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Directly from the Grand Master

PENNSYLVANIA MASONRY ANSWERS ITS CRITICS

Editor’'s Note—The following

is the complete text of an
address delivered by the R.W.
Grand Master at RALLY I for
SOLOMON H in the Stabler
Arena on the campus of Lehigh
University on October 16.

My Dear Brethren:

Freemasonry is under attack.
Again!

The headlines cry out across
three and four and five columns of
our newspapers. “'Freemasonry
Comes Under Fire,” “Catholics
Turn Against Freemasonry Again.”
“Attacks Against British Freemason-
ry Growing,” "British Methodist Unit
Rips Masons.” "Masonry ‘rreconcil-
able” With Catholic Faith.”

Jeanne Pugh, the religion writer
for the St. Petersburg Times, wrote
an article for the August 10 issue
that has received wide circulation,
partly because of the even-handed
way the report is written and partly
because of its intriguing title, "Who
Are the Masons and Why Do They
Have So Many Enemies?”

The student of Masonic history
will attest to the fact that the
envious, the curious and the like,

have existed ever since Freemason-
ry was conceived.,

These same censurers will al-

ways find it easier to decry some-
thing worthy than try to understand
it. And, with thelir wicked endeavors
they will continue to depreciate
what they cannol atlain, and then
make their necessity appear a
virtue and their ignorance the
effect of choice.

The Masonic Fraternity has
traditionally been reluctant to pub-
licly debate its critics. Part of that
sense of reluctance can be found in
customs and traditions that are
hundreds of years old, in what
Masons call the ancient landmarks.

Masons have long held that
politics and religion are not suitable
subjects for debate within the
lodge rooms. We are taught from
the beginning to leave our opinions
for these matters cutside the door.
We continue to believe our fore-
bears were correct in cautioning us
to leave outside the lodge room
those issues that would divide us.
We are charged to maintain peace
and harmony. We are, after all, truly
“a band of brothers among whom
contention should not exist.”

Another reason the fraternity is
reluctant to come out and fight
stems from the desire to not lend
dignity to charges that are generally
levelled by people of vested interest;
persons who are convinced they
know, especially in the religious
sense, the true way.

If those who attack Freemasonry
knew anything at all about our fra-
ternity, they could not but esteem
it. They would be convinced that it
is founded on the most exalted
principles of morality and social
virtue. However, their minds are
closed. No amount of logic, no de-
gree of fact will sway them from
their path. To debate them is to

give them a forum, to give them
attention, and to give them sub-
stance,

Had our Masonic Fraternity
contained nothing commendable
or valuable, it would not have
existed for so long nor have been
patronized by the wise, the good
and the greatl,

[ still believe in the wisdom of
our forebears. For more than 255
years the fraternity in Pennsylvania
has truly pursued its peaceful way,
alone. Freemasonry has not sought
the spotlight, nor has it sought, or
required, special privileges.

Why, then, do we use this RALLY
II for SOLOMON II as our forum in
which to answer the critics of
Freemasonry? We do so because
the weight of increasing adverse
publicity about the fraternity ap-
pears to be a concern of many of
our members, judging from the
mail and the number of copies of
news stories received from all over
the country.

And, since much of the publicity
concerns attacks against Freema-
sonry by the Catholic Church and
the Methodist Church, (particularly
in England) as well as many of the
so-called fundamentalist religions,
| feel an obligation to respond for
the sake of our members who
belong to those churches. The
news reports are creating a great
deal of confusion among them.

I do not pretend to approach
this task as an expert. | do consider

" myself to be a religious man. | have

been and continue to be an active
church member. But I am not a
theologian and cannot argue doc-
trine. I can, however, speak with
authority born of experience. Hauv-
ing previously been a full-time
professional Mason for many years,
I have acquired a reasonable
knowledge of Freemasonry, espe-
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cially in Pennsylvania.

Freemasonry has evolved
through the centuries. It is a growth
comparable to that of a great tree,
its roots deep down in the hearts
and lives of men, its branches
lifting high and spreading wide in
the sunlight of God’'s Eternal Truth,

Those of you who are not
Freemasons are invited to look at
us closely and know that we are
men who share principles and val-
ues that are common to all good
men.

Know that we are religious, but
that Freemasonry is not a religion,

Know that we are patriots, but
not zealots,

Know that we believe the nature
of man should cause him to seek to
uplift and enlighten.

Know that we are men of law and
Jjustice and peace.

