
Lodges Merge 
The following mergers of lodges 

were approved by vote ofthe members 
present at the June Quarterly 
Communication: 

1. Stuckrath Lodge No. 430 and 
McKinley Lodge No. 318. The effective 
date ofthe merger is September 3 and 
the merged lodges wil l thereafter be 
known as McKinley Stuckrath Lodge 
No. 318. 

2. Stephen Girard Lodge No. 450 
and Richard Vaux Lodge No. 384. The 
effective date of the merger is Septem
ber 2 and the merged lodges will there
after be known as Richard Vaux Lodge 
No. 384. 

3. Crescent Lodge No. 493 and Olivet 
Oriental Lodge No. 385. The effective 
date of the merger is June 5 and the 
merged lodges will thereafter be known 
as Olivet Oriental Lodge No. 385. 

4. Shenandoah Lodge No. 511 and 
Frackville Lodge No. 737. The effective 
date of the merger is June 5 and the 
merged lodges will thereafter be known 
as Frackville Lodge No. 737. 

5. Mount Jewett Lodge No. 627 and 
Kane Lodge No. 566. The effective date 
of the merger is June 5 and the merged 
lodges will thereafter be known as Kane 
Lodge No. 566. 

6. Patton Lodge No. 658 and Coal
port Lodge No. 574. The effective date 
of the merger is June 5 and the merged 
lodges will thereafter be known as Coal
port Lodge No. 574. 

The number of subordinate lodges 
under the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 
as a result of the above m ergers, is 558. 

The membership also approved a 
change in the name of a lodge at the 
June quarterly. The name of Solomon 
Oakland Lodge No. 231 was officially 
changed to Solomon-Oakland-Frater
nity Lodge No. 231. 
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Grand Master's Itinerary 
SEPTEMBER THROUGH NOVEMBER 

SEPTEMBER 

3 Lodge No. 376, McVeytown 
4 Grand Lodge Quarterly 

Communication, Elizabethtown 
5 Lodge No. 417, Christiana 
7 Lodge No. 665, 75th Anniversary, 

Ephrata 
9 Lodge Nos. 290. 424 and 434 

Greenville 
10 Lodge No. 599, Ellwood City 
12 Lodge No. 54 7. Youngsville 
13 Lodge No. 358, Somerset 
14 Dedication of Wil liam A. Carpenter 

Chapel, Patton Campus, 
El izabethtown 

16 Lodge No. 682, Elizabethtown 
17 Lodge No. 698, Harrisburg 
18 Lodge No. 410, Hatboro 
19 Lodge No. 67, Jenkintown 
20 Lodge No. 684, Dormont 
21 Pennsylvania York Rite, College 11, 

Philadelphia 
22-25 Supreme Council, Detroit 

26 Lodge No. 666, Hershey 
27 Committee on Masonic Homes, 

Elizabethtown 
28 Lodge Nos. 22, 632, 713, Sunbury 
30 Lodge No. 378, Mount Carmel 

OCTOBER 
1 Lodge No. 687, Hazleton 
2 Lodge Nos. 782, 19, Phi ladelphia 
4 Lodge Nos. 508, 219, 287, 760, 

Pittsburgh 
5 Lodge No. 617. Vandergrift: 
7 Lodge Nos. 354,667 

Shickshinny 
8 Lodge No. 552, Emlenton 
9 Lodge Nos. 591, 126. 

Philadelphia 
10 Lodge No. 406, Hamburg 
11 Lodge No. 274, Philadelphia 
12 Autumn Day at the Homes, 

Elizabethtown 
14 Lodge No. 467, White Haven 
15 Lodge No. 433, New Castle 
16 RALLY II for SOLOMON Jl® 

Lehigh University 
17 Lodge No. 678, Pittsburgh 
18 Lodge Nos. 250, 668, Sharon 
19 The Philalethes Society, 

Luncheon, West Chester 

OCTOBER 
19 Lodge No. 377, Kutztown 
20 Speal~er, Layman's Sunday, 

West Shore Baptist Church, 
Camp Hill 

21 Lodge No. 660, West Reading 
22 Lodge No. 783, Export 
23 Lodge No. 580. Austin 
24 Lodge No. 414, Elysburg 
25 Committee on Masonic Homes 
26 Pennsylvania Youth Foundation 

26-27 Red Cross of Constantine, 
Buckhill Falls 

28 Lodge No. 370, Mifflinburg 
29 Lodge No. 485, Midland 
30 Lodge No. 548, Verona 
31 Lodge No. 262. Orrstown 

NOVEMBER 

1 

4 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

9 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
18 

19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
25 

26 

28 

30 

Law Enforcement Square Club, 
Philadelphia 

Lodge Nos. 55. 292, 506. 671, 717. 
Philadelphia 

Lodge No. 458, Marysville 
Lodge No. 742, Johnstown 
Lodge No. 385, 380. Philadelphia 
Lodge No. 61, Wilkes-Barre 
Parade, Dauphin County, 

Harrisburg Bicentennial 
Valley of Altoona 
Lodge No. 298, Media 
Lodge No. 736, Pittsburgh 
Lodge No. 565, Bangor 
Lodge No. 413, Bath 
Lodge No. 541, Nanticoke 
Valley of Scranton 
Lodge Nos. 449, 2, 125, 72, 

Philadelphia 
Lodge No. 776, Fairless Hills 
Lodge No. 584. Dunmore 
Lodge No. 367, West Read ing 
Valley of Bloomsburg 
Valley of Reading 
Lodge Nos. 383, 564, 

Coatesville 
Lodge Nos. 603. 800, 

Grove City 
With Guests at The Masonic 

Homes. Elizabethtown 
Lodge No. 121, Philadelphia 
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Region 5 Sets Standard 
for SOLOMON Ir Growth 

The standard for progress, for real growth as the 
result ofProjectSOLOMON IL is being set by the Masons 
in Region 5, the south central area of Pennsylvan ia. 

Region 5, a 10-county area of cities and suburbs 
and countryside, contains 57 individual lodges in six 
different Masonic Districts. It is a microcosm and holds 
the promise that what is being done well there, if 
adopted and practiced elsewhere, will guarantee the 
continued success of Project SOLOMON IL the Rebuild
ing of Freemasonry in Pennsylvania. 

The regional and assistant overseers for Project 
SOLOMON II in Region 5 are working the plan and 
proving the p lan works! 

Bro. Charles A Achey, Jr., Past District Deputy Grand 
Master for the First Masonic District has assumed the 
position of Overseer for Region 5 from Bro. Dean E. 
Vaughn, co-author of the project who wi ll devote his 
tim e to help ing the project director d evelop strategies 
for 1986 and 1987. 

Bro. Achey has brought a new d imension of energy 
and innovation to the task and can boastoflOO percent 
cooperation from each of the lodges in the region. 

Every lodge in the area, from Mifflin, Juniata, Perry, 
Dauphin and Lebanon counties to Cumberland, Frank
lin, Adams, York and Lancaster counties, reports its 
SOLOMON II activity quickly and accurately. 

Continued to next page 
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Solomon II Statistics-Region 5 as of June, 1985 
Dist Mbrs·83 Goal Curr/MbReq Gain Net 

DISTRICT 01 4630 5 788 4721 1158 91 
SUMMARY 02 6649 8311 6587 166 2 - 62 

TOTALS 03 4061 5076 4188 1015 127 
19 2429 3036 2460 60 7 31 
42 4273 5341 4385 1068 112 
60 3829 4786 3912 957 83 

TOTAL 25871 32339 26253 6468 382 

Lehigh University Site of RALLY. II for SOLOMON Ir 

Stabl er Arena, on the campus of 
Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Lehigh 
County, has been selected as the s ite for 
the second rally, on Wednesday, October 
16, in celebration of the success of Pro
j ect SOLOMON II, the Rebuild ing of Free
masonry in Pennsylvania. 

RALLY II for SOLOMON II wi ll be pat
terned in part after the highly successful 
first rally attended by more tha n 7,000 
persons last October at th e Hershey 
Sportsarena. 

This time, however, the Grand Master 
has d ecid ed to use the rally as a fo rum in 

which Freemasonry wil l answer her crit
ics. The fraternity wi ll speak out aga inst 
those groups, particularly the ch urches 
here and in England, who almost daily 
mount attacks against the craft:. 

Freemasonry will, with patience and in 
good taste, butcertain lywith ho nesty and 
candor, set the record straight 

The official program wi ll begin at 7:00 
p.m. with a processional featuring the of
fi cers ofthe Grand Lodge, the blue lodges 
and the appendant bodies in full regalia. 

Those who are to participate in the 
Continued to pag e .3. 
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Region 5 Sets Standard for SOLOMON II® Growth 
Continued from preceding page. 

Bro. Achey and the Assistant Over
seers for the region use that information 
to give help and advice where necessary 
and to plan local strategy to assure an 
ever increasing pattern of growth. 

Two color graphs that il lustrate the 
progressofProjectSOLOMON II in Region 
5 have been reproduced here to show the 
effects of energy and innovation when they 
are coupled with the will and a strong desire 
to succeed. 

They are partofProjectSOLOMON I l's 
computer tracking system which is de· 
signed to allow the regions to see how 
their efforts stack up against those of the 
other regions and, perhaps most impor
tantly, to see how individual lodges with in 
the districts are doing in relationship to 
their neighbors. 

As indicated in the region graph on 
page one ofthis issue, Region 5 has grown 
by 382 members. A growth rate of six per
cent is modest to be sure, but it is real 
growth and has been gained in the face of 
some very difficult circumstances. 

A hint of those circumstances can be 
gained by looking at the second graph 
which breaks down the performance of 
ind ividual lodges in one of the six Region 
5 districts. 

The use of the graph for the Second 
Masonic District is deliberate in that it is a 
true m icrocosm of the entire region. It is 
the largest of the six districts in Region 5 
with 2,000 members more than the next 
largest and it contains the lodges in the 
City of Harrisburg, including the largest 
and third largestlodges in the entire state, 
according to the June, 1985 statistical 
base. 

It is important to realize that the dues 
legislation adopted in December of1984 
resulted in the suspension for nonpay
ment of dues of almost 9,000 Masons in 
January and February of1985. Some 3,300 
of those suspended have already been 
restored to good Masonic standing and to 
membership, but a great deal of work re
mains to be done to recapture as many of 
the remaining 5,000 p lus as possible. 

Overall, Region 5, by expend ing a great 
deal of tim e and effort has been able to 
grow despite the suspension legislation. 
And the work that is being done in the 
Second Masonic District is tru ly 
remarkable. 

We have learned through experience 
and analysis of the statistics gathered over 
the course of Project SOLOMON II to date 
that lodges in the cities, in general, are in 
decline while the rural lodges are growing. 

