Grand Chapter Now Has
Charitable Foundation

The Grand Holy Royal Arch Chap-
ter of Pennsylvania has established
the Grand Chapter Charitable Foun-
dation and has transferred to it some
of .its capital assets received as lega-
cies in prior years. The income from
the foundation will be used to support
the present charitable program of the
Grand Chapter, as well as others which
may be selected from time to time as
the funds of the foundation grow in
volume. Several sizeable gifts have
already been received. The Officers of
Grand Chapter hope to enlist the gen-
erous suport of all Royal Arch Masons
as well as other interested donors.

An application has been filed with
the Internal Revenue Service for the
registration of the foundation as a
Charitable Foundation exempt from
federal taxes under the Internal Rev-
enue Code.

All set for another day of “reading, riting *n rithmetic" in their respective classes in the
Elizabethtown Public Schools, are the Children, Guests at the Masonic Homes. Your con-
tribution to the Guest Fund makes it possible to provide “that something extra” for these

wonderful boys and girls of all ages.

Shown above are the two custom-made cases of our Grand Lodge and Symbolic Lodge Jewels,
a gift presented by Bro. Robert E, Deyoe, R. W. Grand Master, to The Uniied Grand Lodge
of England on the occasion of its 250th Anniversary celebrated last June in London.
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Let Us Not
Forget The
'GUEST FUND'

If you have misplaced, or have not
received, a self-addrssed envelope
for your annual contribution to the
Guest Fund for the Masonic
Homes at Elizabethtown, send your
check direct to: Superintendent,
Masonic Homes, Elizabethtown,
Pa. 17022. Be sure to note your
Lodge Number in order that your
Lodge will be credited with your
contribution.

Still Available

The special three-inch bronze me-
dailion, struck by the Grand Lodge to
commemorate the dedication of the
George Washingion at Prayer Staiue at
Freedoms Foundation, is still available
for those interested.

A reproduction of the statue is shown
on the ohverse side and a reproduction
of the Seal of Grand Lodge appears on
the reverse side of the medalilon. £

These medallions may be purchased
for $5.00 each, including boxing and
mailing charges. Make check or money
order payable fo Dedication Committee
and mail te Grand Master’s Office, Ma-
sonic Temple, One North Broad Street,
Philadelphia, Pa, 19107,
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Over 20,000 Attend Dedication
Of Washington at Prayer Statue
Presented to Freedoms Foundation

More than 20,000 Masons and their families saw the
Bro. George Washington at Prayer Statue dedicated in
“ancient Masonic custom and tradition” at Freedoms
Foundation at Valley Forge on September 9.

It was one of the largest gatherings of Masons in the
history of Grand Lodge.

It was also one of the largest crowds ever to witness the
unveiling and dedication of a statue in the United States.

And the 1,800 persons who attended the banquet that
followed the dedication made it one of the largest ban-
quets ever sponsored by Grand Lodge.

The massing of approximately 125 American Flags by
fully uniformed Knights Templars and the thirteen flags
of the original states by the young men of the DeMolay
added the color to the pageantry.

Music for the dedication was provided by the Scottish
Rite Choir of the Valley of Harrisburg and Lu Lu Shrine
Concert Band of Philadelphia.

The procession preceding the dedication included Scot-
tish Rite, York Rite, Shrine and other Masonic Bodies.

The nearly 800 Masonic Lodge Officers from Symbolic
Lodges throughout the Jurisdiction, all in Mascnic dress,
were viewed by Bro. Robert E. Deyoe, R. W. Grand
Master, as one of the greatest gatherings of Masonic
leaders he has ever witnessed.

Buses started to arrive at Freedoms Foundation at 11
am. Before the activities started at 3 p.m., by actual
count, 485 buses were parked in a farm near the dedi-
cation site,

It was estimated that 2,500 automobiles were parked
in special areas adjacent to Freedoms Foundation,

Local and state police did a commendable job to keep
traffic moving into the area. And, after the ceremony was
concluded, traffic moved without any undue delay.

Many of the buses carried Masonic Lodge and Masonic
District signs, such as, “Heading for Valley Forge,” with
the local identifications.

When those in the nearly half a mile long procession
arrived at their proper stations and places, Bro. Fred
Pierce Corson, Grand Chaplain, gave an inspiring invo-
cation, concluding;

“Renew our faith in Thee, as our Father believed in
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A picture taken the moment of the unveiling of the large bronze
statue of George Washington at Prayer, dedicated on Saturday,
September 9, 1967, at Freedoms Foundation, Valley Forge. Shown
with Bro. Robert E. Deyoe, R, W. Grand Master, is Mr. Donald
DeLue, sculptor of the statue, and on the left is Bro. Floyd W.
Hughes, Grand Sword Bearer. In the background is just a portion of
the twenty thousand that attended the dedication, held in “ancient
Masonic custom and tradition.”

faith and tested it and proved Thee to be an ever-present
help in the hour of trouble.

