so many frie nds . 

T he engagements of the Grand Mas ter come so th ick and fas t that 
there is hardl y ti me to dream over each visit but we hope that when 
we gather all our programs, nice le tters, photographs and other 
material we shall have time to realize what a p leasant expe rience 
we have had. 

I have laid corner s tones, dedicated Lodge Rooms, cons tituted Lodges 
and in all cases I was inspired wi th the enthusiasm and devotion of 
ou r fine Brethren. 

No Grand J\ITas ter cou ld have received finer coopera tio n from h is 
Grand Officers, Dis trict Deputy Grand Mas ters and Officers of sub­
ordinate Lodges . 

The Dis tri c t Deputies have been of invaluable assis tance to the 
Grand Mas ter. W ithout their loyal support the Grand Mas ter wou ld 
indeed have a cl iff1cult road to travel. 

It is mos t unfortu nate that it was not possible for me to accept all 
the in vitations to vis it Lodges, but when we realize that we have 588 
Lodges, i t is humanly impossible fo r the Grand Master to vis it so man y 
in two years . Ye t I ha ve tried to get to mos t of the remote parts of our 
Jurisdi c tion. My mind goes back to Al bion in the Northwes t, U nion ­
town in the Southwes t, Scranton in the Northeas t and Ches te r 
in the Southeas t. 

I am happy to have had the honor of being invited to attend Annual 
Sessions of other Grand Bodies in our Ju risdic tion. I attended the 
Grand Chapter, Grand Council, Grand Cornmandery and Reel Cross 
of Cons tan tine. I was honored in havi ng classes named for me by 
Harrisburg Consis tory and Al toona Consistory. 

At all these visitations the Grand Mas ter was received with all 
the dign ity of h is office . 

One of the ou ts ta nding events duri ng 1957 was the dedica ti on of the 
Hospital Extens ion at the Masonic Ho mes on May 25. I t was of special 
in terest to me as a Philadelphian , since the original hospital was a 
Philadelphia project. I am mos t grateful indeed to the Philadelphia 
Masons who personally contributed $550,000 toward this project. Not 
only individual Masons, but many o ther branches of Freemasonry 
contributed. Benjamin Franklin Cons istory, which I have the honor of 
being a Past Commancler .in .Chief, contributed 316,300, and Lodge 
No. 9, Philadelphia, contrib uted 812 ,000 toward a dispensary . Many 
other groups and clubs con tributed sums, all of which were great­
full y received. 

It was mos t gratifying to the Grand Master and the members of the 
Committee on Masonic Homes to see so man y of our Bre thren and 
their families a t the dedication service. Some 6 ,000 were in the 
aud ience. It speaks well for the interes t of our Brethren in our greates t 
charity, The Masonic H omes a t Elizabethtown. 

I s incerely hope that the work clone by the Phi ladelphia Masons 
may be an inspiration fo r Masons in other parts of ou r Ju risd ic tion , 
where I kno1~ projects for The Homes are being planned. 

It was my hope that the new Recrea tional H all and Mason ic Temple 
at Elizabethtown would be dedicated befo re the end of this year. 
Unfortunately unavoidable delays caused by the s teel s trike and the 
cement strike makes th is almos t impossible. However, I may say that 
the Recreation Hall is finished and very little remains to be do ne 
at the Masonic Temple. 

It will not be long before these beau tiful edifices will be put 
in to operation. 

T he two years pas t will always remain in my memory as the h igh 
poin t in my life. If I have in a small measu re brought our breth ren a 
little closer together , then I am indeed happy. 

For my successor, Brother Sanford M. Chilco te, I wish the best of 
everything. Res t assured my Bre thren , the Grand Lodge wi ll be in 
good hands and all will be well. 

(b~3/~ 
CHARLES H. NrrsCH, Grand Master 



The George Washington Letter 
By W ILLIAM J. P ATERSON 

Librarian and Curator of Grand Lodge 

Tlli."i articl e concerns a letter addressed to the Grand Lodge 

of Pentuy lvania by George JT' asl.ing ton , Deccn-..be r 27, 1796 

At various times in the past the Librarian has been visited by several 
persons who believed they had in their possession the original le tter 
addressed to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania by Brother George 
Washington, December 27, 1796. At the present ti me we learn of 
another person who believes he has found the original letter. To 
finally se ttle this misunderstanding in the minds of those who find 
facsimiles of this very important letter in the future, let us here 
present the true story. 

