
Mason ic Homes Policy Listed for Regulations 
The foll owing is inserted to com­

ply with Title VI of the Civil Ri ghts 
Act of 1964 and the Pennsylvania 
Human Relations Act: 
Admissions Policy, Mason ic Homes 

Eli zabeth town, Pennsy I vania 
The Mason ic Homes at Elizabethtown , 

Pennsylva nia are owned and operated by the 
Grand ·Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of 
Pennsylva nia whose exis tence an tedates both 
the Commonwealth of Pennsy lvania and the 
United Stales of America. There are housed at 
the Masonic Homes members. their wives. 
widows and mothers of deceased members of 
the 588 Lodges with in the Commonwealth 
having a total membershi p of 218 ,286 as of 
December 27 . 1979. These Lodges operate un­
der the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge. 

Neither the Constitution of the Grand Lodge 
nor the By-Laws of the Subo rd ina te Lodges re­
stricts membership by reason of race. color, 
nat iona l origin. ancestry. or religious creed 
and there are many amo ng our members who 
are not of the Caucasian race although no 
record is kept of our membership on a basis of 
race. color. national origin. ancest ry. or reli­
gious creed. 

The admission o f ou r members. or their 
wives. widows. or mothers of deceased mem­
bers. to the Maso nic Homes is go verned by an 
elected Committee on Masonic Homes. This 
Committee approves or disapproves appl ica­
tio ns for the admission of members . their rela­
ti ves refe rred to above and chi ldren sponsored 
b~' our Lodges. solely on the basis of need and 
the Committee does not di scriminate by rea­
son of the race. colo r. national origin . ances-

try. age. sex. or religious creed of the 
applican t. 

By virtue of the foregoi ng. the Masonic 
Homes is in compliance with T itle VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and agrees to comply 
with the provisions of that act and all requ ire­
ments imposed pursuant thereto to the end 
that no person shall on the grounds of race. 
color. national origin. ancestry, age, sex. or re­
ligious creed be excl uded from participation 
in. be den ied the benefits of or otherw ise be 
subjected to discrimination in the provision of 
any care or service at the Masonic Homes at 
El izabethtown. 

Specifically the above includes. but is not 
li mited to. the following characteristics: 

1.lnpatient and outpatient care will be pro­
vided on a nondiscriminatory basis ; all pa­
tients wil l be admitted and recei ve care 
without regard to race. color. national origin. 
ancestry. age. sex. or religious creed. 

2. All patients will be assigned to rooms. 
floors and sections wi thout regard to race, 
co lor. national origin. ancestry. age. sex. or re­
I igious creed. 

3. Patients wil l not be asked if they are will­
ing or desire to share a room with a person of 
another race. 

4. Employees wil l be assigned to patient 
services wit hout regard to the race, color. na­
tiona l origin. ancestry, age. sex, or religious 
creed of either the patient or employee. 

5. Staff privileges wi ll not be denied profes­
s io nall~' qualified personnel on the basis of 
race. color. national origin, ancestry. age, sex 
or religious creed. 

6. All facilities of this institu tion wil l be u ti­
lized without regard to race . color. national 
origin. ancestry. age , sex, or religious creed. 

7 . Transfer of patients from the rooms as­
s igned and/or selected will not be made for 
racial reasons: however. any patient may re­
quest to upgrade the room assigned and/or se­
lected at an~' time for any reason provided that 
the room requested is readi ly available. 
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When You Move 
Please Let Us Know 
Copies of "The Pennsylvania 

Freemason" returned to us by the 
Post Offices, due to incorrect ad­
dresses, have become rather costly. 

When your address panel on the 
back page is returned along with a 
Postal Form 3579, we are charged 
25 cents. This is in accordance with 
the Second Class Mailing Permit 
we use in distributing "The Penn­
sylvania Freemason" to y ou free of 
charge. 

You can help us greatly in reduc­
ing this additional and rather un­
necessary postal f ee by notifying 
your Lodge Secretary as promptly 
as you can when your mailing ad­
dress is to be changed. 

Acting promptly wh en your ad­
dress changes also assures you a 
copy of the n ext edition of "The 
Pennsylvania Freemason. " 

Copies of the publication mailed 
with incorrect addresses are de­
stroyed by the Post Offices except 
for the address panel returned with 
the Form 3579. 

Your cooperation and under­
standing is appreciated. 

An old-timer whose income was from 
ferry ing passengers across a river was 
ask ed: "How many times a day do you cross 
the river?" 

"I go as often as I can," he replied. "The 
more I go, the more I get. If I don 't go, I don 't 
get." 

So it is with attending Lodge Meetings. 
The more we go, the more we get out of our 
Lodge Membership. 

Second Class 
POSTAGE 
PAID AT 

Elizabethtown 
Pennsylvania 

FROM SON TO FATHER - Bro. 
David M. Clawson, Past District 
Deputy Grand Master for the 48th 
Masonic District (right) had the rare 
privilege and pleasure of presenting 
a Grand Lodge Fifty Year Masonic 
Service Emblem to his father, Bro. 
Frederick M. Clawson , Past Master 
of Acacia Lodge, No . 355, Blairs­
ville, in the 39th Masonic District. 
The occasion just happened to be 
the 72nd bir thday of our new Fifty 
Year Mason. It was a great evening 
for all . POSTMASTER: Please Include Complete Imprint of Address on Your Posta l Return Clipping. 
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Freemasonry 
Can't Afford 

To Take Time Off 
The mission of Freemasonry is 

never ending. It requires a 24-hour 
day; a seven-day week, and a 12-
month year. 

As has long been the custom, 
many Masonic meetings are "called­
off" for certain months. And, with a 
"call-off," there is always that possi­
bility that some may tend to relax or 
let-up in the performance of our Ma­
sonic responsibilities . 

Living the life of a true and worthy 
Mason is a full-time endeavor. 

Hence, the " call-off" of Masonic 
meetings and the brief let-up in the 
mailing of meeting notices should 
not cause us to relax in the perform­
ance of a Masonic way of life. 

Whether it be during the most ac­
tive months of a Masonic Year or 
during those weeks , so often needed 
for recreation and relaxation , a Ma­
son should be ever mindful of his re­
sponsibilities as a Mason and the 
mission of Freemasonry. 

We should continually remind 
ourselves that we are full-time build­
ers of one of God 's temples- a tem­
ple not made with . hands but 
majestic in our heart. Such a temple 
is an ideal temple and he is a true 
and worthy Mason who works full­
time on such a masterpiece. 

We should continually remind 
ourselves that a temple in the heart 
of a man and Mason is, in a sense, an 
unfinished temple. It is always on 
the rise, with no allowances for cof­
fee-breaks , days off, holidays , "call­
offs ," vacations or even retirement. 