Much of the current controversy
stems from those who contend,
despite consistent denial from the
fraternity, that Freemasonry is a
religion.

Belief in God is faith; belief
about God is theology. Freemasonry
is interested in faith only and not
theology.

A firm belief in a Supreme
Being, the Great Architect of the
Universe, the Creator and Preserver
of all things, just about sums up
Freemasonry's relation to things
theological. In this beliefl, we build
our simple but profound doctrine
which accepts the Fatherhood of
Qod, the Brotherhood of Man, and
the Immortality of the Soul.

The Roman Catholic Church, re-
versing a strong movement toward
reconciliation that was very much
in evidence in the past decade, has
again condemned Freemasonry., A
statement recently prepared by a
committee of United States Catholic
bishops charges that Masonic prin-
ciples "embody a naturalistic reli-
gion” and that Freemasonry is
“incompatible with Christian faith
and practice.”

The Faith and Order Committee
of the Methodist Church in England
voted in June to censure Freema-
sonry as a threat to Christianity and

counseled that the Christian who
becomes a Mason "will find himself
compromising his Christian beliefs
or his allegiance to Christ, perhaps
without realizing what he is doing.”

Please do noft interpret my com-
ments to mean that all churches
are in opposition to Freemasonry,
That is not the case, but the fra-
ternity has been condemned at
one time or another by the Missouri
Synod of the Lutheran Church, the
Eastern Orthodox Church, Assem-
blies of God, Church of the
Nazarene, Seventh-Day Adventists,
Church of Christ and Jehovah's
Witnesses.

Why does Freemasonry have so
many enemies? And why do we find
so much opposition among the
Christian religions?

Perhaps our problems in that
area can be traced in part to James
Anderson and his Constitution of
1723. It is Anderson who is credited
with broadening the religious con-
cept of Freemasonry from that of
the Christian religion to encompass
the belief in the Great Architect of
the Universe, whereby men, regard-
less of their personal beliefs,
became members and brothers in
the Masonic fraternity,

“But though in ancient times Ma-
sons were charged in every country
to be of the religion of that country
or nation, whatever it was, yet ‘tis
now thought more expedient only
to oblige them to that religion in
which all men agree, leaving their
particular opinions to themselves;
that is, to be good men and true, or
men of honour and honesty, by
whatever denominations or persua-
sions they may be distinguished;
whereby Masonry becomes the
center of union, and the means of
conciliating true friendship among
persons that musthave remained at
a perpetual distance,” wrote
Anderson in 1723,

To this end, Freemasonry admits
to its lodges men of faith from all
walks of life, seats them around its
altars, and teaches them by allegory,
precepf and symbols the love which
makes them brothers and the truth
which makes them free.

Earlier, | quoted a report from
the Faith and Order Committee of
the Methodist Church in England in
which it stated “a great danger that
the Christian who becomes a Free-
mason will find himself compromis-
ing his Christian beliefs or his alle-
giance to Christ, perhaps without
realizing what he is doing,

“Consequently,” the report con-
tinues, “our guidance to the Meth-
odist people is that Methodists
should not become Freemasons.”

The Grand Lodge of England
points out how illogical is the report.
On the one hand it tells Methodists
not to become Freemasons, and on
the other it recognizes “there are
many loyal and sincere Methodists
who are Freemasons, whose com-
mitment to Christ is unquestionable
and who see no incompatibility in
their membership of the Methodist
Church and of Freemasonry.”

The Grand Lodge of England also
indicated that no Masons were mem-
bers of the Faith and Order Commit-
tee and lamented, "We thought it
sad thatthe reportdoes notexamine
the nature of Freemasonry but con-
cerns itself solely with non-Masons’
misapprehensions of Freemasonry.”

The English also point out that,
contrary to press reports and head-
lines, the Methodist Church has not
barred its members from joining the
Craft, but simply asks those who are
already Freemasons, and those who
are thinking of becoming Freema-
sons, to note the content of the Com-
mittee report.

Why does Freemasonry have so
many enemies? And why do we find
so much opposition among the
Christian religions?

I believe Freemasonry is a con-
venient scapegoat. I believe the fra-
ternity is used by those who con-
demn it as a convenient smoke
screen; as a means to divert atten-
tionfrom the real problems faced by
the churches.

I believe the churches fill their
adenda with questions aboul Free-
masonry in order to avoid discuss-
ing those issues that may tend to
divide them.