On September 18, 1796, President George Washington issued his 
farewell address, His second term was drawing to a close; the term 
had been a more or less exciting one: The passing of the Neutrality 
Act; Genet's appeal from the executive to the people; the Fugitive 
Slave Act ; the Whiskey Insurrection in western Pennsylvania; the 
adoption of the Eleventh Amendment ; the purpose of peace from 
Algiers, Tripoli and Tunis; the troubles with Great Britain abou t the 
non.delivery of the Mi litary posts, and later the Jay Treaty, all came 
within Presiden t Washington's second and last term. 

During these troublous times Washington had no stauncher sup­
porters than his Masonic Brethren of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. 
Further, that Washington kept more or less in touch with them is 
shown by the fact that he attended services at St. Paul 's Episcopal 
Church, on Third Street below Walnu t, on St. John's Day Decem­
ber 27, 1793, where a chari ty sermon was preached by Rev. Brother 
Samuel Magaw, D.D., Vice-Provost of the University of Pennsylvania, 
before the Grand and Subordinate Lodges for the purpose of increasing 
the relief fund, for the widows and orphans of the Yellow Fever 
epidemic which ravaged the capital city during the past summer. 

When the Brethren found that Washington positively declined 
reelection in 1796, and that John Adams was elected to succeed him 
on the fourth of March following, the Brethren of the Grand Lodge at 
their Quarterly Communication, December 5, 1796, determined that 
it would be right and proper to present him with an address before his 
retirement from office, whereupon, it was resolved:-"On motion 
and seconded, that a committee be appointed to frame an address to 
be presen ted on the ensuing Feast of St. J?hn, December 27, to the 
Great Master Workman, our Illustrious Brother Washington, on the 
occasion of his intended retirement from Public Labor, to be also laid 
before the said Grand Lodge on St. John's Day." 

At a Grand Lodge held on St. John's Day, December 27, 1796, at 
Philadelphia "The Committee appointed to prepare an Address to our 
Brother George Washington, President of the United States, presented 
an address by them drawn up, which was ordered to be read, and was 
in the words following, to wi t :-

"To George Washington, President of the United S tates 

"Most Respected Sir and Brother, 

" Having announced your intention to reti re from Public 
"Labour to that Refreshment to which your preeminent 
"Services fo r near Hal f a Century have so justly entitled you. 
" Permit the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania at th is last Feast 
"of our Evangelic Master St. Joh n, on which we can hope for 
"an immediate Communica tion wi th you to join the gra teful 
"Voice of ou r Country in Acknowledging that you have ca r­
"ried forth the Principles of the Lodge into every walk of 

"your life, by your constant Labours for the Prosperity of that 
"Country, by your unremitting Endeavours to promote 
"order, Union and Brotherly Affection amongst us, and lastly 
" by the Vows of your Farewell Address to your Brethren and 
" Fellow-Citizens. An Address which we trust Our Children 
"and Our Children's Children will ever look upon as a most 
" invaluable Legacy from a Friend, a Benefactor and a Father. 
"To these our grateful Acknowledgements (leaving to the 
" impartial Pen of His tory to record the important Events 
"in which you borne so Illustrious a part) permit us to add 
"our most fervent prayers, that after enjoying to the utmost 
"of Human Life, every Felicity which the Terrestrial Lodge 
"can afford, you may be received by the great Master Builder 
"of this World and of Worlds unnumbered, into the ample 
"Felicity of that Celestial Lodge in which alone distingu ished 
"Virtues and distinguished Labou rs can be eternally regarded. 
" By unanimous order of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 
"at their communication held the 27th Day of December 
"Anno Domini 1796." William Moore Smith 

It was then moved and seconded that the same be adopted. On 
motion and seconded, it was agreed that a committee be appointed 
to wait on Brother Washington to acquaint him it is the intention 
of this Grand Lodge to presen t an address to him, and to know what 
time he shall be pleased to appoint to receive it. The committee 
appointed to perform this duty, who after having waited on him, re­
ported that he had appoi nted tomorrow, December 28, 1796, at 
twelve o'clock to receive it. The commi ttee together with the Righ t 
Worshipful Grand Master, Grand Officers, and the Masters of the 
different Lodges in the City, were appoin ted a Deputation to present 
the said address. 