In a day and age when 
indifferences, selfishness , compla­
cency and apathy are forever tempt­
ing the hearts and minds of many 
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GRAND LODGE OFFICERS ELECTED AND INSTALLED- A recent photo 
shows the Grand Lodge Officers elected and installed to serve for the c'ur­
rent Masonic Year. Reading left to right, they are Bro. Arthu r R. Diamond, 
R.W. Grand Treasurer; Bro. Thomas W. Burgess, R.W. Senior Grand War­
den; Bro. Joseph E. Trate, R.W. Grand Master; Bro. Samuel C. Williamson, 
R.W. Deputy Grand Master; Bro. William A. Carpenter, R.W. Junior Grand 
Warden, and Bro. Thomas W. Jackson, R.W. Grand Secretary. 

Ours is a p eculiar Fraternity. It' 
is in no sense a club or an insur­
ance society and it offers nothing 
to any man by way of pecu~iary 
return. It is, on the other hand, a 
Brotherhood, a Fraternity of 
high ideals, seeking to place be­
fore the individual a practical 
theory of living and to h elp m en 
to realize the higher and better 
things of life. 

men and Masons, the miss ion of 
Freemasonry-with its fundamental 
principles , its ritualistic teachings , 
and its time-tested ideals for the bet­
terment of mankind-is both urgent 
and never-ending. 

Freemasonry nor Freemasons just 
can't afford to take time off at any 
time . 

June Quarterly­
Williamsport, Pa. 
The Quarterly Communication, 

Wednesday, June 4, 1980, will be 
held in Williamsport, Pa. The Com­
munication will be h eld in the Main 
Auditorium of the Scottish Rite Ca­
thedral, 348 Market Street and will 
begin promptly at 7:00 o'clock, 
P.M. (E.D. T.) 

You do not have to be a Member 
of Grand Lodge to attend. All Mas­
ter Masons are welcome. 

Our Right Worshipful Grand 
Master was born and raised in 
Williamsport. Hence, it is his will 
and pleasure that a goodly number 
of the Brethren join him in his re­
turn to the "old home town." 
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Quite a Family of Ritualists 

Bro. Harry C. Schauweker, Past 
Master of Crafton Lodge, No. 653 , 
Pittsburgh, was Worshipful Master 
in 1944. Earlier this year, Bro. 
Schauweker had the privilege . of 
conferring all three Symbolic De­
grees on his son, Bro. Philip A. 
Schauweker, in Crafton Lodge. An 
interesting point is that Bro. Harry C. 
Schauweker, Past Master, received 
all his Symbolic Degrees from his fa­
ther, Bro. William C. Schauweker, in 
1930 when his father was Worship­
ful Master of Crafton Lodge. The first 
of a family of Masonic Ritualists, 
Bro. William C. Schauweker, Past 

· Master, continued to confer d egrees 
in his 80th year. He remained active 
until his death in his 101st year and 
died on October 23, 1968, a most sig­
nificant Masonic date. The grandfa­
ther of our newest Master Mason in 
the Schauweker family, Bro. Andrew 
P. Martin, was the youngest Master 
of Guyasuta Lodge, No. 513, Pitts­
burgh, in 1910, and later became one 
of the Warrant Members of John A. 
Brasher Lodge, No. 743, Dormont, 
where he remained most active until 
his death in 1941. 

There is no known ruling on how a Ma· 
sonic ring should be worn. How you wear 
your Masonic ring is your business and no 
one elses. However, it is highly recom­
mended that you wear your Masonic ring 
honorably. 

...._ 

GRAND MASTER AND HIS FLOOR OFFICERS - Shown (left to right) in 
the front row are Bro. Mark H. Ferren, Grand Steward; Bro. James A. 
Gaiser, Grand Chaplain; Bro. Joseph E. Trate, R.W. Grand Master; Bro. Jo­
seph F. Palmer, Grand Sword Bearer, and Bro. George H. Hott, Jr. , Grand 
Pursuivant. In the back row (left to right) are Bro. William L. Carey, Junior 
Grand Deacon; Bro. P. Franklin Hartsel, Sr., Senior Grand Deacon; Bro. 
William H. Siegel, Grand Chaplain, and Bro. William D. Spargo, Grand 
Steward. Missing when photo was taken were Bro. George N. Holmes, 
Grand Marshal, due to illness, and Bro. Ralph B. Rogers, Jr., Grand Tyler, 
who was at his place Tyling the outer door as the Brethren were arriving for 
the March Quarterly Communication. 

MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS FOR 1979 
(Before Complete Examination of General Returns) 

Number of Lodges, December 27, 1978 ...... .. .... . .... ... . 593 
5 

588 
221,397 

Number of Mergers during 1979 . . . , . . , .. , , . . . ....... .. . . . 
Number of Lodges December 27, 1979 . . ... . ............... . 
Membership December 27, 1978 .. .. . ...... ......... ...... . 

Admitted during 1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 851 
Initiated during 1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,699 4,550 

Suspended during 1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,553 
Resigned during 1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 611 
Deceased during 1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,497 7,661 

Net Decrease for 1979 

Membership as of December 27, 1979 

A review of the membership 
records spread over the past fifty 
years reveals that the total member­
ship of 218,286 as of December 27, 
1979, is the lowest it has been since 
1948 when it was 217,581. 

In 1966 our total number of Sym­
bolic Lodges had reached 611. Since 
1966 five new Lodges have been 
Constituted. However, the increas­
ing number of mergers has reduced 
the number of Lodges to 588 as of 
the end of 1979. Two mergers thus 
far this year has brought the number 
down to 586. 

Although the number of deaths 

2 

3,111 

218,286 

each year accounts for the greater 
part of our net decrease, the number 
of deaths reported for 1979 is the 
lowest number since 1961. The 
number of suspensions reported in 
1979, however, reveals the largest 
number per year since 1941. 

One by one we lose the handclasp 
That so warm a welcome gave, 
One by one th eir voices silenced 
In th e stillness of th e grave . 
One by one we miss the faces 
Of the form s we once caressed, 
One by one their names are written: 
Ceased to labor, Home at Rest. 

Mason and His Wife, Guests at Homes 
Contribute Savings to Furnish New Room 

Bro. and Mrs. William M. Brightmeyer 
Guests at the Masonic Homes 

The mail that arrived at the Grand 
Master's Office one day about the 
middle of February this year 
contained a gracious letter and en­
closure from two of our wonderful 
Guests at the Masonic Homes. They 
are Bro. and Mrs. William M. 
Brightmeyer who were admitted to 
the Homes on December 15, 1975. 
Bro. Brightmeyer has been a Member 
of Lodge No. 62, held at Reading, 
Berks County , Pa., since January 25, 
1928. 

Both Bro. "Bill " and his lovely 
wife have been happy and contented 
during their four years and two 
month residence at the Homes. And, 
to express their gratitude for the se­
curity, care and comfort provided 
them, they enclosed a check in the 
amount of $1,500.00 with their letter 
as a contribution toward the renova­
tion program now underway for the 
buildings at the Homes now housing 
the residential Guests. 