Continued to next page
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Robert Eldridge Deyoe was born in Oil City. Pennsylvania, February 5, 1899, where he
married Isabel Louise Kramer. Of this marriage, one daughter was bom who is now Mrs,
James T. Cassidy. Brother Deyoe was graduated from Qil City High School. served in
World War I. and retired as a partner in W. M. Deyoe & Company, Florists. Brother Deyoe
was a member of Christ Episcopal Church where he served as Vestryman and Senior
Warden. He served as President of the local Lions Club.

Masonically. he was a Past Master of Petrolia Lodge Mo. 363 of Oil City. a Past High
Priest of Oil City Chapter Mo. 235, a Past Thrice IHustrious Master of Keystone Council Mo.
42, and a Past Commander and Trustee of Talbot Commandery MNo. 43.

In Scottish Rite, he was a member of Venango Lodge of Ferfection. a Past Most Wise
Master of Coudersport Chapter of Rose Croix, and a member of Coudersport Consistory.
In addition, he carried memberships in the United States Premier Conclave, Red Cross of
Constantine in Fittsburgh, in Keystone Priory No. 26, York Cross of Honor: was an
Honorary Member 33" of the Supreme Council Morthern Masonic Jurisdiction U.S.A. was
a member of Zem Zem Temple AA.O.N.M.S. in Erie, and served as a District Deputy Grand
Master of the 23rd Masonic District from 1949 to the time of his election as Junior Grand
Warden of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania in 1959,

Brother Deyoe was known and respected as an outstanding citizen of the community
of 0il City and concluded his Masonic travels by being elected Right Worshipful Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Pennsylvania on December
27, 1965.

In his concluding report to the Grand Lodge on December 27, 1967, he stated as
follows: ”I have in every way upheld the principles of the Ahiman Rezon and the tenets of
the Digest of Decisions. Yet. | am reminded of a remark made by Ralph Waldo Emerson
more than one hundred years ago, when he said: "Nothing astonishes men so much as
common sense and plain dealings.”.”

Brother Deyoe during his term as Grand Master exercised the common sense and
dealt plainly with those with whom he came in contact Yet those with whom he served
were not astonished for what he did was expected of him.

By reason of Mrs. Deyoe's passing. Brother Deyoe spent his final time on earth with
his daughter in Omaha, Nebraska, where he passed away September 7, 1985,

Editor's Mote—Bro. John K. Young, RW. Past Grand Master, prepared the abouve as a
culogy of Past Grand Master Deyoe, to be delivered at the Quarterly Communication of
the Grand Lodge to be held on December 4. 1985
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Enclosed is my check or money order in the amount of $ for

The perfect holiday gift.
Flease check

O Soft-cover edition . ... vvie v ii e inneiees $12.95
O Hard-coveredition ............. ..o viiiinnnn.. $16.95
T Deluxe leather edition ................ ... c0v... $49,95

Total

(Make check payable to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.)
Ship to:

Name

Address

City

S ——————————— e R

he Exemplar—
fa AET A Guide to
E2 *‘" a Mason’s Actions

Perfect Holiday Gift for the Freemason

Almost 2,000 copies of The
Exemplar—A Guide to a Mason's
Actions, the Masonic text authored
by the RW. Grand Master, Bro. William
A, Carpenter, have already been pur-
chased, and the response of the
brethren has been greater than any-
one had predicted.

The comments of Bro. Richard W.
Tressler, a Past Master of Dietrick
Lamade Lodge No. 755 in Williams-
port, the 18th Masonic District, is
typical of the dozens of congratula-
tory messages sent to the Grand
Master in recent weeks.

*1 have just finished a first study
of The Exemplar and | congratulate
you on a very fine piece of work, the
contents of which were long over-
due,” Bro. Tressler wrote.

“In my opinion, every Master Ma-
son should own or have access to
such a work as there are so many
questions answered therein,” he
continued, adding in the next para-
graph, "Even |, a Past Master, have
been enlightened in a number of
ways and was surprised at the spell-

copies of The Exemplar—A Guide to a Mason’'s Actions.

State Zip

Telephane
The above prices include taxes, postage and handling costs.
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Mail to:
The Office of the Grand Master
The Masonic Temple
One North Broad Street
Philadelphia, Penna. 19107
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ing of and the definition of some
words since | had been taught other-
wise.”

The Grand Master could not be
more pleased. "This book is my leg-
acy to the Craft and my only regret is
that | was not able to complete it a
year sooner,” Bro. Carpenter said.