Yet the largest lodge in the state, Per-
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SOLOMON II Statistics-Region 5 as of June, 1985 
Lodge R·1 Dist Mbrs-83 

021 5 02 1238 
364 5 02 432 

464 5 02 1202 
486 5 02 374 
629 5 02 569 
681 5 02 900 
698 5 02 479 

756 5 02 407 
775 5 02 258 
781 5 0 2 573 
798 5 02 217 

TOTAL 6649 

severance Lodge No. 21 in Harrisburg with a 
membership of1.219. showed at the call 
off a loss of a mere 19 members, despite 
the dues legislation. 

Another Harrisburg lodge in the d is
trict Robert Burns Lodge No. 464, dropped 
to third place in the state because of the 
dues situation, yet it is down by j ust 42 
members from a population of more than 
1,200. 

The lodges in the regions that cover 
the greater Pittsburgh and greater Phila
delphia areas can take heart from what is 
happening in Harrisburg. 

The city regions, Region 3 in Pittsburgh 
and Region 7 in Philadelphia, were down 
by 1,538 and 2,100 members, respectively, 
at the end of June. 

The experience gained in Region 5 
proves the cities can grow if the m embers 
of the lodges rededicate them selves to 
the task of building the new temple, the 
temple of men that is symbolized by Pro
j ect SOLOMON II. 

' 

Goal Curr/MbReq Gain Net 
1548 1219 310 -19 

54 434 108 2 
1503 1160 301 - 42 

468 374 94 0 
711 562 142 - 7 

1125 895 225 - 5 
599 462 120 -17 
509 428 102 21 
323 2 78 65 20 
716 563 143 - 10 
271 212 54 - 5 

8311 6587 1662 - 62 

We have the plan in Project SOLOMON 
IL and we have proven that the p lan works, 
if only those who are responsib le will work 
the plan. 
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Grand .Master Issues 
Two New Decisions 

The Grand Master has made two re
cent changes to the Digest of Decisions; 
one that establishes a m inimum salary 
for lodge secretaries, and another that 
strengthens the ban on the involvement 
ofMasons in the activities of adult female 
organizations. 

Noting the salary of the lodge secre
tary must be a fixed amount and may not 
automatically fluctuate with the member
ship of the lodge, Grand Master William 
A. Carpenter added the following as sec
tion 14 of Article LXXIII, Officers, Secret
ary, on page 109 of the Digest: 

"14. A Secretary's salary shall not be 
less than $300 per annum and may not 
be increased to more than $3 per mem· 
ber based on current membership. 

"On submission of sufficient and 
meritorious documentation from the By
laws Committee of a lodge, counter
signed by the Worshipful Master, the By
laws Committee of the Orand Lodge may 
recommend to the Orand Lodge the 
granting of an exemption from this rule. 

"A Secretary is entitled to be reim
bursed from lodge funds for expenses 
incurred in the performance of the duties 
of his office. Such expenses, however, 
must be itemized and recorded in accord
ance with the regulations of the Internal 
Revenue Service pertain ing to expense 
accounts." 

The decision regard ing adult female 
organizations was strengthened because 
of reports com ing to the attention of the 
Grand Lodge that Masons have been 
taking part in the ceremonies conducted 
by those organizations. 

Article XXXI I L Section 4 on page 49 of 
the D igest of Decisions a lready provided 
for the attendance of Masons at d inners, 
banquets, entertainments, installations 
and similar occasions of adult female 
organizations. The language that has 
been added to the second paragraph of 
th e decision (see underlined material) 
serves to rem ind Masons, particu larly 
those in appendant bod ies. that they are 
not privileged to go beyond the simple 
matter of attendance. 

The decision, in its enti rety, is as 
follows: 
Article XXX/II, Eastern Star (And Other 
Female Organizations) 

"4. Members of lodges under thejuris
diction of the Orand Lodge of Pennsyl
van ia are hereby permitted to attend 
meetings, dinners, banquets, entertain
ments, installations and similar occa
sions held or sponsored by the Order of 
Rainbow for Girls or Job's Daughters, 

Continued to page 1 3. 

Lehigh University Site of RALLY II for SOLOMON II® 
Continued from preceding page 1 . 

processional will rece ive an invitation 
from the R.W. Grand Master, Bro. William 
A. Carpenter. The size of each group wi ll 
be limited by the available space. 

The seating capacity of the arena is 
about 6,500. 

Entertainment will be provided by the 
New Dawn Singers. a talented group of 

young singers and dancers that agreed to 
postpone a Texas tour so they might share 
their energy and enthusiasm with Penn
sylvania Masons and their families and 
friends. 

Everyone is welcome, Masons and non
Masons alike. It is hoped that entire fami
lies will attend. The n ight's activities will 
begin on schedule and will conclude at 
about 9:30 p.m. so that schoolchildren 
can be home at a reasonable hour. 

The arena management will open 
the facility as early as 5:00 p.m.• and will 
man the concession stands for those who 
wish hot dogs, pizza and other snack 
foods. 

Those who attended last year's rally 
can expect a number of changes. 

The most noticeable will be the $1 ad
m ission charge designed to avoid the 
problems caused by last year's free ad
mission policy. 

More than 4,000 ticket seekers had to 
be turned away when early demand filled 
all available seats. Unfortunately, several 
hundred persons turned out to be no
shows, effectively denying the sears they 
had reserved to people who would have 
been glad to fill them. 

It is hoped the minimal $1 fee will lead 
to more responsible ticket orders. 

A coupon accompanies this article for 
your convenience in ordering tickets. Seats 
wil l be assigned on a first-request basis. 
You need only indicate the number of 
tickets you require, enclose a check or 
money order at the rate of $1 per ticket 
and include a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope. 

Tickets wi ll be sent to you on or about 
October 7, nine days before the rally. 
Please note the sect ion, aisle and seat 

designation on each ticket Should your 
order be received after all seats have 
been assigned, your check or money order 
will be immediately returned. 

Motorists not familiar with the Bethle
hem area may have some difficulty finding 
the Stabler Arena in its rural setting, but a 
special committee has been established 
to place signs along the roads leading to 
the complex. 7 

Generally, motorists traveling from the 
north, east and west will take Route 22 to 
Route378 South. Those coming from the 
south will take Route 309 North to Route 
378 North. 

The SOLOMON II logo will be used on 
directional signs placed at strategic points 
along Route 378 and the access roads to 
the arena. 

I f you are more familiar with the north
east extension of the Pennsylvania Turn
p ike, you can use the Quakertown exit 
(Route 663 East to Route 309 North) or 
the Allentown exit (to Route 22). 

Parking is not a problem. There are a 
number of paved and stoned lots in the 
immed iate vicinity of the arena. Grand 
Master Carpenter has authorized the use 
of lodge funds to defray the cost of bus 
transportation for those lodges or groups 
of lodges traveling greater distances. 

~---------------------------------I 
I 
I 
I 

RALLY II for SOLOMON II® 

: Enclosed is my check for$ _ _ _ _ 
: for ticket(s) to the SOLOMON 
: II Rally to be held at the Stabler Arena, 
1 Lehigh University, Bethlehem at 7:00p.m . 
I 
1 on Wednesday, October 16, 1985. 
I 
I Name 
I 

: Stre e t 
I 
I City/Sta te/Zip Code ---- --- - - -
1 
: Telephone number 

1 Send ticket requests to: 
I 
I 
I 
I 

SOLOMON II 
Office of the R.W. Grand Master 

: Masonic Temple, One North Broad SL 
: Philadelphia, PA 19107·2598 
: (Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope.) 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

3 



4 

CHARLES B. ALEXANDER 
Lodge No. 383 

PERRYS.APOS~LOU 

Lodge No. 227 
MILON E. BAILEY 

Lodge No. 397 
RICHARD E. BARNHART 

Lodge No. 778 
JOSEPH A. BELLETIERE 

Lodge No. 482 
GEORGE E. BENJAMIN 

Lodge No. 664 
WILLIAM G. BETZNER 

Lodge No. 671 
ANDREW E. BEIBLE 

Lodge No. 792 
RAY L. BIEBER 
Lodge No. 326 

STEVEN D. BILGER 
Lodge No. 619 

BOYD A. BINGAMAN 
Lodge No. 239 

JOHN M. BOLICH 
Lodge No. 682 

JOHN E. BOYCE 
Lodge No. 337 

CECIL C. BRUMBAUGH 
Lodge No. 688 

GABRIEL N. BUFFING~N 
Lodge No. 681 

JOHN N. BURGE 
Lodge No. 391 

JOSEPH W. CAPONE 
Lodge No. 131 

PETER A. CIANCI ONE 
Lodge No. 231 

CHARLES 0. COGAN 
Lodge No. 275 

KENNETH A. CONNER 
Lodge No. 589 

CHARLES W. COULTER 
Lodge No. 74 7 

ROBERT L. CROWE 
Lodge No. 34 7 

PERRY S. CULVER. SR. 
Lodge No. 346 
IVOR J. DAVID 
Lodge No. 781 
PETER DENITTI 
Lodge No. 638 