P resident Washington received the August deputation of the 
Brethren a t the appointed time; the address was read before him by 
the Rev. Brother William Smith, D.D. , whereupon he returned them 
a reply. This original document is s till in the Library of the Grand 
Lodge of Pennsylvania, is entirely in the handwriting of Washington 
and signed by him, viz. :-

" Fellow-citizens and Brothers 
"of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 

" I have received your address wi th all the feelings of 
"brotherly affection mingled with those sentimen ts, for the 
"Society, which it was calculated to excite, To have been, in 
"any degree, an instrument in the hands of Providence, to 
"promote order and union, and erect upon a solid foundation 
" the true principles of government, is only to have shared 
" with many others in a labour, the result of' wh ich let us hope, 
"will prove through all ages, a sanctuary for bro thers and 
"a Lodge for the Virtues,-permit me to reciprocate your 
"prayers for my temporal happiness, and to suppl icate that 
"we may all meet thereafter in that eternal temple, whose 
" builder is the great architect of the Universe." 

G? Washington 

The copies found from time to time are simply facsimiles of the 
original Washington letter in possession of the Grand Lodge of 
Pennsylvania. 

Heliographic reproductions were made by J. Corbett, 54 N. 9th 
Street, Philadelphia, and were inserted in Volume 1, 1730-1809, 
which consisted of the Min utes and Proceedings of the Grand Lodge 
of Pennsylvania, compiled and published by the Library Committee, 
Philadelphia, 1877 

Freemasonry is Here to Stay 
Proud as I am of Freemasonry, with all 

its meaning and the influence it has had 
for better civilization throughout the World 
I am prompted at this writing to take issue 
with that malignant group who is ever-willing 
to rate "f reemasonry as a trifling institution 
with principles that con lain nothing valuable." 

The student of Masonic history will allest 
to the fact that the profane, the curious, the 
envious and the like, have existed ever since 
Freemasonry was conceived. And the chances 
are that these so-called censurers will be 
around for many, many years to come. 

These same censurers will always find it 
easier to decry something worthy than to 
understand it, and wi th wicked endeavors 
attempt to depreciate that which they cannot 
attain, and then make their necessity appear 
a virtue, and their ignorance the effect of 
choice. 

This turn of mind is the despicable offspring 
of envy, and so sel fish are such men, that they 
would rather prefer having the whole circle 
of the arts and sciences abolished, were it thei r 
power, than that others should be possessed 
of a knowledge which they are not only un­
acquainted bu t undeserving. 

If those who attack knew anything of our 
fraternity, they could not but esteem it, for 
they would be convinced that it is founded on 
the most exalted principles of morali ty and 
social virtue; tending to promote the true 
happiness of mankind in general , the peace 
and satisfaction of every individual in par­
ticular. To censure, then, and vilify what they 
are entirely ignorant of, discovers the baseness 
of their dispositions, and how li ttle they are 
qualified to pass their judgments in matters of 
such importance and scope. Therefore, though 
we should feel sorry for and pity their defects, 
we must, a t the same time, take occasion to 
pronounce them unwor thy of our future 
concern and atten tion . 

Had our fraternity contained nothing com­
mendable or valuable, it is impossible to think 
of it as having existed, and having been patron­
ized by the wise, the good, and the great, in all 
ages of the World. It is most difficult to 
suppose that men, distinguished by every 
accomplishment that can adorn human nature, 
would ever embrace or continue in principles 
which they found to be nugatory, erroneous, 
or contemptible. Therefore, the advice which 
Gamaliel wisely gave the Apostles, might with 
great propriety be recommended to these 
railers against Freemasonry. They may assume 
themselves, that if there was no more in our 
fraterni ty than their little minds suggest, it 
would have fallen to the ground ages past, but 
the contrary being the case, they might well 
conclude that Freemasonry will continue to 
exist for ages and ages yet to come. 

