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A Most Important Undertaking

Our Responsibilities as Recommenders

The responsibilities of Recom-
menders are many.

When a Member signs a petition,
he becomes, in a large measure, re-
sponsible to the Fraternity for the Pe-
titioner. One of the two Recom-
menders, signing the petition, must
have known the Petitioner for at
least one vyear. Recommenders
should have a knowledge of the Peti-
tioner’s character. They should be
reasonably sure that the Petitioner is
worthy of consideration and, if ac-
cepted, will bring honor to the Fra-
ternity.

Recommending a man for the
Degrees of Freemasonry is a se-
rious matter. The Recom-
menders are staking their own
reputation on the character of
the Petitioner. Hence, it isn't
wise, nor can a Member afford,
to be so careless as to sign a pe-
tition just to accommodate a
friend or another Member.
Recommenders should be familiar

with the various sections in The Ahi-
man Rezon and Digest of Decisions
as pertain to Recommenders and Pe-
titioners. Your Lodge has copies of
these two books for your reference.

Recommenders should have a
knowledge of certain basic facts and
requirements relative to the process-
ing of a petition. These facts and re-
quirements can always be obtained
from the Lodge Secretary when the
blank form of petition is requested.
Facts pertaining to the correct and
proper processing of the petition
should be shared with the Petitioner
to avoid any delay, once the petition
is turned in.

The Petitioner should be informed
of the initiation and membership fee
of the Lodge and also the annual
dues fee. The proper fee should ac-
company the petition when it is pre-
sented.

Recommenders should inform

the Petitioner that the Masonic
Fraternity is not a beneficial or
insurance-type society and that
there is no provision for sick-
ness or death benefits.
Recommenders should assure
themselves that the Petitioner comes
of his own free will and accord and
that he can financially afford this
step without jeopardy to himself or
family,

Recommenders should be

certain  that the Petitioner
comes of good report and is
physically, mentally and mor-
ally qualified. Any questionable
physical qualification, however
slight, must be referred to the

District Deputy Grand Master

by the Lodge after the Petition

has been presented.

Both Recommenders should be in
attendance at Lodge when the peti-
tion is presented and when the peti-
tion is acted upon.

When the Petitioner has been ap-
proved, the Recommenders should
be available to advise and extend ev-
ery courtesy as proud and faithful
Recommenders.

Recommenders should feel free to
advise the Candidate along lines of
proper dress and cleanliness so as to
avoid any embarrassment to the Can-
didate when he is notified to appear
at the Lodge Meeting.

Recommenders should accom-
pany their Candidate when he ap-
pears for each Degree and take every
opportunity to introduce their Can-
didate to the various Brethren. It is
suggested, when possible, that the
Recommenders stay with their Can-
didate at all times until the Guide
takes him for preparation.

The Candidate should be cau-
tioned by his Recommenders
before he receives his Degree
that every word spoken, every
step that is taken during the
ceremonies has a definite sig-
nificance which will become
clearer to him as he progresses.
The Candidate should be as-
sured also that there is no fri-
volity, either by word or act,
during the conferring of De-
grees. He should be reminded
that he must put aside all doubt
and fear in order that he may
observe every detail with rever-
ent attention.

Recommenders should not only
satisfy themselves that their Candi-
date is receiving all the instruction
possible but they should follow
through after each Degree has been
conferred by acquainting him with
ways and means whereby he can ob-
tain further Masonic knowledge.

Recommenders are duty bound to
assist the Candidate in acquiring an
understanding of the real meaning of
Freemasonry. This is why a Recom-
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An American’s Creed

I believe in the United States of
America as a Government of the peo-
ple, by the people, for the people;
whose just powers are derived from
the consent of the governed; a de-
mocracy in a republic; a sovereign
Nation of many sovereign States; a
perfect union, one and inseparable;
established upon those principles of
freedom, equality, justice and hu-
manity for which American patriots
sacrificed their lives and fortunes.

I therefore believe it is my duty to
my country to love it; to support its
Constitution; to obey its laws; to re-
spect its flag, and to defend it against

all enemies. —William Tyler Page
| e e i

mender should always be in Lodge
whenever his Candidate is receiving
a Degree. In a sense, the Candidate is
under your protection and care. It is
important that you show your Candi-
date that you really care about him.
Be ever ready to congratulate him as
he completes another step in his
progress through the Degrees. You
have acquired another Brother to
add to your equity in Freemasonry.
Govern yourself accordingly.