JAMES L . DINES 
Lodge No. 747 

DAVID W. DIXON 
Lodge No. 81 

RICHARD L . DOUGLAS 
Lodge No 590 

MICHAEL DUBICK 
Lodge No. 701 

FRANK R. DYKEMAN 
Lodge No. 254 

ROBERTL.ECKBRETH 
Lodge No. 253 

EMORY EDMUNDS 
Lodge No. 681 

Master Builders 
ALLEN S. EISENHART 

Lodge No. 326 
WILLIAM B. FAIRER 

Lodge No. 427 
MARSHALL T. FRANTZ 

Lodge No. 250 
MICHAEL P. FREEDMAN 

Lodge No. 246 
RAYMOND A. FREEDMAN 

Lodge No. 254 
RICKS. FREEDMAN 

Lodge No. 369 
CHARLES M. FICH~RN 

Lodge No. 549 
RONALD L. FREY 
Lodge No. 648 

JAMES E. FOWLER 
Lodge No. 743 

CHARLES W. GENARD, III 
Lodge No. 585 

MICHAEL E. OLESKY 
Lodge No. 783 

JAMES E. GODISSART 
Lodge No. 252 

W. MEREDITH GOLDEN, Ill 
Lodge No. 445 

EDWARD C. GROSS 
Lodge No. 681 

JOSEPHJ.HALABURDA 
Lodge No. 737 

ALBERT L. HALLI, III 
Lodge No. 573 

ELMER R. HALLSTROM 
Lodge No. 559 

NOR~N N. HAMOVITZ 
Lodge No. 231 

THOMAS M. HARTMAN 
Lodge No. 406 

P. FRANKLIN HARTZEL 
Lodge No. 256 

ELMER W. HERMAN 
Lodge No. 698 

WOLFGANG HERRMANN 
Lodge No. 125 

WILLIAM T. HIRD 
Lodge No. 671 

DONALD R. HOUSLEY 
Lodge No. 758 

THEODORE P. HUELS 
Lodge No. 290 

RICHARD W. HUSBAND 
Lodge No. 312 

CHESTER L. ISENBERG 
Lodge No. 524 

KENNETH JESSE 
Lodge No. 445 

HARRY A. JOHNS~N 
Lodge No. 559 

ROBERT G. JOHNS~N 
Lodge No. 617 

DAVID T. JONES, JR. 
Lodge No. 629 

LOUIS M. KEENER 
Lodge No. 307 

KENNETH A. KELLER 
Lodge No. 423 

GARYW. KINNEY 
Lodge No. 669 

HERBERTF.KNAUFF 
Lodge No. 362 

HOWARD J. LAMADE, JR. 
Lodge No. 755 

FREDERICK C. LEISER. JR. 
Lodge No. 625 

PAUL LIPKO 
Lodge No. 283 

JOHN J. LOCKOVICH 
Lodge No. 678 

JOHN C. LUCAS 
Lodge No. 538 
JOHN LUDWIG 
Lodge No. 377 

FRANK P. MARRA 
Lodge No. 362 

ALEXANDER H. MAXWELL, JR. 
Lodge No. 576 

GERALD S. McCALL 
Lodge No. 550 

WILLIAM D. McCRUDDEN 
Lodge No. 479 

JOHN L. MILLER 
Lodge No. 573 

WILBUR D. MILLER 
Lodge No. 358 

RICHARD W. MORGAN 
Lodge No. 786 

HARVEY W. NYCE 
Lodge No. 310 

WILLIAM P. ORR 
Lodge No. 290 

WAYNE A. PA~N. SR. 
Lodge No. 427 

CLYDE T. PERKINS 
Lodge No. 775 

JOHN W. PFEIFFER 
Lodge No. 67 

CHARLES E. RADCLIFFE 
Lodge No. 326 

MILES R. RANDALL 
Lodge No. 70 

ARTHUR L. RANKIN 
Lodge No. 524 

CLEMENT H. REED 
Lodge No. 236 

WILLIAM H. REESE 
Lodge No. 636 

KENNETH H. ROBERTS 
Lodge No. 397 

DONALD H. ROGERS 
Lodge No. 70 

BUR~N S. ROSENBERG 
Lodge No. 482 

NORBERTL.ROSSMAN 
Lodge No. 599 

JOHN N. RUSSELL 
Lodge No. 462 

MICHAEL J. SARRAINO 
Lodge No. 582 

DANIEL W. SCHAEFFER 
Lodge No. 254 

ROBERT D. SCHELLHAAS 
Lodge No. 796 

BARRY M. SEASTEAD 
Lodge No. 241 

LOUIS J. SERIANNI 
Lodge No. 292 

ELLSWORTH C. SHERMAN 
Lodge No. 304 

ARTHUR W. SHOLLY, JR. 
Lodge No. 551 

STANFORD W. SHRUBB 
Lodge No. 566 

FRANK J . SLIVKA 
Lodge No. 673 
JAYV. SMITH 

Lodge No. 551 
KENNETH P. SMITH 

Lodge No. 326 
CALVIN J. SMITLEY 

Lodge No. 153 
MELVIN G. SNYDER 

Lodge No. 682 
RALPH W. SNYDER 

Lodge No. 810 
KENNETH L. STEINHOFF 

Lodge No. 304 
RICHARD L. STEWART 

Lodge No. 800 
JOSEPH L. THOMAS 

Lodge No. 211 
LAWRENCE A. THOMAS 

Lodge No. 219 
DAVID H. THOMSON 

Lodge No. 786 
GEORGE R. TUCKER 

Lodge No. 578 
CHARLES A. WALFORD 

Lodge No. 671 
ROBERT J. WALKER 

Lodge No. 338 
HARVEYW. WEAVER 

Lodge No. 412 
RICHARD A. WEIBLE 

Lodge No. 578 
WILLIAM S. WENNER 

Lodge No. 558 
EMMETT J. WILKINSON 

Lodge No. 445 
THOMAS E. WILLIAMS 

Lodge No. 531 
CARL F. WUCHTER 

Lodge No. 377 
CHARLES L. YARLETTS 

Lodge No. 804 
ROBERT W. YOST 

Lodge No. 144 
DAVID H. ZAYON 
Lodge No. 723 

ARNOLD B. ZIMMERMAN 
Lodge No. 331 

CARMINE A. ZINNO 
Lodge No. 796 

Grand Master's Record at 18 Months 

Grand Master William A. Carpen ter 
continues to build an extraordinary rec
ord as he maintains his pledge to visit all 
the Blue Lodges. 

Foundation, and 30 activities relating to 
the youth groups, the DeMolay, Job's 
Daughters and Rainbow for Girls. 

the greater the degree of understanding 
we share." 

The Grand Master has maintained the 
Masonic Congress meetings establ ished 
in 1983 by then Grand Master Bro. Sam
uel C. Williamson and they have proved to 
be an excellent forum for the exchange of 
information and ideas. 

Through July of1985, 18 months into 
his administration as Grand Master, Bro. 
Carpenter has made official visits to 414 
lodges. OveralL he has attended 888 sep
arate activities in a 582-day period. 

He has m et with the Grand Chapter and 
the Grand Commandery five times each, 
and wi th the Grand Council six times. 

He visits the Masonic Temple an aver
age of twice a week to conduct the d ay to 
day business of the Grand Lodge before 
traveling to another part of the jurisdic
tion to preside over an evening meeting. 

Grand Master Carpenter has already 
accepted 20 invitations from the Scottish 
Rite valleys in the state; has attended 16 
Shrine functions and nine sessions ofthe 
Tall Cedars. Grand Master Carpenter has flown 

more than 126,000 miles and driven an
other 34,000 miles in meeting the de
mands of his schedule. More importantly, 
he has been able thus far to share his 
Masonic experience with more than 
70,000 Masons. 

To date he has attended 27 meetings 
at the Masonic Homes at Elizabethtown; 
31 sessions of the Pennsylvania Youth 

" I believe it is important for a Grand 
Master to pay as much attention to the 
appendant bodies as possible," Bro. 
Carpenter has said, adding, " we are all 
part of the same Masonic family and the 
more we communicate with each other 

Plans Completed for September 14 Chapel Dedication 

Plans have been completed for the dedication and the laying 
of the datestone of the new chapel under construction at the 
Masonic Conference Center, Patton Campus, in Elizabethtown 
on Saturday, September 14. 

As this report was being prepared, the s late roof and redwood 
soffits had been completed and work on the gravel roofs of the 
small entrance porches on the sides was nearing completion. 

Inside, the oak ceiling beams had been installed and work 
crews were preparing to remove the metal scaffolding that filled 
the chapel from front to back and side to side. 

The outer, clear glass panes that wi ll protect the stained glass 
w indows are already in place awaiting the installation in late 
August of the five-tie r, lancet front window and the smaller 
chancel window to the rear. 

Forms were be ing constructed for the concrete walks that will 
t ie the chapel to the roadway. Brush and debris had b een re
moved from the site and landscapers were beginning the process 
of back filling the foundation and shaping the surrounding 
grounds to receive sod and plants. 

The schedule is admittedly tight but the Committee on 
Masonic Homes has received assurances from the contractor 
and vendors that everything will be in place for the dedication 
and datestone ceremonies on September 14. 

Those ceremonies are open to the general public and all 
Masons, their families and fri ends are welcome to attend. 

Activity will begin with a luncheon at noon under a large circus 
tent that wi ll be raised on the lawn that fronts Patton and 
Ranken Halls. 

More than a thousand persons have al ready request ed 
luncheon tickets by using the coupon that appeared in the May 
issue of The Pennsylvania Freemason. 

The officers o f the Grand Lodge will assemble on the roadway 
behind Ranken Hall at 1:00 p.m. to form the processional. The 
li ne of march, a mass of American flags at the head, will proceed 
around Patton HalL pass in front of Ranken HaiL and move 
directly to the chape l s ite. (See map that accompan ies this 
article.) 

The dateston e and d edication ceremonies are scheduled for 
1:30 p.m. and will last about one hour. A special wooden p lat
form is to be constructed adjacent to the porch on the west side 
of the cha-pel building where the Grand Lodge will be set up. The 
area around the Grand Lodge platform will hold several thou
sand people who should have a relatively clear view of the pro
ceedings because of the s lope of the land. 

Following the ceremonies, the chapel building will be open 
for public inspection until about 3:30 p.m. 

The mus ic for the processiona l and recessional wi ll be 
provid ed by the Zemba Shrine Cerem onia l Band and the 

massed colors w ill be made up of members of Constituent 
Commanderies of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar 
of Pennsylvania. 

The campaign to raise funds for the chapel construction 
continues. Contributions for all 36 pews have been received as 
well as a number of$1,500 gifts that are to be acknowledged by 
the placing of bronze plaques in the lobby areas. 

More than half the stained glass window sections, ranging in 
price from $3,000 to $9,000, have been pledged as honorary or 
memorial gifts. The furnishings for the chapel and the lodge 
room that will be maintained in the lower level have also been 
provided by the generous contributions of Masons and the ir 
friends. 

All contributions will be acknowledged by bronze plates or 
plaques. Gifts for the stained glass window sections, for exam
p le, will be recognized on a bronze plate replica, cast at one
tenth the size of the 20 by 40-foot construction. 

Interested persons are invited to contact the Office of the 
Grand Master at the Masonic Temple, One North Broad Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107. 

All contributions to the Chapel Fund, Grand Lodge ofPA, are 
deductible for tax purposes. 

- ELIZABETHTOWN ROUTE 241 ( BAINBRIDGE ROAD) 
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CONSTRUCTION OF STAINED GLASS FOR CHAPEL 

-----
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Grand Master's Dinner at Adam's Mark 
December Quarterly Communication at Philadelphia Marriott 

The December Quarterly Comm u nication ofthe Grand Lodge 
of Pennsylvania will b e held at10 a.m. on Wednesday, December 
4 ,1985 in the Grand Ballroom ofthe Ph iladelphia Marriott Hotel 
at City Line Avenue and Monument Road. 

All Master Masons are welcom e at communications of the 
Grand Lodge. You do not have to be a lodge officer or a Past 
Master to attend. 

The RW. Grand Master, Bro. William A Carpenter, has also 
invited all Master Masons and their ladies to attend a d inner 
dance Wednesday even ing in the Grand Ballroom of the Adam's 
Mark Hotel, across th e avenue from the Marriott. 

You are invited to use the coupon that accompanies th is 
article to order t ickets, at $12.50 per person, to the Grand Master's 
Dinner Dance. Places wi ll be reserved on a first-request basis. 

The Grand Ballroom in the Adam's Mark will hold up to 900 
persons for the d inner dance. The dinner will begin at 6:30p.m. 
and will be followed by entertainment and dancing. 

The entertainment will be provided by The Challengers, 
and the music for dancing will be provided by the Joe Marti n 
Orchestra. 

The officers of the Grand Lodge and th e Grand Master's dis
tinguished guests from other Masonic bodies and other Ma
son icjurisdictions wi ll be dressed formally for the dinner dance, 
as is the custom. 

Formal dress is not required of others. A dark suit is acceptable. 
Please note that early responses will have the greatest chance 

for success in securing d inner dance reservations. Late requests 
will be returned promptly with a letter of regrets. 