True, this is a generous and gra­
cious gesture on the part of Bro. and 
Mrs. Brightmeyer. But, when you 
consider the contribution was 
accummulated from the monthly 
spending allowances they have each 
received plus a few extra cash gifts 
for special days over the past four 
years, their generous contribution 
becomes more impressive. Yes, we 
have wonderful good Guests in our 
Masonic Homes . 

Grand Master Attends 
Sectional Meetings 

Bro. W. Harry Shaw, Jr. , Instructor 
of Ritualistic Work, reports that the 
several Sectional Meetings of the 
School of Instruction conducted 
thus far this year have enjoyed ex­
ceptional Lodge representation and 
attendance. 

An added highlight at several of 
the Sectional Meetings has been the 
attendance of Bro. Joseph E. Trate, 
R.W. Grand Master accompanied by 
one or more of his Elected Grand 
Lodge Officers. The Grand Master 
has been rea l pleased with the pro­
ceedings of the four Sectional Meet­
ings he has attended and says he will 
continue to attend these important 
Ritualistic sessions when his 'sched­
ule permits. 

The Sectiona l Meeting at Pitts­
burgh on March 15th attracted 226 
with 65 Lodges being represented. 

The Sectional Meeting at Union­
town on March 22nd was attended 
by 189 with 39 Lodges represented . 

The sessions at Harrisburg on 
March 29th was attended by 431 
with 84 Lodges represented. 

The meeting at Scranton on Apri l 
12th was attended by 364 with 81 
Lodges represented. 

The meeting at New Castle on 
April 19th was attended by 187 with 
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Have You Paid 
Your Dues? 

Your current "Blue Lodge" Dues 
should have been paid on or before 
the last Annual Meeting of your 
Lodge. Most Annual Meetings, with 
the exception of a few Moon Lodges, 
are held in the month of December. 

If you are not carrying a current 
" Blue Lodge" Dues Card, why not 
forward your check to your Lodge 
Secretary now and preserve your 
Good Masonic Standing. 

If your most recent Dues Card 
reads to the Annual Meeting in 
1978, avoid being suspended by 
making a prompt payment. We do 
not want to lose you. 

Keeping your "Blue Lodge" Dues 
paid when due is not only a Masonic 
obligation - it is a Masonic privi­
lege. 

Prominent Mason Also 
An Active Ritualists 

Word comes through that Bro. 
Floyd E. Mummert , Past Master and 
Trustee of Robert Burns Lodge, No. 
464, Harrisburg, and Secretary of the 
Scottish Rite Bodies, Valley of Har­
risbu rg and also Secretary of the 
Pennsylvania Council of Delibera­
tion , is quite a Symbolic Lodge Rit­
ualist. ·' 

Bro. Mummert has recently con­
ferred all three Symbolic Degrees 
upon his son , Bro. Paul R. Mummert 
in Robert Burns Lodge. 

The privilege of conferring the 
Symbolic Degrees on a son is not ex­
perienced by many Masons. We are 
certain both father and son will al­
ways cherish the pride and emo­
ti onal feelings that gather on such 
occasions. 

39 Lodges being represented. 
The session at Johnstown on April 

26th was attended by 127 with 29 
Lodges being represented. 

The Ser:tional Meeting at St. Marys 
on May 3rd was attended by 105 
with 25 Lodges being represented. 

The remai ning Sectional Meetings 
this year are scheduled fo r Williams­
port on May 10th ; Oil City on May 
17th; Clearfield on May 24th and the 
final one at Phi ladelphia on October 
4th. 



New Appointments by 
R. W. Grand Master 3ln .-emoriam 

Bro. joseph E. Trale , R. w,. Grand 
Master, has made the follow~ng new 
Grand Lodge appointments SI~1ce the 
last issue of " The Pennsylvama Free-
mason:" 

Bro. Roderick W. Albright , Lodge 
No. 423, Shrewsbury, York County, 
as Eastern Regional Instructor, 
School of Instruction. 

New appointments to serve as Dis­
trict Chairmen for the Grand Lodge 
Committee on Masonic Cu lture are: 

Our Grand Lodge and particularly 
the Ritualistic Work phase of Penn­
sylvania Masonry suffered the loss of 
a dedicated Mason on the afternoon 
of Saturday, April12, 1980, during a 
Special Communication of Gran? 
Lodge called for the purpose of dedi­
cating the new Lodge Room of Pale.s­
tine-Roxborough Lodge, No. 135, ~n 
their renovated building located 111 
Roxborough Philadelphia, Pa. 

Bro. Mam:ice A. Singer, Regional 
Instructor for the Philadelphia Re­
gion was Acting Grand Marshal and 
was ' in the process of forming the 
procession for th~ opening of the 
Special Commum.catwn when he 
suffered a heart seizure. 

Bro. Virgi l D. Penn , Ill, Lodge No. 
543, for Masonic District " B" . 

Bro. Stanley F. Graham, Lodge. No. 
334, for the zznd Masonic Distnct. 

Bro. Richard A. Rodibaugh ,.Lod?e 
No. 601 , for the 30th Masomc Dis-
trict. 

Bro. Kenneth J. Faub , Lodge .No. 
676 , for th e 32nd Masonic Distnct. 

Bro. James R. Hill, Sr. , Lo.dg~ No. 
583 , for the 49th Masonic Distnct. 

Bro. Joseph F. Doerr .. Lo~ge. No. 
794, for th e 57th Masomc Distnct. 

Bro. David C. Adams 
Has Been Appointed 

Deputy Grand Secretary 
By unanimous approval by Gr~nd 

Lodge at the Quarterly ~ommum~a­
tion held at Philadelphia on March 
5 1980, Bro. David C. Adams was 
a;)pointed Deputy Grand Secretary 
by Bro. Thomas W. Jackson, R.W. 
Grand Secretary. . 

Bro. Adams received his Symbolic 
Degrees in Dallas Lodge, No . _396 , 
Easton, Pa., in 1952 and served as 
Worshipfu l Master of Dallas Lodge 
in 1960. He resigned from Dallas 
Lodge in 1961 to become th e ~ar­
rant Secretary of General Marquis de 
Lafayette Lodge, No. 795, Easto~1, 
and served as Worshipful Master 111 
1967 . 

Appointed District Dep~ty <?ra.I_ld 
Master for the 9th Masomc Distn ct 
in 1963 and 1964, he resigned from 
that office in late 1964 when he be­
came an employee in the Grand Mas-
ter 's Office. . 

Bro. Singer was transferred to a ~ o­
cal hospital fo llowing anxious m111-
utes of efforts and treatment to keep 
a pulse but expired a short time after 
being admitted. 

Bro. "Maury," as he was calle.d by 
a never-ending list of Lodge Officers 
and Members for nearly forty years 
of dedicated Masonic service, espe­
cially in the Ritualistic and Lo~ge 
Work was a Past Master of Perk111s 
Lodg~, No. 402, Philadelphia. 