Perhaps it is said that the moral and social 
principles we profess, are equally necessary to 
the support of any and every well-regulated 

society; and such being true, how come that 
Freemasons appropriate the merit of such 
principles to themselves? My answer is that, 
not only are such principles deemed necessary, 
but they are taught and brought in to practice 
in our Lodges; they are familiarized to each of 
us by such a plain, pleasing and peculiar 
method, t hat they seem no longer lessons or 
rules, bu t become inherent principles in the 
heart and soul of every Freemason. 

Within the dispos ition of mankind it seems 
that there will always be that certain per­
centage who makes it their business to asperse 
and ridicule whatever they have reason to 
wonder about or suspicion. These envious 
beings, having just sense enough to perceive 
tha t scandal is more prevalent than praise, 
and looking at our organization through false 
and narrow mediums, seem to form judgments 
that a re congenial and beneficial to themselves. 

If those that censure the Craft have any 
remains of modesty, if the asserters of su'ch 
calumny can ever blush, they are now put to 
their trial. For wh ile they deal so freely with 
the principles and proceedings of persons of 
the greatest honor and distinction, they are 
only discovering to the judicious part of 
mankind the weakness of their minds and the 
wickedness of their hearts. How truly do they 
come under the standard of that description 
which Justis Lipsius, the eminent writer, has 
given us of this type person : 

" Calumny," says he, "is a filthy and per­
nicious infection of the tongue; generally 
aimed by the most wicked and abandoned part 
of mankind, against the most worthy and de-

YOUR CORRECT MAILING ADDRESS 
IS MOST IMPORTANT 

If, at a n y Lime, your m ailing 
add1·ess changes, pl ease n otify 
T h e Aide to The Committee on 
Masonic C ul t ure a ppointed with­
in your Lodge. He is e<tuippcd 
wi Lh a specia l " Cha nge of Address 
Card " that he wi ll process imme­
diately a nd thcrehy assw·e ' you 
of each new issue of "The Penn­
sylvania Free1nason." 

Failure to keep yo w · con cct 
m ai ling add1·css can only •·csul t 
in unnecessary handling of you•· 
m ail a nd the possibility that yo111· 
copy of T he Pennsylvania Free­
m ason will e i the•· be retw·ncd for 
lack of the proper address or th e 
chance that i t m ay get in to the 
hands of the wron g pe rson. 

Your cooperation in m aking 
certain tha t your nan1e a nd ad­
dress is always correct on o ur 
mai ling list is greatly app•·c­
cia tcd . 

serving of esteem, and which wounds them 
unexpectedly. And to whom is it pleasing? To 
the vile, the perfid ious, the talkative. Bu t what 
is its source? From what origin does it pro­
ceed? From falsehood, as its father; from envy, 
as its mother; and from id le curiosity, as its 
nurse." 

Would such persons exercise but a very 
small portion of reason and reflec tion, they 
would readily perceive the iniquity of their 
attempt to depreciate a fraternity that has 
a lways withstood and repelled every attack 
made against it. 

And, fo r everyone' s information, the Mason­
ic fra ternity is still acquiring add itional 
strength and honor. 

Freemasonry is here to stay-no matter 
what its foes may say. -W.A.C. 

Medical Consultants Honored 
at Ninth Annual Testimonial 

Dinner Held at The Homes 

Brothers Charles H. Ni tsch, R.W. Grand 
Master, Scott S. Leiby, R.W. Past Grand 
Master and Dr. C. Howard Witmer joined in 
paying a sincere tribute to the many members 
of the medical profession who comprise the 
P hiladelphia Freemasons' Memorial Hospi tal 
Visi ting Staff at the recent Nin th Annual Con­
sultants Testimonial Dinner. 