Each table in t he Ada m 's Mark Ball room wi ll seat 
10 pe rsons. I f a number of people expect to attend in a group, 
it is suggested that that information be included on the reserva
tion coupon. 

The Philadelphia Marriott Hotel was chosen for the 10 a.m. 
December Quarter ly Communication because it has the capacity 
to seat up to 2,000 p ersons. 

I t has been necessary in recent years to remove communica
t ions from Corinthian Hall in the Masonic Temple in Philadel
phia b ecause o f crowding. 

Cor inthian Ha ll is designed to seat about 550 persons. The 
most recent commun ication, the J une Quarterly held at State 
College, attracted more than 1,200 Masons. And the September 
Quarterly at Tamim ent in 1984 was attended by more t han 
2,300 Masons. 

The problem is especia lly d ifficult at the December Quarterly 
Communication because almost all of the Representatives in 
t he Grand Lodge from t he 558 lodges in the state are expected 

to attend to cast votes d ur ing the election for Grand Lodge 
officers. 

In the past many Representatives traveled hundreds of miles, 
o ften making their first trip to the Grand Lodge, only to find 
themselves viewing the proceedings from a nearby room on 
closed circuit television. 

The Philadelphia Marriott ballroom has more than enough 
space for everyone and has adequate room nearby for balloting. 

Those who attend the morning session are invited to have 
lunch with the Grand Lodge officers in the hotel's De laware 
Ballroom. 

Tickets are required for the luncheon as one m eans of con
trolling costs. 

Please note that one section of the coupon on this page is for 
the luncheon. There is no charge for the meal, but a t icket will be 
required to gain entrance to the luncheon area. 

All coupon request forms should be retu rned as soon as 
possible so that adequate preparations can be m ade for every
one's comfort and convenience. 

Entertainment for the Ora nd Master's Dinner Dance in the Orand 
Ballroom of the Adam's Mark Hote l will be provided by The 
Challengers, one of tl1e foremost pop country music groups i n 
the nation. Thei r fine blending of voices and instrumentati on 
has made them a favorite back-up group for top artists. They 
have appeared in concert with Crystal Oayle, Ann Murray, Marty 
Robbins, the Oak Ridge Boys, the Statler Brothers, Alabama, 
Johnny Cash, and others. The Challengers are ready to take 
center stage on their own. Reservat i ons will be accepted on a 
fi rst-request basis. See coupon below. 

----------------------------------------------------------------,----------------------------------
Dinner Dance Coupon 
Send to-

Office ofK.W. Grand Master . Masonic Temple 
One North Broad Street, Philad e lphia, PA 1910 7-2598 

Lodge No. ____ _ 

Enclosed is my check for $. _ ___ _ 

for reserva tions at $12.50 
per t icket for the Grand Master's Dinner 
Dance to be held at6:3 0 p.m., December 
4, 1985 in the Grand Ballroom, Adam's 
Mark Hote l, City Avenue and Monument 
Road, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Checks should be m ad e payable to the 
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. 

Print Name --------- - -

Address 

City/ State/ Zip 

(Please include a stamped, self -addressed envelope.) 
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Quarterly Luncheon 

Please send m e ticket(s) to 
the December Quarterly Communication 
luncheon to be he ld at 12 noon in 
the Delaware Ballroom, the Philadelphia 
Marriott Hotel, City Line, Philadelphia on 
Wednesday, December 4, 1985. 

My stamped, sel f-addressed envelope 
is enclosed. 

Signed ------------

Telephone - ------ - - --

Lodge No. 3 
Bro. Jacob W. Loux, 
P.M. and Secretary 

Lodge No. 43 
Bro. Albert L. Einolf, P.M. 

Lodge No. 45 
Bro. Raymond C. Friesel, P.M. 

Lodge No. 62 
Bro. Albert P. Berg er, P.M. 

Rural Amity Lodge No. 70 
Bro. Clifford E. Gowan, P.M. 

Palestine-Roxborough 
Lodge No. 135 

Bro. Pearson W. Delaney 
and 

Bro. frank J. Reinert. Jr., P.M. 

Cumberland Star Lodge No. 197 
Bro. Robert N. Nichol 

Danville Lodge No. 224 
Bro. John L Molter, P.M. 

Richmond Lodge No. 230 
Bro. Clayton G. Wilson, P.M. 
and Bro. H. Gilbert Wilson 

Armstrong Lodge No. 239 
Bro. Eugene A. Sheasley, P.M. 

and 
Bro. Robert~- Younkins, P.M. 

Warren Lodge No. 240 
Bro. Watson J. Dayton. P.M. 

and Bro. A. Ralph Taylor. P.M. 

Carbon Lodge No. 242 
Bro. Claude W. Snyder. P.M. 

and 
Bro. Warren C. Ulshafer. P.M. 

Mahonlng Lodge No. 243 
Bro. Richard H. Carnes. P.M. 

Sheklnah Lodge No. 246 
Bro. Jack Reese. P.M. 

Temple Lodge No. 248 
Bro. George ~ Gay. P.M. 

and Bro. James S. Sands, P.M. 

Carbondale Lodge No. 249 
Bro. Ambrose CoUins, P.M. 

StJohn's Lodge No. 260 
Bro. l'.dward S. C81aman, P.M. 
and Bro. Vaughn C. King. P.M. 

Hobah Lodge No. 276 
Bro. J. Meade Neel. Jr •• P.M. 

Clarion Lodge No. 277 
Bro. Hany rL SUnuneniDe. p.M. 

Mountain Lodge No. 281 
Bro. Cbarles C. Emigh. Jr .. P.M. 

and 
Bro. Harold. Goodman. st. P.M. 

Grand Master's Award 
APRIL10, 1 985-AUGUST23, 1985 

Trojan Lodge No. 306 
Bro. Curtis E. Spalding, P.M. 

Will iamson Lodge No. 309 
Bro. Page C. Brown, P.M. 
and Bro. Vernon V. Welsh 

Portland Lodge No. 311 
Bro. Walter C. Emery, P.M. 

Summit Lodge No. 312 
Bro. John S. Kinkead, P.M. 

and Bro. William B. Mott, P.M. 

West Chester Lodge No. 322 
Bro. Edwin Chester, P.M. 

and 
Bro. J. Clement Cooper, P.M. 

Barger Lodge No. 325 
Bro. Henry B. Kulp, 
P.M. and P.D.D.G.M. 

Lehigh Lodge No. 326 
Bro. Walter Stettler, P.M. 

Freedom Lodge No. 328 
Bro. Robert H. Benson, P.M. 

and 
Bro. Thomas f. Chamberlain. P.M. 

Salem Lodge No. 330 
Bro. Arthur M. Davis 

Ligonier Lodge No. 331 
Bro. WDiiam P. McCracken, Jr •• P.M. 

Good Samaritan Lodge No. 336 
Bro. Ray J. Kitzmiller, P.M. 

Great Bend Lodge No. 338 
Bro. Jon W. McHugh. P.M. 

and Bro. Robert J. Walker. P.M. 

Hyde Park Lodge No. 339 
Bro. Albert A. Schoonover. P.M. 

Thomson Lodge No. 340 
Bro. Walter C. Burkey, P.M. 

and Bro. J. Clifford LUtey, P.M. 

Factoryville Lodge No. 341 
Bro. George W. Davidson. P.M. 
and Bro. George C. Qrace, P.M. 

Cowanesque Lodge No. 351 
Bro. Earl ~ Cooper, P.M. 

Lucius H. Scott Lodge No. 352 
Bro. 1..ew1s H. wonau 

canawacta Lodge No. 360 
Bro. Hany M. Benson. P.M. 

and Bro. fiUam E. Hand. P.M. 

WIDiamson Lodge No. 369 
Bro. 11M!l0dore .---•·: 

and Bro.JIOI~ae?~ ... 11:11111-·"'~" 

Osceola Lodge No. 421 
Bro. Roger G. Drake, P.M. 

Mozart Lodge No. 4-36 
Bro. John S. Milne, Ill, P.M. 
and Bro. Russell E. Ott. P.M. 

and 
Bro. Leonard F.E. Wolters, P.M. 

Nicholson Lodge No. 438 
Bro. Wesley H. Anderson, P.M. 

and Bro. F. Malcom Hinklie, P.M. 

Harford Lodge No. 4-4-5 
Bro. Geo rge J. Hunter, P.M. 

and Bro. James A. Tracey, P.M. 

Knapp Lodge No. 4-62 
Bro. Clarence L. Fox 

Kingsbury Lodge No. 466 
Bro. George Mozurkewich 

Le Ray Lodge No. 4 71 
Bro. Ernest L Manchester. P.M. 

Mount Hermon Lodge No. 4 72 
Bro. Milton Bainbridge, P.M. 

and Bro. John C. Cavender, P.M. 

Kennett Lodge No. 4 75 
Reverend Bro. John L ferguson 

and 
Bro. William L Lattomus, P.M. 

Westfield Lodge No. 4 77 
Bro. ~ldon C. Watkins, P.M. 

Robert A. Lamberton 
Lodge No. 487 

Bro. frank r:. Bauerle. P.M. 
and Bro. cart D. Homan. 

P.M. and P.D.D.G.M. 

Logan Lodge No. 490 
Bro. Donald C. Davis, Jr., P.M. 

Excelsior Lodge No. 491 
Bro. ~est Ingram. P.M. 

Pollock Lodge No. 502 
Bro. Kenneth ~ Logan 

Northern Star Lodge No. 555 
Bro. Leo. Joseph Dittman, Sr., P.M. 

Lewisville Lodge No. 556 
Bro. Ronald G. Bennett, P.M. 

Olive Lodge No. 557 
Bro. H. Glenn Wise, P.M. 

Garfield Lodge No. 559 
Bro. John E. Mcfall, P.M. 

Eldred Lodge No. 560 
Bro. Russell N. Downey, P.M. 

Greenleaf Lodge No. 561 
Bro. Charles A. Hahn 

Keystone Lodge No. 569 
Bro. Carl l. Newswanger, P.M. 

Pen Argyl Lodge No. 594 
Bro. c. Harry Stomet. P.M. 

Moosic Lodge No. 664 
Bro. George Sibley. P.M. 

Hiram Lodge No. 616 
Bro. Ernest DeJallfe, P.M. 

and 
Bro. S. Blair Sponeybarger. Jr .. 

P.M. and P.D.D.G.M. 

Henry W. Williams Lodge No. 624 
Bro. Mahlon Rice, Jr., P.M. 

and Bro. Ralph M. Hocker, P.M. 

Harrisburg Lodge No. 6 29 
Bro. David T. Jones, Jr., P.M. 

Doric Lodge No. 630 
Bro. William A. Molsey. P.M. 

Acacia Lodge No. 633 
Bro. Richard 0 . Pierce 

and Bro. Max L Silvis, P.M. 

Oakdale Lodge No. 669 
Bro. Raymond Dale cain, P.M. 