Born in 1896, he was made a Ma­
son in 1941. Within a year he was as­
sociated with the School of 
Instruction and in 1944 became a 
Life Member of the Germantown 
School of Instruction. He was ap­
pointed Principal in 1950 a.nd 111 

1961 was appointed the Phi~adel­
phia Regional Instructor: an office he 
served faithfu lly and with true Ma­
sonic dedication until his death .. 

A manufacturer's representative 
for many years, until his retireme~1t 
severa l years ago, Bro. Singer. will 
also be long remembered for his de-

Law and general procedures b~­
tween Gran d Lodges and Symbohc 
Lodaes makes him a valuable asset 
in tl~e Grand Secretary's Office. 

Bro. Adams has been a ful l-tl m,e 
employee in the Grand Secretary s 
Offi ce since 1970 and served as Of­
Ike Manager s ince September 1973. 
His ded ication to Freemasonry an.d 
knowledge of Pennsylvania Masomc 

Bro. Adams is a member of all ~he 
York Rite Bodies and has been active 
in the Scottish Rite Bodies, Valley of 
Allentown, Pa. He is a member of 
Penn Priory, Knights of York Cross 
of Honor; a member and Past Sover­
eign of Mary Conclave, Red Cross of 
Constantine , Allentown ; and was 
Grand Chaplain in 1973 of Grand 
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Bro. Maurice A. Singer 
Philadelphia Regional Instructor 

votion and activity on a nat~onal ba­
sis with the National So]our~1ers, 
composed of commissioned officers 
of the armed services v.rho are M~­
sons. Suffering the loss of a s~n 111 

the Vietnam Era , both Bro. Smger 
and his lovely w ife , Marion , became 
nationa lly knovm for .th~ ir never­
ending efforts in the Missmg In Ac­
tion endeavors. 

Bro. Singer's contributions . to 
Freemasonry, especially in teachmg 
and preserving the purit~ of . our 
Pennsylvania Ritual, a~·e . mestJma­
ble. Our Right Worshipful Grand 
Master su mmed it all up when he 
said : "Bro. Maury," whom I h~ve 
known and respected for twenty-fi ve 
years, is one Master Mason who gave 
his all. " 

Council , Royal and Select Masters of 
Pennsylvania. 

Bro. "Dave" and his wife , Irene, 
reside in Hatfield , Pa. They have 
been blessed with one daughter and 
are equally proud of two wonderful 
grandchildren who keep them young 
and active on their frequent ex­
change of visits between Easton and 
Hatfield. 

The conception of Freemasonry gained by 
a non-Mason comes largely from what he 
sees in us as Freemasons. 

Have You Heard About 

Our Children's Home 

At The Masonic Homes? 

Did you know that we operate a 
Children's Home in conjunction 
\•Vith our Masonic Homes at 
Elizabethtown? 

Since its founding in 1924, there 
have been 650 wonderfu l young men 
and women leave our Children 's 
Home and find their proper place in 
life. During their stay at the Homes, 
they have profited greatly by their 
association with our professional 
Staff and the discipline and protec­
ti ve care at the Homes. 

We have had as many as 60 chil­
dren between the ages of 4 and 18 in 
the Children's Home at one time. At 
present , however, that number has 
dwindled to nine children, five boys 
and four gi rls. One of the boys will 
graduate from High School in June 
and will be leaving to attend Wash­
ington University this Fall. One of 
the girls is also graduating from High 
School and will be leaving to attend 
Nursing School. 

The children have always been 
housed in beautiful and comfortable 
buildings provided by certain wills 
and bequests. These buildings are 
furnished with libraries, recreational 
rooms and a gym. They also have ac­
cess to the chapel, fishing pond, 
playground , tennis courts and swim·· 
ming pool at the Homes. 

Their health needs are adequately 
taken care of by the competent Medi­
cal Staff of our Masonic Homes 
Hea lth Care Cen ter. 

At school age they are enrolled in 
the Elizabethtown Area Public 
Schools and the Mount Joy Vo-Tech 
School, one of the finest. The chil­
dren who require it, are provided 
with tutors during their study peri­
ods at the Children's Home. 

Upon graduation from the area 
schoo ls, funds are made available for 
those children with both the desire 
and ability to pursue higher educa­
tion. 

It is the considered opinion of our 
Grand Lodge Committee on Masonic 
Homes and our Grand Lodge Officers 
that we Members of the Craft in 
Pennsylvania should make a deter­
mined effort to increase the enroll­
ment at the Children's Home at this 
time. 

Surely, there must be many de-

FIVE HAPPY MASONS - Shown presenting a check in the amount of 
$500.00 to Bro. Joseph E. Trate, R.W. Grand Master, for the Masonic 
Homes, is Bro. Harold J. Lee, Past Master of Lodge No. 240, Montrose, Pa. , 
and a member of a special committee charged with arranging a testimonial 
for Bro. A. Ralph Taylor, second from the r ight, who retired as District Dep­
uty Grand Master for the 15th Masonic District after nine years. The testi­
monial was a dinner party attended by 500 Masons and their ladies of the 
15th Masonic District and was held in the Mt. View School, Montrose, on 
Saturday, February 16, 1980. Shown on the lefl is Bro. James A. Gaiser, Past 
Master of Lodge No. 323 and a Grand Chaplain, who was also a member of 
the special committee. Shown on the right is B'fu. Edward E. Tourje, Past 
Master of Lodge No. 472 and a member of the Grand Lodge Committee on 
Finance, who served as Chairman of the special committee. The Lodges of 
the 15th Masonic District surprised Bro. Taylor with a nice gift at the testi­
monial and then added another surprise when they presented this check in 
his honor to the Grand Master at the Quarterly Communication on March 5, 
1980. . 

serving children who wou ld profit 
from what we have to offer at our 
Children 's Home at the Homes. 

The requirements for admission 
are as follows: 

1. Any orphan by one or both par­
ents, or a social orphan (from a 
broken home), or a child who has a 
great need for the care and protec­
tion provided at our Homes., 

2. The chi ld you endorse pmst be 
sponsored by one of our Blue 
Lodges. 

The first step is to contact the Sec­
retary of the Blue Lodge selected to 
sponsor the child and request the 
necessary application form. 

If you feel that you wou ld like fur­
ther clarification before approaching 
the Blue Lodge, feel free to contact 
the Office of the Grand Master, either 
by telephone 215-988-1920, or by 
writing to the Office of the Grand 
Master, Masonic Temple, One North 
Broad Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
19107. 

5 

Popular Ladies' Pin 
Is Still Available 

·' 

The Pennsylvania Ladies' Pin, intro­
duced in May 1979, has made quite a 
hit among the ladies. 

This attractive pin has been ac­
claimed by not only Pennsy lvania 
Masons, but by a number of the other 
jurisdictions. It is one of the most 
attractive , tangible expressions of 
appreciation of the Masons of Penn­
sylvania to their ladies. 