Held in Grand Lodge Hall at the Masonic 
Homes at Elizabethtown last October 17, the 
presence of an unusually large number of the 
Consultants and thei r Ladies as well as many 
of the Grand Lodge Officers made this a most 
memorable and enjoyable occasion . 

Brother Witmer, Chairman of the Hospital 
Committee, presided and spoke of the great 
appreciation and love our Guests at the Mason ­
ic Homes have fo r the Members of the Con ­
sultants Staff who have contributed so much 
to their well-being. He paid a fitting tribu te to 
these Bre thren for the marvelous work they 
have done for so many years. 

Brother Leiby, Chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the Committee on Masonic 
Homes, pointed out the great contribution 
these physicians who spend so much time at 
the Masonic Homes are making not only to our 
aged Guests but to Masonry as well. 

Grand Master Nitsch reminded the assem­
blage that while today so many persons in the 
world are inventing new ways of killing people, 
these dedicated members of our Medical Staff 
a re searching out new ways to keep our 
Guests healthy. 

Brother Charles W. Smith , M.D. , who is 
Physician-in-Chief of the Geriatrics Program , 
presen ted Dr. Orhan Sengir, of Turkey, who is 
the first Resident Physician in Geriatrics at 
the Masonic Homes. Dr. Sengir who came to 
Elizabethtown in August is a graduate of both 
the University of Ankara and the University of 
Istanbu l. - A.B.P. 



From Our Grand Secretary's Office 
OUR SEPTEMBER QUARTERLY COMMUNI CATION 

Fraternal Recognition Extended to 
The G rand Lodge of C hina 

The Committee on Correspondence pre­
sen ted the following report: 

"To the Right Worshipful Grand Master, 
Grand Officers and Members of the Grand 
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of 
Pennsylvania. 

On February 8, 1957, a reques t for Fra ternal 
Recognition was received from the Grand 
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of China 
and referred to the Committee on Corres­
pondence. 

The Grand Lodge of China was erected in 
January, 1949, by the six Lodges which previ­
ously had composed the District Grand Lodge 
of China, under the jurisdiction of the Grand 
Lodge of the Philippines ; and wi th the aid 
and approval of the latter Grand Lodge. 

These six Lodges functioned continuously 
until the mainland of China was occupied by 
the Communists. The situation having become 
unfavorable for a suitable con tinuance of 
regular Lodge Work, the Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of China, after more than a year 
and a half under that regime, suspended 
all Lodge activities . 

The Grand Lodge of China had been well 

established, and in 1952 it transferred its seat 
to Taipei, the Capital City of Taiwan (Free 
China) where it continues Lo work. There are 
four acti ve and vigorous Lodges in Taiwan 
whose membership is increasing rapidly. A 
dispensation has been reques ted by another 
Lodge. 

At the last Annual Communication, held in 
November, 1956, Brother Ralph A. Ward, 
Resident Bishop of the Methodist Church in 
China, was elected Gra nd Master. Brother 
W ard was made a Mason in Equality Lodge No . 
940, New York City, in 1922; afliliated in 1937 
with Szechuen Lodge No. 112, Chentgu, 
Szechuen Province, China, and served as its 
Master in 1939; was a member of the Masonic 
Convention which founded the Grand Lodge 
of China in 19tl-9, and was chosen as its first 
Junior Grand Warden. The recognition of the 
Grand Lodge of China by practi call y all of the 
fo r ty-nine Jurisdictions in the United States 
is largely due to his leadership and activi ty on 
behalf of his Grand Lodge. 

Inasmuch as the Grand Lodge of China has 
been lawfully and legitimately established, and 
subscribes to and meets all of our requ irements 
for recognition , your Committee recommends 
the adoption of the followi ng resolution: 

The Imp.ortance of Being a ~~Sideliner" 
Much has been said and much more shall 

be said in praise and recognition of those 
groups of members who accept and serve their 
Lodges in either an elective or an appointive 
capaci ty. The contribution they offer for the 
good of Freemasonry in general and their 
Lodges in particular is worthy, indeed, of the 
felicitation and encouragement expressed 
from time to time. 