Coraopolis Lodge No. 674 
Bro. Samuel Campbell 

Oil City Lodge No. 710 
Bro. Howard B. Dittman. P.M. 

Westminster Lodge No. 727 
Bro. 1beron R. Carr. P.M. 

Samuel Hamilton Lodge No. 746 
Bro. Rudy RouL P.M. 





Disaster Relief Fund to Aid Tornado Victims 
The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania has 

established a Disaster Relie f Fund to 
provide assistance to the victims of the 
storms and tornadoes that swept through 
western and central Pennsylvania on 
Friday evening. May 31. 

When the winds died down and the 
terrible so unds, described as that 
o f a high speed tra in, faded away, 
homes, farm buildings, and businesses 
in A lbio n. Kane, Cranesville, Atlantic, 
Montgomery, and many o ther towns and 
villages, were gone. 

The R.W. Grand Master, Bro. William 
A. Carpenter, monitored news reports 
throughout the weekend as he consulted 
with the District Deputy Grand Masters 
in each of the affected areas. By the fol
lowing Wednesday, the day of the June 
Quarterly Communication in State Col
lege, he had a good idea o f how many 
Masonic families were in need. 

He used the communication as a fo
rum to announce the creatio n, with the 

Rem ains of dwelling o wned by Bro. Richard 
t:. Buchanan, P.M., Kedron Lodge No. :389. 

At times the best la id plans do go 
astray, and what is o ften taken as an 
excuse is not an excuse at all, but m erely 
the truth. 

Despite our carefully made and exe
cuted plans to accommodate the dinner 
and parking needs of our guests at the 
June Quarter ly Communication in State 
College on June 5, a number of people 
did no t receive the promised meal tickets 
and parking passes by m ail be fore the 
event. 

The staff explained to te lephone cal
lers again and again that their coupons 
had been honored, their t ickets had been 
m ailed in plenty of time, and a ll they had 
to do was be a bit patient. 

The fo llowing letter was sent to us 
on June 1 0, five days after the June 
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concurrence of the Committee on Fi
nance, of a Disast er Relief Fund t o 
address the needs of m embers of the 
lodges, temples and hall associations, 
and others, who suffered losses as a 
resu lt of the storms and to rnadoes. 

The Grand Master has the discretion 
to approve loans up to $5,000 over a 
period offouryearsat no interest, and at 
six per cent per annum thereafter. He 
may also extend the amounts and terms 
of loans in cases of extrem e hardship. 

" The giving of help, a id and assist
ance to worthy, distressed brethren is a 
Masonic duty we canno t ignore," the 
Grand Master said. 

Early requests for loans were proces
sed within a week. At this writing. more 
than $100,000 had been forwarded to 
disaster victims. 

The applications showed total losses 
averaging more than $80,000 per family. 
Their immediate need s for clo thing. 
food and shelter were being m et by 
agencies geared to provide tha t type o f 
relie[ 

Masons are also helping with clean
up efforts. 

A work crew comprised of 35 Masons 
from lodges in the 24th Masonic District 
and nine Masons from the 25th Masonic 
District spent June 8 in Albion. 

One group cleared fallen trees while 
the o ther spent the entire day clearing a 
farmer's 40 acre fie ld o f the debris of two 
houses, two barns and a garage. 

The field crew, according to District 
Deputy Grand Master Ro bert K. Parrish, 
sorted out all the m etal before burning 

It Does Happen. Really! 
m eeting. by Bro. Pau l H. Deigendesch, 
Jr., a Past Master and the Secretary o f 
Southampton Radiant Star Lodge 
No. 806: 

"Tho ught your offlce would ge t a 
chuckle out o f this m ailing. postmarked 
May 24 and received by m e just today, 
June 10-and that's first class! 

" On the reverse side o f the envelope 
you will see that it trave led to Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma on June 3 and to 
Scranton, Pennsylvania on June 7. 

" The d istance from the Mason ic 
Temple in Philadelphia to my home in 
Churchville is about 26 m iles. I just 
wanted you to know this envelope got a 
lo t of m ileage for 22 cents." 

It is not often that som eon e takes 
the time to write and e ffectively take us 

West Middlesex area-a Brother 's ;former 
hom e. 

the remainder o f the debris in 1 0 large 
fires. 

The farmer is no t a Mason, but be
cause many non Masons helped to build 
the new lodge building in Albio n (it was 
dedicated by the Grand Lodge several 
weeks before the tornado), the Masonic 
work crew was happy to be able to return 
the favor. 

The Albion lodge building was not 
dam aged by the storm. 

Reports o f damage in varying degrees 
have been received from the Distr ict 
Deputy Grand Masters in districts 18, 22, 
23, 24, 25. 26, 33, 41, 4 7, 5 3 and 56. 

Any Mason who wishes to apply for 
assistance through the Disaster Relief 
Fund is advised to contact h is District 
Deputy Grand Master who wi ll secure the 
necessary forms. 

The applicatio n forms are screened 
by a committee that m akes a recom
m endation to the Grand !"laster. The en
t ire process is usually completed within 
seven working days. 

o ff the hook. but we r eally thank Bro. 
Deigendesch for o ne additio na l o bser
vatio n in his letter. 

"Up to now I t hought the excuse of 
something being detained in the m ail 
was just a cop out by the sender," he 
wrote, adding. "Now I wi ll take that excuse 
more serio usly." 

Apparently at least one bag of first 
class m ail that left this office on or about 
May 22 was somehow routed first to 
Oklahom a and was then forwarded too 
late to be o f any use to the Masons who 
needed the con tents for June 5. 

Did we receive an apology or explana
tion from the post o ffice? Several weeks 
have now gone by and still no word. 

Perhaps the apology is lost in the 
m ail. 

Statue of Liberty Fund Drive Lags In Pennsylvania 
The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvan ia, 

alo ng wi th virtually every other Grand 
Lodge in the nation, has p ledged its sup
port to the effort to restore the Statue of 
Liberty. 

Grand Master William A. Carpenter 
announced in May of 1984 a goal of 
$202,241, representing a contribution of 
$1 for every Mason on the rolls in Pennsyl
vania as of Decem ber 27, 1983. 

At the end of July, 14 months into the 
fund ra ising effort that is to conclude on 
July4,1986, the date ofthe National Statue 
o f Liberty Centenn ial celebration, the Ma
sons of Pennsylvania had contributed less 
than $50,000. 

Masons played an important part in 
gathering the funds requ ired to place the 
statue 100 years ago. The ground swell of 
support expected in Pennsylvania for the 
current restoration project has not yet 
materialized. 

According to the compu ter files main
tained by the Grand Lodge in gathering 
the contributions to date, a little more 
than $5,000 has been donated by 346 

Grand Master Issues 
Two New Decisions 
Co ntinued from p receding page .3. 

whether such occas ions. are c losed or 
open to the general public. Members of 
the lodges may also address such occa
sio ns, p rovided approval of the District 
Deputy Orand Master has been obtained 
in each instance. 

" Mem bers of our lodges may also 
attend d inners, banquets, entertain
m ents, insta llatio ns and similar occa
s ions of other fe m ale organizations, 
m embership in w hich is based upon Ma
sonic affiliation, provided such events 
are open to the public, and f urther p ro
vided that no Pennsylvania Mason par
ticipates in any ceremo ny or a ny activ 
ity associated with a cerem ony. Mem
bers of our lodges m ay address such af
fa irs only upon the specific written ap
p roval of the Ora nd Master in each 
instance. " 

Herold, 1964 
Carpenter, 1985 

Please note the change in the above 
decision has nothing to do with the youth 
groups, the Rainbow for Gir ls or Job's 
Daughters. 

The r ights and privileges of Masons 
regard ing the fem ale youth groups are 
spelled out in other sections of Article 
XXXIII. particularly Section 5, which al
lows Masons to take part in the work, 
ri t ua listic or otherwise, and in the pro
ceedings o f the Order of Rainbow for 
Girls and the International Order of Job's 
Daughters. 

individual members. A little more than 
$40,000 has been contributed by 130 of 
the lodges. Six masonically affiliated 
groups have given a bit more than $1,500 
to the campaign. 

The response of individuals is surpris
ingly less than one-fifth of one percent of 
the membership. Just 23 percent of the 
lodges, less than one out of every four, 
have participated to this point 

An answer to Pennsylvania's lukewarm 
response to the campaign cannot be found 
in the reaction of Freemasons elsewhere 
to the call for help. 

The Grand Lodge of California, for ex
am pie, was so heartened by a response of 
more than $500,000 to its first appeal 
notice that it upped its pledge to a full 
$1 mill ion. At last report, California 
Masons had already contributed more 
than $800,000. 

The national goal to restore both the 
Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island was initial
ly establ ished at$230 million. It has been 
indicated that an additional $30 million 
will be required. 

Should every Mason in the country take 
part, the fraternity will provide more than 
$3 million for the restoration effort 

Grand Master Carpenter believes the 
solution to the problem of slow response 
by Pennsylvania Masons will be found in 
an increased effort on the part of Grand 
Lodge and Blue Lodge officers in ra llying 
the support of individual mem bers. 

He has asked the District Deputy Grand 
Masters to p lace the fund drive at the top 
of the list of priori ties as the lodges con
vene after the summer call off. 

The Grand Master has authorized the 
use of general lodge funds as well as char
ity funds in meeting th is goal. 

You may send your contribution by 
check or money order made payable to 
the Statue of Liberty Fund, Grand Lodge of 
Pa. to the Office of the Grand Master, 
Masonic Temple, One North Broad Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107. 

Your support is needed and appre
ciated. 

Grand Master's Hook Readied for Sale 

The Exemplar- A Guide to a Mason's 
Actions, a Masonic text authored by the 
R.W. Grand Master of the Grand Lodge o f 
Pennsylvania, Bro. William A. Car~enter, 
is now available for advance sale th;ough 
the Offlce of the Grand Master in the 
Masonic Temple in Philadelphia. 

Early orders may be placed through 
use of the attached coupon. 

All last minute proof corrections had 
been made and the color and artwork 
checked at the time this report was pre
pared. 

The bulkofthe text changes had been 
accomplished by late June and early July, 
but the dotting of i's and the crossing of 
t's is a careful process that cannot be 
rushed, especially in the glossary and sym
bol sections of the Grand Master's work. 
The book is expected to come off the 
presses in late August 

The book is being published in three 
styles, soft-cover, hard-cover and a deluxe 
edition in leather. 

The soft-cover edition is priced at 
$12.95; the hard-cover, in buckram, at 
$1 6.95; and the deluxe edition, in dark 
blue, Moroccan leather with gold stamp, 
is $49.95 per copy. 

If you place your order now, you can 
expect to wait four weeks for delivery. 

-. 
r--, ~ J ..... ~---------------------------

-~~: ·~ ... ; 
"' ·he Exemplar-,..r ~ 
· ·..,. ~';;,A Guide to 
~...:~' a Mason's Actions ,, . 

Enclosed is my check or money order in 
the amount of$ for __ copies o f 
The Exemplar-A Guide to a Mason's Actions. 