So popu lar has this pi n become 
that a new suppl y has been ordered 
and processed by the manufacturer 
and they are once again available ei­
ther for a s ingle pin or in quantities. 

The purchase price of the pin is 
$3,00 and covers the actual cost of 
manufacture and distribution. You 
may order th e pin by writing to th e 
Office of the Grand Master , Masonic 
Temple , One North Broad Street , 
Philade lphia , Pa. 19107. An en­
closed check should be made pay­
able to the Grand Secretary. 



pared i? a?vance of the Seminar, were distributed to 
each D1stnct Deputy Grand Master pr1'or to h · h ld A 

1 
eac ses-

SI?n . e . arge three-ring binder issued to each 
Distnct Deputy Grand Master when he · t d 

d fil 
regis ere 

serve ~o e the papers and booklets handed out. 
When fill ed, the three-ring binder weighed fourteen 
and a half pounds. 

The dates of Friday and Saturday, March 14th and The subjec~s covered at the various sessions were 
15th, 1980, will long be remembered by our present many. They mcluded: Lodge visits, dispensations 
corps of District Deputy Grand Masters, all the Grand ~~rrespondence, record keeping, audits, responsibil~ 

Two-day Seminar for 
District Deputy Grand 
Masters Well Received 

Lodge Elected Officers, several of our R. W. Past Illes of Lodge Secretaries, processing reports for 
Grand Masters, members of the Grand Master's and Grand Lodge, S~h?ol~ of Instruction and the Ritual, 
Grand Secretary's Staffs, the Grand Lodge Commit- Gran? Lodge VISitatiOns, programming for Lodge 
tee on Masonic Culture, the Instructor of Ritualistic iv!eetmgs, qualifications of Lodge Officers, the Profi-
Work, and a few of our friends who are experts in cwncy Progra.m , Masonic Temples, Halls and Lodge 
their chosen professions. H.ooms, apph.cants for admission to the Masonic 

The occasion was another first for our Grand l-!0~11es, ?hyslcal qualifications of candidates, our 
Lodge. It was a well-planned and excellently ex- Children s H?me, our Youth Program, Home Assist-
ecuted Training Seminar for District Deputy Grand ance, Mason~c Law, required tax forms and other 
Masters , designed by Bro. Joseph E. Trate, Right government forms to be fil ed , Lodge finances and 
Worshipful Grand Master. ~ecommended ways to invest funds , and many other 

The site selected was the ever-popular and spa- IS~ u e.s that were prompted by questions posed by the 
cious Host Inn, located along many approaching Dlstnct Deputy Grand Masters. 
highways near Harrisburg, Pa. Despite an As you w ill note from the accompanying photos 
unwelcome intruder, the year 's heaviest snow fall the dress, as directed by the Grand Master, was infor~ 
that made its appearance in Pennsylvania on Thurs- m.al and casual. The Grand Master warned the Dis­
day, March 13th, sixty-three of our seventy District tnct Deputy Grand Masters that the Seminar was to 
Deputy Grand Masters registered and participated in be a real working session and he wanted all to be 
the rather rugged agenda that began following a comfortable and at ease. Well, there were a few jack­
luncheon served at Noon Friday. ets and .a few ties, not many. The Junior Grand War-

The agenda for the Seminar, designed by the ~endpal~l th1~ penalty by having his $17.00 Pierre 
Grand Master and his Committee on Arrangements, ar 111 ti e c 1pped right below the knot. 
consisted of twelve 50-minute sessions spread over a . lt was the consens~s of all who participated in this 
5-hour period on Friday afternoon; a 3-hour period first of all such Semmars for District Deputy Grand 
on Saturday morning; and a 4-hour period on Satur- Masters th~t it was a successful endeavor. Just how 
day afternoon. The Grand Master conducted interest- successful 1t was, only time will tell. It is the hope of 
ing critiques and general discussion periods a.ll that. the Symbolic Lodges th rough out the Jurisd ic­
following dinner on Saturday evening and also fol- t~on wdl prosper from the knowledge and inspira­
lowing the Noon luncheon and evening meal on Sat- twn ou~ Distr~c t Deputy Grand Masters can now 
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urday. share With the1r respective Lodges. 
Each District Deputy Grand Master was assigned One of the ?1any highlights of the two-day Semi-

to one of three conference rooms set up for the sev- na~ was the lugh level of sociability and fellowship 
era! sessions. The several instructors, most of them ~~denced among all who participated. It was great. 
our own Grand Lodge Officers, Staff members, Ma- e s~veral hours together enabled us to get better 
sonic Culture leaders, Ritualistic authorities , and a ?

1
cquamted and, in a sense, become a close-knit fam­

few experts on finances, investments and taxes, then ~ Y. of Brothers working for the cause and the well­
rotated on schedule so that all three conference ~mg of Pennsylvania Masonry. Of the many casual 
rooms receiv~d the same instruction. ~a~·n~ents reco~de~. one s~ems to sum it all up. It 

Packets of literature, forms , booklets, etc ., etc., pre- · Why don t we do this more often?" 
7 



Explanation of the 
Two Masonic Homes 

In answer to a question raised now 
and then relative to the Masonic 
Homes located at Elizabethtown, Pa. , 
and the Masonic Home of Pennsyl­
vania located now at 801 Ridge Pike, 
Lafayette Hill, Pa., just outside of 
Philadelphia, we offer the fo llowing 
ex planation : 

The Masonic Homes at Elizabeth­
town, Pa., are owned and operated 
by th e Grand Lodge of Free and Ac­
cepted Masons of Pennsylvania with 
its headquarters located in the Ma­
sonic Temple, One North Broad 
Street, Philadelphia , Pa. A Commit­
tee on Masonic Homes composed of 
thirteen Members of Grand Lodge is 
elected annually by the Grand Lodge 
to oversee the administration of the 
Mason ic Homes at Elizabethtown. 

We rely on all Pennsylvania Sym­
bolic Lodges, Pennsylvania Masons 
and interested friends of Pennsylva­
nia Masonry for contributions to 
help maintain the Masonic Homes at 
Elizabethtown . 

The Masonic Home of Pennsylva­
nia, Lafayette Hill, Pa., and formerly 
located at 3333 North Broad Street, 
Philadelphia, is conducted by Ma­
sons and is for Masons and their de­
pendents. It is a private corporation 
and receives no financial support 
from th e Grand Lodge. However , 
Pennsylvania Masons, especially 
those residing in the Greater Phila­
delphia Area and parts not too dis­
tant, have been contributing to the 
Masonic Home at Lafayette Hill for 
man y years. 

Grand Master Plans to 
Hold 68 District Meetings 

In his determination to help 
strength en Freemasonry at the "Blue 
Lodge" level , Bro. Joseph E. Trate, R. 
W. Grand Master, is adding another 
facet to his ambitious program and 
schedule. 