"I truly believe that every Master
Mason must be exposed to the infor-
mation contained in this text, and if
he will but apply just a little of what
he learns, the fraternity will be so
much better forit,” the Grand Master
stated.

One lodge has already ordered
copies that will be used as gifts to
each newly-raised Master Mason as
a tool for his use in better under-
standing the Masonic fraternity and
his part in it,

The first edition, including all
three volumes, is now in stock at the
Masonic Temple in Philadelphia.
The inventory is being controlled by
the stalf in the library and museum
from records being maintained by
the members of the computer de-
partment.

The coupon that accompanies
this article is for your convenience in
placing your order. With the soft-
cover, hard-cover and the special de-
luxe leather edition on the shelves,
your order will be processed the
same dayitisreceived in the office of
the Grand Master and well within the
holiday time frame.

One other interesting bit of infor-
mation may be ofvalue to you. When
the Grand Master was autographing
copies of his book during the Au-
tumn Day celebration at the Masonic
Homes at Elizabethtown on October
12, the wife of a Mason approached
one of the female members of the
office siaff to ask if she would be
allowed to read the book.

Until that event, we had not re-
alized that some members were
treating the text as secret material
for the eyes of Masons only.

Thalis notthe case. The Exemplar
—A Guide to a Mason’'s Actions can
be shared with non-Masons, wives
very much included,
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Lodge No. 9
Bro, Robert J. Wood, P.M.

Montgomery Lodge No. 19
Bro. Johnt M, Gluch, P.M.

Lodge No, 22
Bro. Elmer H. Reppert, P.M.

Lodge No. 45

Bro. George N. Holmes, P.M, and

Grand Marshal

Harmony Lodge No. 52
Bro. Arthur C. Garrod

Lodge Mao. 61
Bros, George Handzo, Jr,, P.M.
and Ralph W. Isely, P.M.

Concordia Lodge No. 67
Bros. Phillip S. Cole, P.M. and
Albert W. Morrell, P.M.

Phoenix Lodge No. 75
Bros. Arthur A. Deery, P.M, and
Bro. Walter Frees

Hiram Lodge MNo. 81
Bro, Paul A. Wolf, P.M.

St John's Lodge No. 115
Bro. Paul Sokoloff, P.M.

Rising Star Lodge No. 126
Bro. Sidney Alberts

Meridian Sun Lodge No. 158
Bro. Charles P. Langshaw

Integrity Lodge No. 187
Bro. William H. Eqgers, P.M.

Lewistown Lodge No. 203
Bro. Gwin Wilson Ault, P.M.

Kensington Lodge No. 211
Bros. Elmer W, Entenmann and
Wayne W. Thompson, P.M.

Chester Lodge No. 236
Bro. William H. Morrison

Sharon Lodge No. 250
Bro. Jerome Lustig

Stichter Lodge No. 254
Bros. Robert B. Harp, Jr. and
John J. Kessler, P.M,

Orrstown Lodge No. 262
Bros, C. Paul Fogelsanger and
Carl E. Goodhart

Hamilton Lodge No. 274
Bro. Wells D. Stevens

Cambria Lodge No. 278
Bros. Charles V, Brown,
R. Dean Jobe, P.M. and
Thomas J. Roach, P.M.

Milnor Lodge No. 287

Bro. William I.'.. Demm.k. P.M.

Grand Master’'s Award

AUGUST 1985—NOVEMBER 1985

Fort Washington Lodge No. 308
Bros. Harry E. Hahn, P.M. and
J. Keith Howe, P.M,

Myrtle Lodge No. 316
Bro. E. Quay Finefrock

Sytvania Lodge Mo, 354
Bro. Eugene E. Taney, P.M.

Somerset Lodge No. 358
Bro. Minter C, Jones, P.M,

Willlamson Lodge No. 369
Bro. Philip Rusakoff, P.M.,

Miflinburg Lodge Mo. 370
Bros. G. Earl Dietrich, P.M. and
Harry L. Smith, P.M.

McVeytown Lodge No. 376
Bros. Ralph E, Milier, P.M. and
E. Russell Ward, P.M.

Huguenot Lodge No. 377
Bros, John Ludwig and
Donatd C. Rohrbach, P.M.

Cedar Lodge Mo. 378
Bro. Lester L. Moser, Sr., P.M.

Pennsylvania Lodge No. 380
Bros. Warren W. Boyer,
Arvey J. Ibbotson, P.M. and
Howard K, Ita, P.M.