“Send us forth to be witnesses in our lives and dealings,
both public and private, to their Gospel and their faith
and their way, and to Thee we shall give all the praise
now and evermore.”

The highlight of the ceremony came when the Grand
Master and Donald DeLue, of Leonardo, N.]J., the sculptor,
paraded along a 100-yard elevated walkway, lined with
American flags and Lodge Officers, from the outdoor stage
to the site of the statue, to unveil the nine-foot, bronze
George Washington at Prayer Statue,

The statue was a gift to Freedoms Foundation of more
than 250,000 Masons, It overlooks the Congressional
Medal of Honor Grove, where the names of all Congres-
sional Medal winners are listed on small monuments
erected in individual state areas.

After the unveiling, Bro. John K, Young, R.W. Deputy

(Continued on Page 2)
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Support of Many More Masons Needed
To Fulfill Purposes for the Guest Fund

Letters to the Grand Master in answer to his appeal for the Guest Fund
at the Masonic Homes are proof that many Masons and friends of Masonry
understand the Holy Scripture, which reminds us:

“And now abideth faith, hope and charity, these three; but the greatest of

these is charity.”

For instance, a Mason living in a retirement home sent a major portion of

his monthly allowance,

Several widows contributed gifts in
memory of their husbands, former
Masons.

And then a 14-year-old boy sent a
one dollar contribution, with a letter
that stated:

“This money is for the Guest Fund
collection. I read about it in my Dad’s
Freemason paper. I know it's not
much, but I’'m still too young to work,
so I can only send you my week’s
allowance now.

“] love old people and I wish they
didn’t have to get lonely and suffer. I
pray for them and I hope God will
help them to be happy and not be
sick.

“Sorry I can’t give you more money,
but someday I know I will.”

The letter was signed, “Yours truly,
a Friend, R.N.

The letter was postmarked at Nor-
ristown, Pa. The Grand Master re-
quested Bro. Gerald H. Woerner, Dis-
trict Deputy for the 6th Masonic Dis-
trict, to find the boy with the initials
of RN. After many hours of investi-
gation, the boy was identified as
Raymond Nelson, the son of Bro, Mal-
colm L. Nelson, a member of Norris-
town Lodge, No. 620.

The Nelson family visited the Ma-
sonic Homes as guests of the Grand
Master,

Early returns indicate the Guest
Fund is not showing the growth antici-
pated.

Bro. Robert E. Deyoe, Grand Mas-
ter, urged:

“As we approach the Holiday Sea-
son, all of us should be reminded that
Charity is one of the Landmarks of
our Fraternity.

“I do not urge contributions from
those who have greater responsibilities.
However, the vast majority of Masons
should send a contribution, even
though it might only be a small
amount.”

Like Raymond Nelson, many meimn-
bers of the Masonic Fraternity have
made special sacrifices to assist others,

The proof of the above statement is
the fact that the Guest Fund has in-
creased in the past eight years from
$90,000 to $278,000.

Bro. Deyoe has listed the minimum
need for the fund at $250,000. This
is for such expenditures as $10 a
month spending money for each of the
800 guests, occupational therapy pro-
gram, religious activities, holiday ac-
tivities and other related functions.

He pointed out that not one cent of
the Guest Fund money is used for ac-
tivities other than those directly bene-
fiting the Guests. In other words, the
activities that make the Masonic
Homes a “Home” and not just another
institution.

For instance, with the extra money
received last year, special television
sets are being installed in hospital
rooms for those confined to beds,

The Grand Master pointed out that

many other projects can be initiated
if the fund is great enough. All gifts
to the Guest Fund can be listed as tax
exemptions.

Masons who have neglected to send
their contributions this year, or who
have mislaid their postage-free en-
velopes, may make their checks pay-
able to the Superintendent and mail to
the Masonic Homes, Elizabethtown,
Pa. 17022.

In concluding his final appeal on
behalf of the Guest Fund, Bro. Deyoe
said:

“As we approach this important
religious period for all Masons of all
religions, we are again reminded that
the Holy Scriptures say that it is more
blessed toc give than to receive.”

Many Musical Instruments
Needed for Patton School,
Children at The Homes

There is a need for musical instru-
ments for young Guests at the Masonic
Homes and young men at Patton
Masonic School.

Many Masonic Homes’ youngsters
play in the Elizabethtown High School
Band, some with instruments that
should be replaced. Others would wel-
come the opportunity to take lessons
and also participate in band activities.

If a sufficient number of instruments
can be found, Patton School hopes to
start a drum and bugle corps.

Many Masons have serviceable
musical instruments stored in attics.
They can be put to use by sending
them to the Grand Master's Office,
Masonic Temple, Philadelphia, Pa.
19107,

The instruments will be serviced
and restored from monies in the Guest
Fund and immediately put into active
service.