The Grand Master has a desire to 
reach every Symbolic Lodge in our 
jurisdi ction through a concept of 
" Distr ict Nights," in which one 
Lodge will act as host for the remain­
der of th e Lodges in a given Masonic 
District. 

Two such "District Nights" have 
been held thus far and each one 
proved to be a successful and re­
warding occasion. 

Bob Wood of Carlisle is 
Outstanding Competitor 

tJ!Jin 
Bros. Robert and Richard Wood 

A Son and a Proud Father 

We learn from recent news cover­
age around the coun try that Bro. 
Richard S. Wood, District Deputy 
Grand Master for the 3rd Masonic 
District, and Mrs. Wood have raised 
a son who has become one of our 
N.C.A.A. Diving Champions. 

Bro. Robert Wood, shown above 
with his Dad , was Entered, Crafted 
and Raised by his Dad in Cumber­
land Star Lodge, No. 197, Carlis le, in 
1979. Active in the Order of 
DeMolay prior to petitioning the 
Craft, Bro . Robert Wood was a Senior 
DeMolay and Pas t Master Counc ilor 
of the Carlisle Chapter, Order of 
DeMolay. He received both the Rep­
resentat ive DeMolay and Honorary 
Chevalier Awards. 

Bro. Robert Wood is now a seni or 
at Shippensburg State College and 
has been ma joring in accounting. At­
tracted to diving, a sport in wh ich he 
has excell ed , he is a three-time All 
American diver. During the 1979 
N.C.A.A. competiti ons, Bro. Bob 
earned All American by plac ing in 
the ninth position in one meter div­
ing. This year he has earned two All 
American honors by placing seventh 
in both one meter and three meter 
competition. In the one meter and 
three meter competi tions of the Divi­
sion II, of the PSCAC Pennsylvania 
Conference Championships held re-
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Grand Lodge Officer's 
Three-Month Itinerary: 

The schedule of activities for the 
Grand Lodge Officers for the next 
three months includes : 

June 4-Meeting of Grand Lodge 
Committee on Finance; session with 
District Deputy Grand Masters; 
Quarterly Communication, all held 
in Williamsport , Pa . 

June 20-0rder of DeMolay An­
nual Conclave at Tamiment in the 

. Poconos. 
June 21-Grand Master attends 

Ceremonial of Lulu Temple, 
A.A.O.N.M.S . New class named in 
his honor. 

June 26 and 27-Committee on 
Masonic Homes, Elizabethtown, Pa. 

July 11 and 12-Pennsylvania 
Council of Deliberation at Altoona. 

July 13 and 14-Eleventh Annual 
Northeast Conference of Grand Mas­
ters, Deputy Grand Masters ar1d 
Grand Secretaries, Philadelphia. 

July 13 and 14-Supreme Assem­
bly (National) International Order of 
the Rainbow for Girls. 

July 24 and 25-Committee on 
Masonic Homes, Elizabethtown, Pa. 

August 8 and 9-0rder of 
DeMolay training sessions for key 
members at Patton Campus. 

August 14 through 16- Grand As­
sembly, Pennsylvania, Ord er of the 
Rainbow for Girls at Pennsylvania 
State University, State College. 

August 21 and 22-Committee on 
Masonic Homes, Elizabethtown , Pa. 

cently at Indiana University, Bro. 
Bob earned gold medals , taking first 
in both events. 

At a recent awards banquet of 
Shippensburg State College, Bro. 
Bob was awarded the Outs tanding 
Competitor Award for the national 
recognition he has earned . 

Although Bro. Bob is now consid­
ering his career plans desiring to 
move into corporation management, 
he tells us that he has already had of­
fers from three universities to serve 
as diving coach while doing gradu­
ate work for an MBA. 

We congratulate Bro. Richard 
Wood, District Deputy Grand Mas­
ter, Mrs. Wood and Bro. Bob for all 
they have accom plished and wish 
them continued success in every ef­
fort. 

SCHUYLKILL LODGE EARNS ENERGY A WARD - Bro. John R. 
Zimmerman, Trustee and Chairman of the Fund Raising Committee for 
Schuylkill Lodge, No. 138, Orwigsburg, Pa., looks on while Mr. Paul Stew­
art of the Pennsylvania Power and Light Company presents an engraved 
clock to Bro. Phaon R. Herb, Past Master and President of the Schuylkill 
Masonic Temple Association, in recognition of the energy saving efforts of 
the Temple Association . Mr. Frank Rogers of the P. P. & L., on the ri~ht, 
adds his approval. The new Masonic Temple of solid masonry construction 
is well insulated and is heated and air conditioned by two five ton heat 
pumps. They are backed-up by a series of conventional electric heaters. The 
new Lodge Room was dedicated on November 10, 1978. 

Summer Youth Program 
Ready to Go at Patton 

Plans and arrangements for the 
Summer Youth Activities Program, 
sponsored by our Grand Lodge and 
arranged by the Grand Lodge Com­
mittee on Youth Services, have been 
finalized and soon the Patton 
Campus will come alive with activ­
ity. 

The Pennsylvania Order of the 
Rainbow for Girls and their Advisors 
will arrive for two separate four-day 
sessions between June 12 and June 
18. 

The Pennsy lvania Order of Job's 
Daughters and their Advisors will ar­
rive for two separate four-day ses­
sions between July 17 and July 23. 

Then the Pennsylvania Order of 
the Rainbow for Girls and their Ad­
visors will arrive for two more sepa­
rate four-day sessions between July 
24 and July 30. 

It is estimated that nearl y 600 of 
the girls and their Ad visors will par­
ticipate in these Summer sessions 
designed for recreation , training and 
character building. 

On the week-end of August 8, 9 
and 10, a full capacity of 120 
DeMolays representing the key 

members of the DeMolay Chapters 
throughout Pennsylvania, will in­
vade the Patton Campus for a Lead­
ership Training Seminar as the 
guests of our Grand Lodge. 

Additional DeMolay activities, 
using the Patton Campus, are in the 
planning stage for the balance of the 
year and early next year. 