Please check 
0 Soft-cover edition 
0 Hard-cover edition 

$12.95 __ _ 
$16.95 __ _ 

0 Deluxe leather edition $49.95 __ _ 
Total __ _ 

Ship to: 
Name ----- --------

Address ____ _______ _ 

City ____ State ___ Zip __ _ 

Telephone ___________ _ 

The above prioe.s ind ude taxes, postage and handling rosts. 

Mail to: 
The Office of the Grand Master 

The Masonic Temple 
One North Broad Street 

Philadelphia, Penna. 1 9107 
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Grand Lodge Hall Progress Report 
The renovation of Grand Lodge Hall, the first major 

building constructed on the grounds of the Masonic Homes at 
Elizabethtown and placed in service in August of 1913, 
continues on schedule. 

The Grand Lodge Committee on Masonic Homes has been 
guiding an extensive program of modernization of residential 
guest quarters since 1979. The grand o ld lady, the 
cornerstone o f the Masonic Homes' complex, is the last to be 
restored. 

This last phase of the project estimated to cost $5.5 
million, was begun in January of this year and is scheduled for 
completion late in 1986. 

While the interior o f the three-story building is undergoing 
extensive change on the second and third floors, the first floor 
will be maintained in its original form except for the add ition 
of elevators at each end o n the east and west and the 
installation of new stairways and fire doors. 

The Ho lm esburg granite facade of the building will not be 
d isturbed. 

As indicated in the accompanying photographs, the 
interior dry walls have been constructed over the m etal 
studding on the third floor. All wiring and plumbing is 
completed and the sprinkler system has been installed. 

Workmen of the Warfel Construction Co. of Lancaster will 
now apply the dry wall in the hallway and construct the drop 
ceiling. 

A new concrete floor has been poured on the second floor 
and ho les have been drilled for wiring condu it and p lumbing. 

The room layout has been drawn o n the floor and the 
m etal stud work is beginning. 

The o ld sewer lines in the basement areas have been torn 
out and replacem ent of the entire sewage system is 
proceeding on schedule. 

Residential guests continue to use the kitchen and d in ing 
room each day in a carefu lly designed p lan that seals o ff the 
dirt and noise o f the construction areas. 

Change in Admission Policy 
The Masonic Hom es at Elizabethtown, 

having completed an extensive renovation 
program, is pleased to announce to the 
membership at large that there are open
ings available for immediate admissions. 

In order to fill theseopeningsasquick
ly and efficiently as possible, the Grand 
Lodge Committee on Mason ic Homes has 
expanded the admission policy to include 
additional classes of applicants. 

The Masonic Homes at El izabethtown 
has traditionally accepted as its guests 
the fo llowing: 

1 . Master Masons who have been 
members in good standing forlO or more 
years and their wives. 

2. Widows of Master Masons with no 
requirement on the t ime he was a Mason. 

3. Mothers of deceased Master Masons 
with no requ irement on the t im e he was 
a Mason. 

4. Mo thers o f living Master Masons, 
providing the Mason has been a member 
in good stand ing for 10 or more years. 
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Now, the Masonic Homes is able to 
consider applications for adm ission from 
daughters, sisters and grandmothers of 
Master Masons, living or deceased, pro
vid ing the living Master Mason has been a 
mem ber in good standing for 10 or 
m ore years. 

I t is still necessary that those who suc
cessfu lly apply surrender their assets 
upon admissio n. The primary concern of 
the Com m ittee on Mason ic Hom es, how
ever, is to meet the needs o f the appli
cants regard less o f financial status. 

Those meeting the above standards 
need on ly make their request known to 
the Secretary of the Pennsylvania lodge 
where Masonic affi liation is held. He will 
secure for you the necessary application 
forms. 

Anyone requ ir ing addit ional informa
tion about the Masonic Homes at Eliza
bethtown is invited to write to the 
Commitee at the Masonic Homes, Eliza
bethtown, PA 17022-9985. 

A Special Offer 
For Keepers 

Are you a keeper? Do you file copies 
of The Pennsylvania Freemason away 
for future reference? 

The May issue was hard on keepers. 
It contained no less than four coupons 
pertaining to Grand Lodge events. How 
do you cl ip coupons and still have a 
decent issue to keep? 

We want to be kind to keepers. 
Several thousand copies ofthe last 

issue were printed just for keepers. 
If you would like a keeper copy of 

the May issue you are invited to write to 
the Office of the Grand Master at the 
Masonic Temple, One North Broad 
Street Philadelph ia, PA 19107. 

We'll do almost anything to keep 
our keepers happy. 

Maine Honors Pennsylvania Grand Master 
The Grand Lodge of Maine has pre

sented to the Grand Master of Pennsyl
vania, Bro. William A Carpenter, the 
Josiah Hayden Drummond Distin
guished Service Medal. 

Named for the 21 st Grand Master of 
Maine, the Josiah Hayden Drummond 
Award is presented annually at the d iscre
t ion of the Grand Master of Maine ..... to 
Freemasons whose outstanding pro
ficiency in the knowledge of Freemasonry 
and d istinguished service in the success
ful application of that knowledge for the 
advancement of the welfare of the Craft 
shall have rendered them worthy of such 
recognition and honor." 

The presentation was made to Grand 
Master Carpenter at the 166th Annual 
Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
Maine held at Portland on Tuesday, May 7 
by the Most Worshipful Grand Master, Bro. 
Peter C. Schm idt 

Masonic law in Maine allows just one 
award to Masons outside the jurisdiction 
in any Masonic year. 

Ma ine is the third state to honor the 
Pennsylvania Grand Master. He was first 
honored in 1 965 by the Grand Lodge 
of Rhode Island when he was p resented 
the Christopher Champlin Medal in 

recognition of " outstanding Masonic 
achievements." 

In July of1984 he rece ived the highest 
award granted by the Grand Lodge of 
Connecticut, the Pierpont Edwards Medal 
in bronze, ... .. because of h is continued 
loyal and constant service to Freemason
ry, and because of his exemplification of 
its highest qualities in his everyday life." 

The Grand Lodge ofMaine created the 
Josiah Hayden Drummond Medal in 1939 
in honor of that state's most revered 
Mason. 

Josiah Hayden Drummond (1827-
1902) was the Grand Master of Masons in 
Maine from 1860 through 1862 while 
serving as the state's attorney general. 

He was elected to the Maine house 
and senate during a political career that 
spanned more than 30 years. He was 
counsel to several railroad corporations 
during most of his professional life and 
devoted much effort to securing legisla
tion to improve insurance contracts. 

Josiah Hayden Drummond is perhaps 
most remembered as a Masonic scholar 
whose voluminous writ ings on j uris
p rudence strongly influenced the Mason
ic legislation o f many Grand Lodges in 
the country. 

Grand Master Makes Three Masons at Sight 
The Pennsylvania State University was 

the site of an extra communication of the 
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania on June 5 
when three men, at the direction of the 
RW. Grand Master, Bro. William A Carpen
ter, were made Masons at sight 

Brothers Henry Cooper, Robert W. Baer 
and Henry D. Nye became the fourth, fifth 
and sixth Masons to be made at sight 
during the administration of Grand Mas
ter Carpenter. 

The Grand Master used the authority 
on ly he possesses to sim ilarly honor Bro. 
Raymond A. Heist last June and Brothers 
Donald B. Reeder and Robert J. Bruce 
in November. 

In the last 100 years, 25 Grand Mas
ters have caused 72 men to be Masons at 
sight; nine in the past 10 years. 

This latest communication, held in 
the Milton S. Eisenhower Auditorium on 
the university campus, was convened at 
1:00 p.m. and concluded by 4:15 p.m., 
allowing the more than 900 Masons who 
attended to eat d inner at 5 :00 p.m. and 
return for the June Quarterly Communi
catio n at 7:00p.m. 

A number of un ique steps were tal~en 
to shorten t he t ime required to confer all 
three degrees on each cand idate. 

The R. W. Grand Master, Bro. William A. 
Ca rpenter, met in the lobby of the Milton S. 
Eisenhower Auditorium with the three men 
he honored by making them Masons at sight. 
At the right is Bro. Henry Cooper and to the 
left is Bro. Henry D. Nye. Bro. Robert W. Baer 
is confined to a wheelchair as the result of a 
swimming accident severa l years ago. 

All three candidates were obligated at 
the same time. Some of the repetit ion in 
the ritual was removed, and because one 
ofthe candidates was confined to a wheel
chair, the others served as his exemplars 
during parts of the degrees. 

Grand Master Carpenter asked those 
who conferred the degrees and those who 
witnessed them to give him their reac
tions to the changes. The opin ions ex
pressed to date are being stud ied and the 
Grand Master expects to report to the 
craft: in general at the September Quar
terly Communication to be held at the 
Masonic Homes in Elizabethtown on 
Wednesday, September 4. 

Brother Henry Cooper is already famil
iar to many Masons in Pennsylvania as 
the artist who creates the portraits o f the 
Grand Masters that are displayed in the 
Benjamin Franklin Room at the Masonic 
Temple in Philadelphia. 

He was first commissioned by the 
Grand Lodge in 1972 to paint the portrai t 
of then Grand Master Bro. W. Orvill e 
Kimmel. He has painted a ll the Grand 
Masters since that time as well as a por
trait of Bro. Hiram P. Ball, who served as 
Grand Master in 1970 and 1971. and the 

Continued to page 19. 
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'Direct(y from the (jrand Master 
Brethren, Our Number 1 Question: 

IS PENNSYLVANIA MASONRY TO BE OR NOT TO BE? 

My Dear Brethren: 
This is one of my final articles to you 

Brethren as your Right Worshipful Grand 
Master. I have decided to share with you 
a number of facts, figures and condi
tions I have experienced in my informal 
visitations to more than 410 Blue 
Lodges throughout our Jurisdiction 
during the past 18 months. 

To learn of the refurbishings of the 
lodge rooms and buildings pr ior to the 
Grand Master's visits has been a high
light of the lodge visitation program. The 
generous contributions to the various 
charitable endeavors, the rare, beautiful 
and priceless gifts presented to the 
Grand Master, and the tokens of remem
brance and affection sent home to the 
Grand Master's wife have been absolutely 
wonderful. It has a ll amounted to a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience and this 
humble Mason will be forever grateful. 

My experience with Master Masons 
for nearly 40 years tells me that Masons 
prefer honesty. Hence, I am going to tell 
you the facts as I see them. 

This article is calculated to excite 
more effort and dedication for Pennsyl
vania Masonry by those Brethren taking 
an active part in the Craft. It may 
surprise you but this particular group 
represents o nly 21 percent of our total. 