There remains still another group of mem­
bers whom we ofttimes fail to recognize for 
their generous contribution to the success of 
our Lodges. This group might very well be 
called the " sideliners"- those members who 
attend the meetings, both stated and extra, 
and taking their place on the sidelines indicate 
by their presence, their attentiveness, their 
Masonic etiquette and their intelligent con­
cern, a personal interest in the welfare of 
the Lodge. 

Being a "sideliner" in the Lodge is a proud 
status and it is hoped that every "sideliner" 
realizes how essential he is to the well-being 
of his Lodge. There is no leader without a 
following; there is no winner without a 
majority ; there is no union without separate 
exis tence. In fact, there could be no Fraternity 
without "sideliners ." 

As has been wisely quoted: "They also serve 
who only s tand and wait." True it is, they also 

serve who attend Lodge meetings, try hard to 
live up to their Masonic obligations, and con­
duct their lives by precept and example in 
accordance with Masonic principles and ideals. 

As the Work in a Masonic Lodge is a mos t 
important phase of Freemasonry, "sideliners" 
can often assis t by reliev ing one of the 
appointed officers at his place. A Lodge can be 
very proud of its "sideliners" when they do 
their Work well. To be able to work in a 
Lodge is a privilege. To be asked to work is 
an honor. 

In addition to this, our Fraternity further 
justifies its existence in the hearts of the de­
voted members by the affection it offers-that 
family tie that binds Brethren together in 
interest and worthwhile aims. 

Another gift the Craft offers is that precious 
gift- the gift of hope for the future- fa ith in 
the ultimate destiny of Freemasonry, faith in 
our country and faith in the world. 

In return for these gifts, Freemasonry asks 
of its membei·s- officers, "sideliners ," and 
inacti ve members, alike-three qualities it 
needs if it is to endure : First, we must have 
par ticipation in Our Lodge- that constant 
mee ting with Our Lodge Brethren that 
s trengthens the spirit and promotes fellow­
ship. Second, we must have loyalty- an in­
tell igent loyalty that pledges devotion to 

RESOLVED, that the request for recogni­
tion by the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of 
Free and Accepted Masons of China be 
granted." 

The resolution contained in the report was 
unanimously adopted at the Quarterly Com­
munication, September 4-, 1957. 

A Masonic Month 

A Masonic month must elapse between the 
approval of a petitioner and his initiation and 
also between each of the three degrees, except 
by virtue of a dispensation granted by the 
Right Worshipful Grand Master. 

A Masonic month is from one stated meeting 
to a slated meeting on the corresponding clay 
in the next ensuing month, and may consist 
of twenty-eight or th irty-five days. A candidate 
who receives a degree at a sta ted meeting may 
not be advanced unti l the next stated meeting. 
One who receives a degree any number of days 
after a stated meeting may not be advanced 
un til the same number of clays after the next 
stated meeting. The controlling factor in 
determining a Masonic month is the stated 
meeting of the Lodge. 

G EORGE A. AvERY, Grand Secretary 

Freemasonry because of what it is and what it 
symbolizes . Third, we must have enthusiasm 
for our current endeavors- fo r the Ritualistic 
and Lodge Work, for the fulfi llment of our 
responsibilities as recommenders, for the wise 
and proper guidance of our candidates in the 
Symbolic Degrees, for the efficient and thor­
ough performance on all committees and for 
our support of The Masonic Homes and other 
endeavors sponsored by our Grand Lodge. 

- W.A.C. 

Their Heads Were Bowed 
I n accordance with Presiden t Eisenhower's 

reques t that the Nation observe a National 
Day of Prayer on October 2, 1957, all the 
Brethren who were in the Masonic Temple at 
Broad and Filbert Stree ts the morning of that 
day gladly joined in the observance. 

Promptly at ll A.M. every person who was 
in the Temple met in the Assembly Room 
where Brother George A. Avery, R.W. Grand 
Secretary, who had been a prominent preacher• 
for so many years, gave a most eloquent , 
impromptu talk on Brotherhood. Although 
arranged on the spur of the moment, it was 
one of the most inspi ring gatherings ever held 
in this historic Temple, s teeped in and dedi­
cated to Brotherhood. - A.B.P. 