A New Member Speaks 
I see you at the meetings, but you 

never say hello; 
You're busy all the time witl1 Mem­

bers you already know. , 
I sit among the Brethren, yet I'm a 

lon ely guy; ' 
Other new Members sit with me as 

you pass us by . 
You accepted us and you talk of f el­

lowship; 
Surely, you could cross the room, 

but you've never made the trip. 
Why can't you nod and say hello, or 

stop and shake a hand; 
Then join your other friends, we 

would understand. 
I'll try to attend more meetings, on 

that you can depend; 
So, why not introduce yourself, 
I want to be your Brother and y our 

frien d. 
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Members Blessed with 
Long Life and Service 
Bro. Robert L. Crum, Jr. , Secretary 

of St. John's Lodge, No. 219, Pitts­
burgh, shares with us a listing of six­
teen Members who have sixty or 
more years of Masonic service. They 
are as follows, showing the year of 
their birth and the year they were 
Entered: Bro. Edward P. Schempp 
1883, 1906; Bro. Sherwood A. 
George 1886, 1910; Bro. Earl W. 
Gardner 1890, 1911 ; Bro. Walter W. 
Aulenbacher 1889, 1916; Bro. Harry 
G. McComb 1892, 1916; Bro. Wil­
liam A. Schmelz 1888, 1916; Bro. Ar­
thur Schoenberger 1892, 1916; Bro. 
John D. C. Miller 1890, 1919; Bro. 
William S. Brown 1893, 1920; Bro. 
Raymond W. Moore 1894, 1920; Bro. 
Howard W. Curry 1899, 1920; Bro. 
Jesse 0. Daker 1887, 1920; Bro. Allan 
R. Herlehy, Past Master 1899, 1920; 
Bro. Henry H. Tully 1899, 1920; Bro. 
Elmer Wagner 1893, 1920, and Bro. 
Walter Zimmerman, Past Master, 
1893, 1920. 

A FITTING HONOR - Bro. Robert 
G. Hibberd, Past Master and a War­
rant Member of Unity Lodge, No. 
719, held at Ardmore, Pa., is shown 
on the left receiving an engraved 
plaque in recognition of his 51st 
year as a Past Master of Unity 
Lodge. Making the presentation is 
Bro. Edward W. White, who was the 
Worshipful Master on the evening of 
November 9, 1979, the Stated Meet­
ing, when the recognition was made. 
On that same evening, Past Master's 
Night, fifteen Past Masters were 
present representing 286 years of 
Masonic service. 



I 

I 
F 
s 
I= 
a 
fJ 
p 
tl 
d 
IE 
l'v 
n~ 

G 
I-l 

st1 
Lc 
w 
fat 
sc 

re< 
)Ui 
"C 
Lo 
d e 
Di: 

be£ 
pre 
wa 

Another Field Agent 
Honored by M.S.A. 

Bro. Julian R.V. Johnson 

Field Agent for the 
Masonic Service Association 

of the United States 

Bro. Julian R.V. Johnson was re~­
ognized at the Quarterly Commum­
cation of Grand Lodge on March 5, 
1980, w hen h e was presented with 
the coveted Award Certificate of the 
Masonic Service Assoc iation of the 
United States. The Award Certificate 
was in recognition for ten years of 
dedicated service for the Veteran 's 
Hospital Vis ita tion . Progr~m con­
ducted by the Masomc Serv1ce Asso­
ciation. Bro. Johnson has been the 
Field Agent for this worth~ c?ari t~ at 
the Oakland Veteran Admm1stratwn 
Hospital, Pittsburgh. . 

It would take pages to list the ac­
complishments of Bro. Johnson du~­
ing his lifetime. Ar~d t~ro~ghout h1s 
many years of act iv ~ ty m h1s ~ommu­
nity, h is church , h1s professto!'l and 
in Freemasonry , hi s first love 1s that 
of serving others. 

Bro. Joseph E. Trate, R.W. ~rand 
Master, during the presentatton of 
the Award Certificate to Bro. John­
son, added an extra dimension to the 
occasion by inviting Bro. P~ul S. 
Stewart, our first Field Agent m the 
Veteran's Hospita l Visitation Pro­
gram to participate in the presenta­
tion ceremony. Bro. Stewart was 
appointed a Field Agent on October 

"Sideliners" Are Important, Too! 

Much has been said and much 
more shall be said in praise and rec­
ognition of Membe~s w~10 accept and 
serve their Lodge 111 mther an elec­
tive or an appointed capacity. The 
contribution they offer for the goo? 
of Freemasonry in general and then 
Lodge in particular is worthy of the 
felicitation and encouragement ex­
pressed from time to time. 

There remains still another group 
of Members whom we ofttimes fail t? 
recognize for their generous contn­
bution to the success of our Lodges. 
This group might very well be called 
"Sideliners" - those Members who 
attend the meetings and; taking their 
place on the s idelines, indicate by 
their presence , their attent!veness 
and their loyalty, a personal111terest 
in the welfare of the Lodge. 

Being a "Sideliner" in the Lodge is 
a proud status and it is hoped· that 
every "Sideliner" realizes. how e~­
sential he is to the well-be111g of h1s 
Lodge. There is ~o leade~ witho~t a 
following; there ts no w mner With­
out a majority. Hence, it is difficult 
to conceive how a Lodge can endure 
without "Sideliners ." 

As has been wisely quoted: "They 
a lso serve who only stand and wait. " 
True it is, they also serve who attend 
Lodge meetings, try h~rd ~o live up 
to their Masonic obh gatwns, and 
conduct their lives by p recept and 
example in accordance with Ma­
sonic principles and ideals. 

A Lodge can be proud of its "Side­
liners" when they do their Lodge 
Work well. As Lodge Work is an im­
portant phase of Freemas.onrx, .the 
Lodge should encourage 1ts Side­
liners" to participate in the Lodge 
Work. To. be able to Work is a privi­
lege in a Masonic Lodge. To be ~sk.ed 
to Work in a Masonic Lodge 1s m ­
deed an honor. 

In addition to this, our Fraternity 
further justifies its existence in the 
hearts of its devoted Members by the 
affection it offers - that family tie 

2, 1968 for the Philadelphia Naval 
and Veteran's Hospitals. 

Both of these Master Masons are 
giants in an exclusive and dedicated 
group of Field Agents who are serv­
ing mankind in the name of Free­
masonry . 
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that binds Brothers together in inter­
ests and aims. 

Another gift the Craft offers is that 
precious gift - the gift o~ hope for 
the future, faith in the ulhma~e des­
tiny of Freemasonry, faith 111 our 
country, and faith in th~. world. 

In return for these g1fts , Freem~­
sonry asks its Members - t~e O~fi­
cers, "Sideliners," and I~a.chv.e 
Members, alike - three quahties 1t 
needs if it is to endure. First, we 
must have participation in our Lodge 
- that constant meeting with our 
Lodge Brethren that strength~ns the 
spirit and promotes fellowship. Sec­
ondl y, we must have loyalty - an 
inte lligent loyalty that pledges devo­
tion to Freemasonry because of w.hat 
it is and w hat it symbolizes. Thud, 
we must have enthusiasm for our 
current endeavours -for the Ritual­
istic and Lodge Work; for the fulfil­
ment of our responsibilities; for the 
w ise and proper guidance of our 
Candidates in the Symbolic Degrees; 
for the efficient and thorough per­
formance on all Committees, and for 
our support of the charities we spon -
sor. 

1
. 

Then, my Bethren, we become I V-

ing stones . .. for that spirit.ual tem­
p le, so beautiful and true . · .1f we ?ut 
live Freemasonry . . . in a ll we thmk 
and say and do. 