My "State of the Craft" report is also 
calculated to nudge and excite m ost if 
not all, o f the remaining 79 percent of 
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Pennsylvania Masons to improve their 
attitude, their support and their under
standing of what Pennsylvania Masonry 
is all about. It is, indeed, a sad 
commentary to relate that men will 
expend funds to petition the Craft, 
qualifY for acceptance, receive the three 
degrees of the Blue Lodge, and then 
resign. And it is more annoying to find 
out that this particular segment com
prises more than two thirds of our total 
membership of record. What a power for 
good would develop within Pennsylvania 
Masonry i f a greater percentage of you 
Brethren would take your Masonry 
seriously, would become more knowl
edgeable in the basics of Pennsylvania 
Masonry, and would reflect the one and 
only purpose of Freemasonry-a pursuit 
of excellence-which is the Masonic way 
of life! 

In 1960 our Jurisdiction, the third 
o ldest in the Masonic world, had 610 
Blue Lodges with a total membership 
that was close to 258,000 Masons. 
During the past 25 years we have 
experienced a continuous decline which 
now finds us with approximately 203,000 
members spread throughout 558 Blue 
Lodges. In the past year and a hal f, 
fifteen of our Blue Lodges have been 
forced to m erge with other lodges, and I 
am informed that five or six additional 
lodge m ergers will be submitted for 
action during the ba lance o f th is year. I 
regret to announce that I have dissolved 
two lodges in recent months. 

For years we had 70 Masonic distr icts 
throughout the Jurisdiction. We are now 
down to 63 Masonic districts and the 
projected plan is to eliminate three 
more. As you can now see, my Brethren, 
we are going in the wrong direction. 

We have far too many Blue Lodges 
that can' t even muster a corps of 
o fficers. We have Worshipful Masters who 
are serving thei r fourth and fifth consec
utive years, just to hold the lodge 
together. We have Blue Lodges that 
cannot elect a lodge secretary. 

Brethren, we have Blue Lodges that 
are nearly defunct for the lack of 
enthusiastic leadership. We have Blue 
Lodges that are unable to confer e ither 
of the three degrees. If, by chance, they 
approve a petitioner, they are beholden 

to the officers and members of a lodge 
nearby to confer the degrees. 

It has been disturbing to learn that 
far too many of our Blue Lodges are not 
indoctrinating new members in the 
basic information about Pennsylvania 
Masonry. This is covered very well in the 
numerous printed folders, pamphlets 
and booklets published by our Grand 
Lodge. 

In 1977, an effort was made to 
enforce the proficiency program as 
required by our Constitution, the Ahiman 
Rezon. Various adjustments have been 
applied during the past eight years in a 
more determined effort to realize the 
full extent of a proficiency program. 
Printed folders containing the 26 ques
tions to be answered by the candidate 
during his advancement through the 
three Symbolic degrees, were made 
available for presentation to the candi
date on the evening he was entered. A 
deluxe embossed wallet certificate for 
the newly raised Master Mason to carry, 
once he has completed his proficiency 
requirem ents in all three degrees, is 
also available for the lodges to process. 
Yet, as I m eet and greet newly raised 
Master Masons in my travels and visits, it 
is most disturbing to learn that lodges 
are not distributing the folders with the 
proficiency questions nor are they pro
cessing the coveted wallet certificates. 

One of the priceless legacies of 
Pennsylvania Masonry is our r itualistic 
and lodge work. As one author has 
written : " It is sublime by its simplicity 
and dignity." With but few exceptions, 
such as the prayers and charges, our 
ritua l has, for 254 years, been handed 
down by word of mouth to ear. We have 
56 Schools of Instruction serving our 63 
Masonic districts where the ritual and 
the mechan ics of the lodge room work 
are taught to lodge officers and those 
who should be teaching the new Masons. 
There are twelve or more sectional 
meetings of the schools of instruction 
conducted each year for the purpose of 
exemplifYing and teaching the proper 
phraseology and procedures relating to 
the ritua l and lodge work. 

I have reason to believe that the 
instruction in the schools of instruction 
and at the sectiona l m eetings is of the 

best and in conformity to our ritual and 
lodge work. However, something seems 
to happen to our ritual and lodge work 
when it arrives in the lodge room. To be 
frank, there have been times in my visits 
when it was rather difficult to associate 
Pennsylvania ritual and lodge work with 
what I was observing. To observe Penn
sylvania Masons wearing their aprons 
beneath their jackets, indicates some
thing. To observe Pennsylvania Masons 
entering the body of the open lodge and 
being waved by lodge officers to slip to 
the sidelines without advancing to the 
altar, also tells us something. To 
observe Pennsylvania Masons crossing 
the lodge room in the body of the open 
lodge between the East and the altar 
while the officers of the lodge act as if 
nothing wrong is taking place, tells us 
something more. 

While visiting over 400 Blue Lodges I 
have also observed the attitude toward 
our Masonic dress code. I must state 
that the majority of the Pennsylvania 
Masons are dressing in accordance with 
our Masonic dress code. However, it 
does cause one to wonder just what 
concept of Freemasonry a m ember 
must have who will attend a stated or 
special meeting of a Blue Lodge wearing 
a sweater with open shirt collar and no 
tie. Oh yes, sneakers have found their 
way into our lodge rooms. Red ones at 
that Dungarees have also made their 
appearance. It is also interesting to 
learn of the number of elected lodge 
secretaries and treasurers who have 
decided they are exempt from honoring 
our Masonic dress code. 

Not long after my informal visitations 
started I noted that quite a number of 
the Tylers were not wearing the sword 
which is part of the Tylers' regalia. When 
questioned about the missing swords it 
appears that many of the lodges had 
none. They had been conveniently hidden 
or lost I have been informed that over 
120 new Tyler's swords have been pur
chased over the past eighteen months. 
We're making progress in some areas. 

Mention has been made of the 
support Pennsylvania Masons provide 
for our m any worthwhile charities. We 
have recently established the Masonic 
Charities Fund, Grand Lodge of Pennsyl
van ia. To this fund you may designate 
contributions to your favorite charity 
endorsed by our Grand Lodge. You can 
also designate "Other Charities" which 
enables the Grand Lodge Line Officers 
and the Grand Lodge Committee on 
Finance to apply your contribution to a 
charity where there is an urgent need for 
additional funds. There still remains a 
mystery, however, about how Pennsyl
vania Masons support Grand Lodge 

appeals for charitable funds. For many, 
many years, l ess than 25 percent of our 
members have contributed to the annual 
appeal for our Masonic Homes. This 
runs close to the breakdown mentioned 
earlier, revealing that 21 percent of our 
membership do reflect a concern and 
remain somewhat active, while 79 percent 
remain as just names on the member
ship roles of our respective Blue Lodges. 

I pledged $202,241.00 in support of 
the restoration of the Statue of Liberty, a 
Masonic undertaking from the date it was 
conceived, back in the 1870s. My pledge 
was based on every member contributing 
a single dollar. To date, less than a year 
from the day when "The Great Old Lady" 
is to be rededicated, Pennsylvania 
Masons have contributed less than 25 
percent of the pledge I have made. 

Project SOLOMON II is now more 
than a year and a half old. It was 
scheduled for a four-year endeavor, 
1984 through 1987. While it is accom
plishing its purpose in two of the seven 
regions throughout the Jurisdiction, the 
lack of leadership and uncooperative 
attitudes of lodge officers in the other 
five regions makes it appear that in far 
too many Lodges Project SOLOMON II is 
doomed to a sad demise. The lack of 
cooperation and the negative attitude of 
lodge secretaries in many cases is a 
perfect example of how an expensive 
survival kit for Pennsylvania Masonry can 
go awry. When the manuals, kits, and 
report forms were mailed to the lodge 
secretaries in the spring of 1 984, many 
lodges seemed to reject the details 
required to get the program in gear. 
Some secretaries never opened the 
cartons containing the working tools of 
the program. Monthly 3 x 5 report cards to 
to be completed and mailed to the Grand 
Master's Office indicating membership 
statistics to be used in our computer 
progress printouts and to direct neces
sary action or advice, have not been 
honored in far too many of our lodges. 
There are lodge secretaries who have 
never processed one of these 3 x 5 cards 
over the past 18 months. Perhaps some
day it will be generally accepted that the 
majority of those involved in the Craft do 
not have the time for Freemasonry. 

For many years I have been of the 
opinion that any program, other than 
the routine business of the lodge, 
particularly at a stated meeting, should 
feature and promote som e phase of 
Freemasonry. Why not? It is the only 
evening in the month when the Brethren 
assemble in the required meeting of the 
lodge. What better time is there than at a 
stated meeting of a Blue Lodge to share 
Freemasonry and inform the Brethren? 
What better time is there to share som e 

of the basics of Pennsylvania Masonry 
than when the Brethren are assembled 
in a tyled lodge room, or even at the 
refreshment hour that follows? A perus
al of the monthly lodge notices and even 
the reports of District Deputy Grand 
Masters show that programs at some of 
the stated meetings of our Blue Lodges 
include subjects and topics such as : 
" Farm Animal Husbandry," "The Gypsy 
Moth," "The Future of Forestry," " Lawn 
care," "Are Taxes Necessary?" and, just 
one more, "A Slide Presentation of the 
Galapagos Islands." Just what is wrong 
in discussing or presenting a program 
about Freemasonry? 

With regret and reluctance I feel 
compelled to mention a few more 
curses that have plagued the growth and 
reputation of Pennsylvania Masonry. 

In my mingling with the Craft the past 
year and a half, several private conversa
tions with the Brethren have brought 
forth personal concerns relative to the im
age Freemasonry has in various places. 

The question and concern has been 
raised about the loud and loose use of 
profanity that seems to be the hallmark 
of certain Master Masons. Not only are 
they notorious for their foul mouths at 
work and in their travels outside the 
Lodge and even around young people, but 
they are reported to so behave in ante 
rooms and other Masonic gatherings. 

Also brought to our attention is the 
fact that we have members who tend to 
extend their drinking habits to an 
excessive level. Not only is their behav
ior, at times, disgraceful to the Craft b~t I 
am informed that Stated Meetings have 
been disrupted by a member not in full 
control of himsel[ It was also shocking 
to learn of a candidate to be raised who 
had to be escorted out of the building on 
the evening scheduled for the degree be
cause he was in no condition to receive 
it All this certainly tells us just how far in 
the wrong direction we have been drifting. 

One more curse that has tarnished 
the prestige and integrity of Freema
sonry has been the duplicity a small 
segment of our membership seems to 
possess. While in and around Masonic 
activity, their conduct seems to be 
tolerable. Yet, away from Masonic activity 
and especially where they have been or 
are still employed, their behavior and 
immaturity is reported as reaching a 
point that is almost inhuman. Some o f 
the comments expressed by victims of 
the "other lives" of these Masonic misfits, 
which include Brother Master Masons 
along with the profane, are: PitifuL 
despicable, contemptible, degrading 
and disgraceful. Isn't it a sad testimony 
to learn that we have brethren who 

Continued to next page 
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1Jirectfy from tfie (jrand Master IS PENNSYLVANIA MASONRY TO BE OR NOT TO BE? 
Continued from preceding page. 

masquerade as members of the Craft 
and then bring dishonor to our fraternity 
by their imbecilic behavior away from 
their Lodge? 