Noteworthy Masonic Meeting Places 
IV -THE MASONIC TEMPLE AT CHAMBERSBURG 

By WILLIAM E. MoNTGOMERY 

As far as the writer is able to ascertain, the 
Masonic Temple at Chambersburg is the oldest 
building in Pennsylvania, originally erected 
solely for Masonic use and now utilized ex­
clusively for that purpose. 

Organized Freemasonry in Chambersburg 
_began with the constituting of Lodge No. 79 
on April 3, 1800 with General James Chambers 
(oldest son of the founder of the town) as 
Worshipful Master. The Lodge apparently 
ceased its labors in the summer of 1805, but 
it was not until April 4, 1814 tha t Grand Lodge 
finally and formally vaca ted its warrant. Pos­
sibly on that very day the feasibility of reviving 
Freemasonry in Chambersburg was being 
seriously considered, for not long thereafter 
(on April 23, 1816) , George Washington 
Lodge No. 143 was consti tuted. For a time it 
held its meetings in the Frankl in County 
Court House and then successively at several 
inns. Efforts to secure a more s uitable meeting 
place having failed, a desire to have a home of 
their own began to grow in the hearts and 
minds of the members of the Lodge. This 
doubtless received impetus on June 24-, 1822 
th rough parti cipation by the Lodge in the 
laying of the corner stone of the Masonic 
Temple at Hagerstown, Maryland. 

In any event, a committee was appointed on 
March 6, 1823 to select " a suitable scite," and 
a month later a lot on South Second Street ad­
joining the Methodis t Church was purchased. 
Brother Si las Harry was then paid $5.00 to 
draw plans for a Masonic Temple at that 
location , and advertisements soon appeared, 
asking for bids on a two-story brick building, 
32' x 67' in size. The low bidder was Brother 
Harry to whom the contract was awarded a t 
a price of $2,500.00. He is listed as a bridge 
bui lder, but also engaged in general construc­
t ion. The King Street bridge in Chambersburg, 
much admired for its beau tiful lines and 
st urdy cons tr uction, is his handiwork. 

On June 24, 1823, the corner s tone was 
laid with appropriate ceremonies, including 
a procession from the Diamond to Zion Re­
formed Church , the religious service, and 
exer cises at the building site . On September 
16, 1824 the fi rst meeting was held in the new 
Temple with twenty-eight members present 
together with thirteen visitors (among them 
Owen Aston, the only living Past Master of 
old Lodge No. 79). I t was nearly two years 
later (July 18, 1826) that R.W. Grand Master 
Thomas Kittera and some of his Grand Officers 
came to Chambersburg and officially conse­
crated the Lodge Room. There was the usual 
procession (escorted by five companies of 
infantry and a troop of cavalry) , church ser v­
ices and then the ceremony of consecra tion. 

But, even as this was happening, a chain of 
events had al ready started which culminated 
in the so-called Anti-Masonic Agi tation that 

had a disastrous effect upon George Washing­
ton Lodge, in common with the great majori ty 
of Lodges throughou t the enti re nation. Sub­
scriptions toward the cost of the Temple were 
not paid promptly, membership dwindled, and 
on May 9, 1827 it was deemed expedien t to 
turn the proper ty over to three of the Brethren 
who agreed to advance funds on the debt and 
to hold the deed unt il the Lodge was able to 
reimburse them. Conditions became worse and 
it was necessary for these three trustees to 
assume all debts on the property and take title 
to the same. Four years later the Lodge dis­
continued its work. The Temple was retained 
by the new owners until 1843 when it was sold 
to the Synod of the German Reformed Church. 
Somewhat later it was bought by M. Kieffer & 
Co. who had taken over the business of 
printing for the Synod, and was used by them 
for that purpose. 

George Washington Lodge was reorganized 
on August 20, 1845 and prospered to such an 
extent that by 1859, it was possible to give 
consideration to the repurchase of the Masonic 
Temple property. After securi ng written 
agreements from members of the Lodge to 
loan a total of $2,000.00 (the purchase pri ce) , 
the deal was closed, and George Washington 
Lodge once more came into possession of its 
cherished and much-loved " Masonic Hall." 
The bui lding and grounds were improved and 
repaired, and on October 20, 1860, the Lodge 
Room was consecrated anew. 