In due time, you will note that
your Petitioner and Candidate
is not only appreciative of all
vou are doing for him but it will
soon appear that he is “lean-
ing” on you. He welcomes
someone close. As he progresses
through the Degrees, he is full of
wonderment, unanswered gues-
tions and many perplexities.
Because everyone else seems to
know what is going on and ev-
erybody seems so sure of him-
self, your Candidate may hesi-
tate to ask questions of other
Members. Here is a point where
his interest in Masonic knowl-
edge can be stimulated when
someone like a Recommender is
close at hand and ever willing
and ready to encourage him to
ask questions and continue his
curiosity and interest in Free-
masonry. Both Recommenders
shounld accompany their Candi-
date to his first Stated Meeting.
When Recommenders consider it a

sincere Masonic duty to properly
process a Petitioner and then person-
ally see their Candidate through the
Degrees, both a wholesome effect
and a lasting impression will result
in the life of any newly made Mason.

Proud Worshipful Master
Shares Great Experiences

Bro. Jack W. Fritsche, Worshipful
Master of Williamson Lodge, No.
369, held at Philadelphia, writes to
tell us how the program he adopted
for his Lodge in this year set aside to
commemorate 250 vears of Freema-
sonry in our Commonwealth, was
highlighted by emphasis on the Ma-
sonic Homes at Elizabethtown, Pa.

Williamson Lodge, dedicated to
supporting our Legacy of Love at
Elizabethtown, presented a check in
the amount of $1,500.00 to be used
to refurbish a Guest room in the ren-
evation program now underway on
the interiors of the residential build-
ings at the Homes.

Bro. Fritsche also arranged for a
visit to the Masonic Homes of ap-
proximately 80 on September 27,
1981, which included Officers and
Members of his Lodge with their
families and even Brethren and their
families from other Lodges.

Bro, Fritsche states that the visit to
the Homes was, indeed, a mountain-
top experience for each and every-
one who made the trip. He highly
recommends that other Lodges gov-
ern themselves accordingly.

A MOST IMPRESSIVE ROOM — Renaissance Hall, one of the more spacious of the seven Lodge
Rooms in the Masonic Temple, Philadelphia, is decorated in the Italian Renaissance and is also
used by the Grand Holy Royal Arch Chapler of Pennsylvania and subordinate Chapters. Bril-
liant scarlet, the symbolic color of the Chapter, prevails throughout the decorations. The em-
blems of Royal Arch Masonry are displayed on the walls and ceiling of the Hall, which was
dedicated {o Capitular Masonry on September 29, 1873. A striking feature of the Hall is six beau-
liful paintings on the walls. They are of Moses; King Solomon; Joshua, the High Priest; St. John
the Evangelist; Hiram, King of Tyre, and Hiram Abiff.

ACCLAIMED AS THE MOST BEAUTIFUL LODGE ROOM — A photograph of
Corinthian Hall, used by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania when its Communications
are held in Philadelphia, and several of the larger Symbolic Lodges held in Philadel-
phia, is acclaimed by Masonic scholars as the most beautiful Lodge Room in the
world. The features of this magnificent Lodge Room are in strict conformity with the
principles of Grecian classical architecture and the best examples of the Greek Corin-
thian Order. The Hall will accommodate nearly 600 persons. It is 106-feet long; 53-
feet wide and 52-feet high, The Hall is replete with Masonic emblems and representa-
tive of Freemasonry in every part. A picture does not show the real beauty of this
Lodge Room. You must see it in person.

We Welcome Another

Masonic Centenarian

Bro. E. Fred Anderson, a Member
of Pennsylvania Lodge, No. 380,
held in Philadelphia, has been a
Member for 70-years, having been
Entered in September 1911. Bro.
Williams will be 100-years-old on
December 29, 1981. He lives alone in
a first floor apartment, receives his
meals from a local service and has
excellent neighbors who keep an eve
on him daily.

Bro. Otto A. Schoenly, a Member
of Warren Lodge, No. 310, and a
neighbor, visits with Bro. Williams
and tells us that Bro. Williams is in
good health and has a wonderful
memory. For many years, Bro, Wil-
liams was self-employed as a master
mechanic. He retired in 1955,

Bro. Schoenly tells us that during
the baseball season, Bro. Williams
has a habit of staying up until the
game is over on his TV,

We welcome Bro. Williams to our
ever increasing group of Masonic
Centenarians.
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