ANOTHER FATHER AND SON ACT-Bro. 
Samuel H. Rolston (left) now a Past Master of 
Euclid Lodge, No. 698, Harrisburg, and h1s fa­
ther, Bro. Henry H. Rolston, now a Past Mas­
ter of Newport Lodge, No. 381, Newport, Pa. 
After being installed as Worshipful Master of 
his Lodge Bro. Samuel H. Rolston traveled to 
Newport ~nd had the rare privilege of install­
ing his father as Worshipful Master. 

"Ahiman Rezon"- An Explanation 
"The Ahiman Rezon" is a name 

wh ich Bro. Laurence Dermott, Grand 
Secretary of the Grand Lodge of 
Antient York Masons, gave to its 
Book of Constitutions. It has contin­
ued to be th e name of the Book of 
Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of 
Pennsylvania , a direct descendent of 
that Grand Lodge. Bro. Dermott's 
firs t edition appeared in London in 
1756. Ever s ince then, a number of 
interpretations of that name have 
been suggested , but none has re­
ceived general acceptance. This re­
port offers a new and more plausible 
explanation. Full credit for it be­
longs to the late Bro. Henry S. 
Borneman, Past District Deputy 
Grand Master of Masonic District 
" A ", of th e Grand Lodge of Pennsyl­
van ia, and who confided his expla­
nati on to me about 1949. 

Previous interpretations (with one 
exception) propose a motto or device 
from a foreign language - Arabic , 
Hebrew, Spanish and others. They 
include such versions as "The Will 
of Selected Brothers" (Mackey); 
" The Law of Prepared Brothers" 
(Mackey); "The Secrets of a Prepared 
Brother" (Dalcho); "The Royal 
Builder "; (Rockwe ll). The 1919 edi­
tion of th e Pennsylvania A himan 
Rezon clai ms for the name a Spa nish 
origin , with far-fetched supposed 
misspellings, th at p urports to say: 
"There is the full Account of the 
La w." 

The one exception is the sugges­
tion in Coil 's Masonic Encyc lopedia 
(1961). The w riter of the article on 
Ahiman Rezon points out that few 
seem to have considered wha t Bro. 
Dermott intended Ah iman Rezon to 
mean. Bro. Dermott, in his origina l 
preface, tells of a dream in which he 
spoke with four men from Jerusalem, 
on e of whom was named Ahirnan , 
indicating that Ahiman was a proper 
name, probabl y Hebrew. But then 
the article states that the Geneva Bi­
ble (1560) exp la ins the name Ahi­
man as m ea ning "a prepared 
Brother," and Rezon as meaning "a 
Secretary," and Ahiman Rezon "a 
prepared Secretary. " 

Bro. Henry S. Borneman was one 
of Pennsylvania 's outstanding 
authorities on Masonic History. His 
book, " Early Freemasonry in Penn­
sylvania" (193 1) is eloquent proof of 

that fact. It was his intention to write 
an additional history of the present 
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. In the 
course of his research es for the his­
tory, h e came up with a n ew expla­
nation for Ahiman l\ezon. This he 
confided to this writer, saying that 
he intended to include it in his pro­
posed book. That book was never 
written. Bro. Borneman died in 
1955. A long-forgotten note, recently 
un covered , has moved this writer to 
put on record Bro. Borneman 's im­
portant discovery . 

The subject must be viewed in 
contemporary perspective. Bro. Lau­
rence Dermott was one of the cre­
ators of the Grand Lodge of the 
Antients, and its Grand Secretary 
from 1752 to 1771. A forceful charac­
ter , he shaped and guided that Grand 
Lodge for many years. He was re­
s ponsible for the term "Antients" 
and "Moderns." He adopted an atti­
tude of strict intolerance toward the 
"Moderns," an attitude that did not 
disappear in England until 1813. He 
was undoubtedly responsible for the 
adoption of the term "Ahima n 
Rezon." All previous interpreters of 
its meaning have ascribed to Bro. 
Dermott an educational background , 
notably a knowledge of la nguages, 
that he did not possess. 

At this point, Bro. Borneman steps 
in with som e original thinking. He 
notes that all existing information 
about Bro. Dermott shows that h e 

Give Us a Call 
The new telephone system in­

stalled in the Masonic Temple, 
Philadelphia, and called Centrex, 
is now working very satisfa(.:tory. 
It is a vast improvement over the 
previous system. 

For your convenience and use, 
the general numbers in the new 
system are: 

Office of the Grand Master 
215-988-1920 

Grand Treasurer's Office 
215-988-1931 

Grand Secretary's Office 
215-988-1900 

Library and Museum 
215-988-1933 

Superintendent's Office 
215-988-191.6 

11 

was a s imple man, with a limited 
education , and training only as a 
printer. He speci fi cally appears to 
have had no knowledge of foreign 
languages, notabl y none of Arabic or 
Hebrew. 

"Wh ere," asked Bro. Borneman, 
"could Bro. Dermott have found 
these words in books that were avail­
able to him?" 

Here this writer interposes the 
story of the vi llage half-wit and the 
lost mule , that all the villagers had 
failed to find. The half-wit, when 
told of the lost animal , said he would 
go and find him, and s tarted off amid 
the laughter of his townsmen. Yet, in 
a few minutes he came back, bring­
ing the mule. An astonished v illager 
asked him how h e knew w here to 
look. " Well, " answered the h alf-wit, 
" I said to m yself, if I were a mule, 
where wou ld I go? So I went, and 
there he was." 

Bro. Borneman said to himself: 
"The most likely source of unusual 
words available to Bro. Dermott in 
Dublin or London must have been 
the King james Vers ion of the Holy 
Bible." Bro. Borneman therefore 
made a systematic search of the Old 
Testament and w ith this result: 

Ahiman is found in the First Book 
of Chronicles, Chapter LX , Verse 17: 
"An d the porters were Shallum, and 
Akkub, and Talmon, and Ahiman 
... , and in Verse 19 th ey an~, de­
scribed as " keepers of the ga tes of 
the tabernacle ." 

(Here this writer interposes part of 
Verse 10 of the 84th Psalm: " ... I 
had rather be a doorkeeper in the 
house of my God than to dwell in the 
tents of wickedness.") 

Rezon is found in th e First Book of 
Kin gs, Chap ter Xl , Verse 23, "And 
God stined him u p a n other adver­
sary, Rezon the son of Eliadeh." 

Bro. Borneman s uggests that Bro. 
Dermott identified himself w ith Ahi­
man , one of the fou r men from Jeru­
salem, and a d oorkeeper in the h ouse 
of God - that he (Dermott) would 
rather be a doorkeeper among the 
"Antients ," than to re ma in in the 
tents of the "Moderns." He further 
identified himself w ith Rezon, an 
adversary of Solomon, and so as an 
adversary of a Grand Mas ter of th e 
Mod erns. 

Bro. Richard A. Kern, 
R. W . Past Grand Master 