Again unforeseen conditions adversely 
affected the Masons of Chambersburg. The 
Civil War began, and on July 30, -1864 the 
town was burned by Confederate troops under 
Generals McCausland and Johnson. 'Fortu­
nately, the Masonic Temple was spared, under 
circums tances of which all details are not 
definitely known .. What probably actually 
happened is that a Confederate officer was 
riding south on Second Street when he saw 
the building and recognized its character. He 
is supposed to have confirmed his bel~f at one 
of the neighboring homes and to hav~t chatted 
breifly with the occupants. At his instructions, 
guards were then posted to prevent the fir ing 
of the Temple and such nearby buildings which 
would have endangered it . Havi ng performed 
th is mission of mercy, the stranger rode on, 
his identity destined to be forever unknown. 

In 1897 the Temple was enlarged by the 
erection of a 25-foot addition at a cost of 
approximately $4,750.00. Again in 1906, under 
the auspices of the so-called Art and Improve­
ment Association (a separate organization 
within the Lodge) additional improvements 
were undertaken at an expenditure of nearly 
$1,300.00. A few years later (1915) the Lodge 
Room itself was decorated by Otto H. DuBrau, 
an accomplished painter, with various symbols 
and other ornamen tations in such a way as to 

elicit the admiration of all who viewed his 
beau tiful work. 

And so it is believed that this historic old 
Temple (in addition Lo the three wh ich have 
previously been described in th is se ries of 
articles) may justly be hailed as a " Note­
worthy Masonic Meeting Place." 

Are You a Stranger in 
Your Own Lodge? 

A Freemason may be himself at fault if he 
is a stranger in his own Lodge, but the Craf t 
is at fault if that same Brother is allowed to be 
a stranger in another Lodge. 

The probable reason fo r a Brother being 
somewhat of a stranger in his own Lodge is due 
to the fact that he has long been conspicuous 
by his absence at the meetings and the officers 
having changed and so many newcomers hav­
ing been initiated he actually knows but a few, 
if any. Lodge attendance is voluntary, and if a 
Member fails to attend, he must accept the 
obvious penalty. 

This strangeness can, however, be remedied 
rather quickly. By attending Lodge, new 
friendships will be established and old fr iend­
ships will be renewed. And, incidently, we 
would do well to remember that to make 
friends it is necessary to be friend! y. Like a 
mirror, the world reflects our own attitude 
directly back into our own faces. 

When a Brother visits a Lodge, other than 
his own, it is the manifest duty of the Brethren 
of the Lodge to make him feel welcome- a 
du ty which is ofttimes neglected. It has been 
wisely stated that " Lodge visitors constitute 
the strongest link in Freemasonry's chain of 
fra ternal good will and amity that encircles 
the globe. Their presence supplies the Lodge 
a rule with which to gauge its own hospitality, 
and furnishes it an insight into the character 
and integrity of the Fraternity in that Juris ­
diction." 

A Lodge that has many visitors can' t help 
but be a well informed Lodge. It can 't help but 
be a popular Lodge, a fr iendly Lodge and a 
Lodge that is ready at all times to accept 
responsibility and handle it with confidence 
and dignity. 

It has also been cited that nowhere is a 
visitor so welcome, nowhere is he so enter­
tained, nowhere is his visit so productive of 
joy and satisfaction to all concerned, as in a 
Lodge that understands the principles and 
purpose of a Masonic examination, and the 
courtesies due the Brother who has proven 
himself worthy and well qualified. There is an 
officer on hand to gree t him. There is a seat 
in the Lodge within a circle of cheerful faces , 
wreathed in true smiles of Brotherhood and 
affection, and there are friendly hands waiting 
and willing to grasp his own. 

Being a stranger in your Lodge or allowing 
a visiting Brother Master Mason to remain a 
s tranger in your Lodge can't help but be 
harmful to Freemasonry. - W .A.C. 