Shown en the left is a picture of some of the 800 Symbolic Lodge
Officers who participated in the Masonic Procession at the dedication
of the Washington Statue, with a view of the main platform in the
background and the three Golden Vessels which contain the Corn,
Wine and Oil used in the ancient Masoric Ritual. The picture in the
center was taken from the statue and shows the Grand Sword Bearer,
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Bro. Floyd W. Hughes, leading the R. W. Grand Master and sculptor
along the specially constructed walk-way between the main platform
and the statue and passing through the uwnuszual corridor formed by
the Sir Knights each holding an American Flag. The picfure on the
right shows the R. W, Grand Master, Bro. Robert E. Deyoe tapping
the base of the statue three fimes, thus making the dedication official.

On the left is a view taken from the rear of the main platform
erected at Freedoms Foundation and showing the vast gathering of
people jammed in the area between the platform and the stafue. A
few of the members of the Scottish Rite Choir of the Valley of
Harrisburg may be seen in the foreground. The picture in the center

Original States.

Testimonial Honors Dr. C. Howard Witmer
On His Retirement from Homes' Committee

On the evening of August 23, 1967,
the beautiful Gold Room in the Hotel
Hershey was the scene of a memor-
able occasion. The occasion was a tes-
timonial dinner honoring Dr. C.
Howard Witmer who had recently re-
signed from the Grand Lodge Com-
mittee on Masonic Homes after serv-
ing continuously for more than two
decades. The Grand Lodge Officers, the
Committee on Homes, Staff members

of the Homes and their ladies attended,

Bro. Robert E, Deyoe, R. W. Grand
Master, with appropriate words of
gratitude, presented Bro. Witmer with
a bronze Masonic emblem suitably en-
graved for the occasion.

Many of those present paid high tri-

Bro. C. Howard Witmer is shown holding
the gift presented at the testimonial dinper
following his resignation from the Committee
on Masonic Homes after many years® service.
A mural, depicting Lancaster County farm-
land, presents an appropriate setting for this
picture of Dr. Witmer who has served his fel-
lowmen in Lancaster County for many years.

bute to this distinguished Brother who
has given a lifetime of service to his
fellowmen through Masonic activity
and in the fields of medicine, educa-
tion, religion and civic endeavors.

Bro. Witmer has served the Lan-
caster County area as a physician for
more than half a century. He held the
appointment of Medical Director for
Lancaster County and was Chief of
Staff at St. Joseph Hospital, Lancaster.
He has also served as president of the
local Tuberculosis and Health Society
and as representative director from
Pennsylvania to the National Tubercu-
losis and Health Society.

He has been president of the Man-
heim Township School Board for 36
years and has long served as director
of the Lancaster Public Library. He
has been president of the School
Board Director’s Association of Penn-
sylvania. Bro. Witmer has been a
member of the Educator’s Beneficial
Association and also a member of the
Board of Directors of the Pennsylvania
Industrial School at White Hill.

In religious activity, Bro. Witmer
has served the congregation of St,
Peter’s Lutheran Church, Lancaster, as
president of the Church Council and
as Superintendent of the Sunday
School. '

Other activities identified with Dr,
Witmer have been leader:ship in Com-
munity Chest campaigns, membership
on the Selective Service Board of Ap-
peal, president of the Rotary Club in
Lancaster and District Governor of
Rotary International, Dr, Witmer is a
member of the Board of Directors of
the Lancaster County Farmer's Na-
tional Bank.

Those fortunate enough to have
known and worked with Dr. Witmer
have been greatly benefitted by such
opportunity. His sincerity, his kindly
manner and his dedication to a lifetime
of service to his church, the Masonic
fraternity and his fellowmen in gen-
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was taken inside the huge tent where the Dedication Banquet was
served in the early eveming. To the right is a plcture of thirteen
young men from Chester Chapter, Order of DeMolay, who took
part in the Processional, each carrying a flag of one of the Thirteen

eral, stand as an inspiration and chal-
lenge to all who would live by the
lessons taught in Freemasonry.

Bro. Witmer is a Past Master and
Trustee of Lamberton Lodge, No. 476,
Lancaster, He is a Trustee of Lancas-
ter Lodge of Perfection and Trustee
of Harrisburg Consistory. He has been
coroneted an Honorary Member of the
Supreme Council, 33°, of the Northern
Masonic Jurisdiction.

Northwestern Ritualistic
Meeting Well Attended

The Sectional Meeting of the School
of Instruction, held in the Mascnic
Temple, Kane, on Saturday, October
7, 1967, was well attended.

The registered attendance was 195
with 47 Lodges of nine Masonic Dis-
tricts being represented.

Bro. Raymond H. Grimm, Instructor
of Ritualistic Work, claims this was
the largest attendance for any Sec-
tional Meeting held in the Northwest-
ern Region.

In full regatia our R. W. Grand Master, Bro.
Robert E. Deyoe, chats with Bro. Frank
Gamblen, M. W. Past Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Western Australia. The get-
together was during the Yune Quarterly Com-
munication held at the Masonic Homes.
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