My Brethren, it appears that we have 
not only failed miserably in educating 
and indoctrinating these members who 
fail to cope with our Masonic standards, 
but it is obvious that we have also failed 
miserably in educating and indoctrinat
ing two of the most vital groups in Free
masonry, those who recommend men for 
the degrees of Symbolic Masonry and 
those who are charged with the inves
tigation of a petitioner for the degrees of 
Symbolic Masonry. 

Acquiring a basic knowledge of 
Pennsylvania Masonry was foremost with 
those Brethren who establ ished Free
masonry in our great Commonwealth 
over 200 years ago. Equally important 
during the formative years of Pennsyl
vania Masonry, was the development and 
maintenance of character throughout 
our membership. After two world wars 
and a depression, something has hap
pened, Brethren. We have been drifting 
from our basic principles and foun
dations. It is that time, once again, when 
Master Masons should make Freemason
ry a way of life-every day and in every 
way. If this doesn't happen, there could 
be a question as to our future. 

The final item in this "State of the 
Craft' epistle should and must be the 
priority concern of each and every 
Pennsylvania Mason if our fraternity is to 
fulfill its rightful purpose for the genera
tions to follow. That priority involves our 
urging Pennsylvania Masons to become 
more knowledgeable in the basics of 
Pennsylvania Masonry. Pennsylvania Ma
sons are notorious for their ignorance of 
basic Freemasonry. The fact that we 
haven't enforced our proficiency require
ments until recent years could very well 
be the cause for this condition. Word of 
Pennsylvania Masons not being able to 
prove themselves as Master Masons 
when attempting to visit lodges in other 
Jurisdictions-and even in our own 
Jurisdiction-is certainly not a credit to 
Pennsylvania Masonry. 

As mentioned, our Grand Lodge 
publishes and makes available all types 
of printed folders, booklets, pamphlets 
and papers on Freemasonry, but mem
bers are reluctant to request them and 
our Lodge Officers aren' t interested 
enough to see that their members are 
supplied with the available literature. 
Members of our Grand Lodge Commit
tee on Masonic Education schedule and 
travel throughout our Jurisdiction, con
ducting seminars and sharing the 
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literature on the basics of Freemasonry. 
Unfortunately, those who should be in 
attendance at the seminars are conspic
uous by their absence. 

Having a knowledge of basic Free
masonry is the one and only solution if 
Pennsylvania Masonry is to thrive and 
remain as a challenge for excellence. 
And the only way we can support that 
philosophy is to exemplifY those pre
cepts taught in the three symbolic 
degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry. 

History reminds us that when nations 
and cultures of the past failed to learn 
and maintain an understanding of who 
and what they were, they perished 
forever. Freemasonry could very well 
share that fate. When we launched 
Project SOLOMON II and lodges began 
circulating our new literature which tells 
the world who we are and what we stand 
for, it was gratifYing to learn of the 
increases in the requests for petitions. 

It has been most disturbing to learn 
as I have been visiting and mingling with 
the Craft in Pennsylvania just how little 
Pennsylvania Masons know about basic 
Freemasonry. What in the world has 
happened to us? When each of us 
answered the questions on the blank 
form of petition for the lodge and then 
signed it we pledged ourselves to a 
" desire of knowledge." We also stated 
that: " If the prayer of my petition is 
granted, I will conform to the Ancient 
Usages and Customs of the Fraternity." 
We as Masons have always had a moral 
obligation to be knowledgeable about 
Freemasonry. 

Ignorance is a word with unpleasant 
connotations. It is sometimes defined 
as lack of knowledge, but I am not quite 
sure that I agree with that definition. We 
all lack knowledge of many things that 
fall outside of our station in life. 
However, I would subscribe to the theory 
that a man is ignorant who lacks 
knowledge which he is under a moral 
obligation to have. Hence, a man who 
has not fulfi lled his moral obligation to 
possess basic knowledge of Freemason
ry could be classified as Masonically 
ignorant. We can certain ly be a more 
productive fraternity without that identity. 

For many years, and even more so 
recently, church denominations have 
been citing us for many things that are 
not pleasing to read nor hear. These 
attacks usually come from those who 
are having rea l problem s themselves. 
There are devious ways of getting 
publicity and when you are desperate 
you' ll try all of them. 

A portion of the criticism leveled at 
Freemasonry can be blamed on certain 

members within the Craft:. Yes, we have 
members who have been lmown to 
boast for all ears to hear that: " Free
masonry is my religion." Some of our 
members have even been quoted as 
saying: " My Lodge is my Church." 
Brethren, neither of these remarks is a 
credit to Freemasonry. They are abso
lutely out of order. With such erroneous 
comments, it is not too difficult to 
reason why Freemasonry is being mis
understood, especially by those with 
deep religious convictions. This is just 
one more reason why it is so urgent that 
we become more knowledgeable about 
Freemasonry in Pennsylvania. Then, and 
only then, will more Pennsylvania Ma
sons be able to explain and discuss 
Freemasonry with some degree of 
intell igence and authority. 

The time has arrived for Freemasons 
to speak out and let the world know who 
we are and what we stand for. What's 
wrong with that? What in the world do we 
have to hide, save our ritual with a few 
steps, signs, grips and words? Yes, it is 
about time that Freemasons stand up to 
be counted. But Brethren, you really 
can't sound off until you know what 
you're talking about. 

There seems to be an endless list of 
priorities that are occupying the con
cerns and time of Masons. Some of 
them are worthy. Some are not so 
worthy. But the top priority of every 
Pennsylvania Mason for the rest of his 
life should and must be to acquire and 
maintain a basic knowledge of Penn
sylvania Masonry. Nothing else is more 
important. 

In our pursuit of excellence as 
Freemasons, we have A Faith to Live By, 
A Self to Live With, and A Number of 
Causes to Live For. 

When a ll this is accomplished, then 
we will have the answer as to whether 
Pennsylvania Masonry is to be or not to 
be. It is up to you, my Brethren. 

Freemasonry Is What Freemasons Are! 

Ever fraternal, WILLIAM A CARPENTER 
R. W. Orand f\1aster 

Grand Master Makes Three Masons at Sight 
Continued from preceding page 15. 

present Grand Treasurer, Bro. Arthur R. 
Diamond. 

Bro. Cooper has painted more than 
950 portraits to date. The list of promi
nent men and women contains the names 
of leaders in business, law, m edicine, re
ligion and education. His work includes 
26 portraits in the National Jockeys Hall 
of Fame at Pimlico, opera stars Robert 
Merrill and Roberta Peters, and the late 
Golda Meir, former prime minister of 
Israel. 

Painting is but one aspect of Bro. 
Cooper's ta lent Music has always been 
an important part of his life and it was his 
singing voice that won him the position 
as cantor in TempleAdath Jeshurun, mak
ing him the you ngest cantor in the coun
try at the t ime. 

He describes himself as a descendant 
ofthe tribe of Levi, ofthose who made the 
music and served with the priests in the 
temple in Jerusalem, who takes great 
pride in serving today as his family served 
2,500 years ago. 

Bro. Cooper was born in the Ultraine 
and came to America at the age of six. He 
was raised in Phi ladelphia and is a grad
uate of Central High School and Gratz 
College. 

He now resides in Baltimore, Maryland 
with h is wife, Ruth. Grand Master Carpen
ter secured a waiver of jurisdiction from 
the Grand Lodge of Maryland in order to 
make Bro. Cooper a Mason at sight. 

Bro. Robert W. Baer is ajunior student 
at Ed inboro University. 

The son of Bro. and Mrs. Gilbert M. 
Baer of 114 Juniper Street Mechanics
burg, PA, he is a memberofCarlisle Chap
ter, Order ofDeMolay. His father is a mem
ber of Lowther Manor Lodge No. 781. 

He served his DeMolaychapter as Jun
ior Steward, Senior Steward, Junior Dea
con, Senior Deacon and Sentinel. He is 
also a charter member of Auvergne Priory, 
Order of Knighthood. 

Bro. Baer has attained the rank of Eagle 
Scout and has earned bronze, silver and 
gold palms. 

He is an honors graduate of Mechan
icsburg Senior High School where he was 
a member of the varsity football and track 
teams. He sang in the school choir, played 
in its orchestra and was a photographer 
for the school newspaper. 

Bro. Baer was injured in a swimming 
accident and is now confined to a wheel-
chair. 

At Edinboro Universitywhere he is ma
joring in psychology with a minor in edu
cation, Bro. Baer is a member of the Wild 
Wheelers basketball team and the Rolling 
Scots track team. 

He won a gold medal in shot put and a 
silver medal in discus in the Ohio State 
Wheelchair Games in April. 

Bro. Baer was described by the Grand 
Master as a "young man of extreme talent 
who hopes one day to use those skills to 
help others who suffer like injury." 

Bro. Michael D. Nye is a senior student 
at the Pennsylvania State University ma
j oring in speech commun ication. 

The son of Bro. and Mrs. Harold A Nye 
ofRD 1, Box 1650, Orwigsburg, PA he is a 
member of Schuylk ill Chapter, Order of 
DeMolay. His father is a member of Schuyl
kill Lodge No. 138. 

He served his DeMo lay chapter as Mas
ter Councilor, held the state office as 
Third Preceptor, and has won a number 
of DeMo lay awards. 

Bro. Nye is also a Boy Scout as a mem
ber of Troop 124 in Orwigsburg and of 
Explorer Post 540. He too earned the rank 
of Eagle Scout and has rece ived the God 
and Country award. 

He was a patrol leader at the National 
Jamboree in 1977; was selected for the 
Youth Staff at the National Jamboree in 
1981, and was named Assistant Scout
master for the 1985 National Jamboree. 

A graduate of Blue Mountain High 
School, Bro. Nye was a member of the 
varsity football team and the archery team. 
He served on the yearbook staff and was a 
representative to the studen t counci l. 

At Penn State, he is the treasurerof the 
International Cultural Interest House and 
is president of Delta Mu Chi, the DeMo lay 
fraternity on campus. 

Both young men were described by 
Grand Master Carpenter as " excellent ex
amples of the youth of today who will be 
the leaders of this fraternity tomorrow." 

The Grand Master introduced the three 
newly made Master Masons at the J,une 
Quarterly Communication later that even
ing to loud and enthusiastic applause. 

------------------------------------------------~---------------------------------------
Masonic Homes at Elizabethtown 

~ 
Benjamin 
Franklin 
Statue 

Balnbrldge Road 

--- buses --- cars 

Masonic Homes at Elizabethtown 
AUTUMN DAY AT THE HOMES 

Saturday, October 12, 1985 e 10:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M. 

Registration Coupon 

Name ___ _ _ Lodge No. __ _ 

Number of Adults -----Children 

Street Address 

Telephone (Area Code) 

Transportation: 

0 CAR 

0 Driving own car 

0 Passenger in another 

0 BUS 

Please enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope 
and send witil coupon to: 

The Office of the Grand Master 
The Masonic Temple 

One North Broad Street 
Philadelphia, Penna. 19107 
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