Richard Vaux Lodge No. 384
Bro. George G. Auch, P.M,

Oriental Ledge No. 385
Bros. Robert F. Fischer,
Frank W. McCuliouch, F.M, and
Charles E, Wolff, P.M.

Kingston Lodge No, 395
Bro. Harvey Melsen, P.M.

Vaux Lodge No. 406
Bros. Elmer F. Hasenauer,
Arthur F, Heim, P.M. and

Herbert H. Schaeffer

William K. Bray Lodge No, 410
Bro. Albert F. Thielen, Jr., P.M.

Meridian Lodge MNo. 411

Bro. Alfred Waldeman Lago, P.M.

Elysburg Lodge No. 414
Bros. Walter L. Startzel and
Robins L. Swank, P.M.

Christiana Lodge No. 417
Bro. Donald Werntz, P.M.

Adelphic Lodge No. 424
Bro, Robert O, Fonner, P.M.

Lodge of the Craft No. 433
Bro. Arthur R. Llewellyn, P.M.

Lake Lodge No. 434
Bro. J. Jay Carey, P.M,

Mount Pickering Lodge No. 446
umi Hﬂdﬂnmar..l?m
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Excelsior Lodge No. 491
Bro. John A. Roth, P.M.

Jerusalem Lodge No. 506
Bros, John L. Lundgren and
Howard O. Scott, P.M.

Dallas Lodge No. 508
Bro, Emerson F. Maust, P.M,

Stillwater Lodge No. 547
Bro. Ernest K. Oviatt, Jr., P.M,

Verona Lodge Mo. 548
Bros. Earl G. Kunkle, P.M.,
William Schano, P.M. and

James R. Wilson, P.M,

Allegheny Valley Lodge No. 552
Bros. Wilbur W. Richards,
Secretary and
Raiph O. Williams, P.M,

Spring City Lodge No. 553
Bros, Paul A. Castner, Sr, and
Russel Hindle, P.M,

Arcana Lodge Mo. 580
Bros. Robert W. Cooney, P.M.
and P.D.D.G.M.,
44th Masonic District and
William F, Murphy, P.M.

Royersford Lodge No. 585
Bros. George W. Bevan, P.M. and
Earl N. Hunsicker, P.M,

Equity Lodge No. 591
Bro, Irving Braverman

Perkiomen Lodge Mo, 595
Bros. Ralph C. Leh, P.M. and
Francis L. Shiffert, P.M.

Ellwood Lodge No. 599
Bro. Samuel Leroy Weisz, P.M.

Tacony Lodge No. 600
Bro. Wallace Brower, P.M.

Olivet Ladge No. 607
Bros. Earl N, Mullen, P.M, and
Willtam E. Simmons, P.M.

Kiskiminetas Lodge No. 617
Bro. Paul H, George

Henry W. Williams Lodge No. 624
Bros. John L. Hughes, P.M. and
George B. Mason, P.M,

Concord Lodge Mo. 625
Bro. George D. Keeth, P.M.

Maclay Lodge No. 632
Bros. George W, Chester, P.M.
and Lester E. Stroup, P.M.

New Castle Lodge No. 642
Bro. Warren Clark Johnston, P.M.

William L. Elkins Lodge No. 646
‘Bro. George E. White, P.M.

l-saat:meslﬂmdaﬁﬂn,
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Shenango Lodge No. 668
Bros. Edward F. Freund and
Charles King

Peter A.B. Widener Lodge No. 671
Bro. John J. Gigliotti, P.M.

Temple-Loyalty Lodge No. 678
Bro, John Duff Davis, P.M.

Abraham C, Treichler
Lodge No. 682
Bro. John M. Bolich, P.M.

Dormont Lodge No. 684
Bro. Herman E, Krumpe, Jr.

Azalea Lodge No. 687
Bros. Philip W. Berlitz, P.M. and
Charles R. Schutter

Euclid Lodge Mo. 698
Bro. Elmer W, Herman, P.M.

Wm. B. Hackenburg
Lodge No. 703
Bro. John Wagman, P.M,

Penn Lodge No. 709
Bro. Norman A, Spiegel, P.M.

Oil City Lodge No. 710
Bro. Wilbur M. Andrews, P.M.

Sunbury Lodge No. 713
Bro. William H. Rowe, P.M.

Harry A. Houseman
Lodge Mo. 717
Bro. Charles G. Wacker

Frackville Lodge No. 737
Bro. Joseph J. Halaburda, P.M.

Boyertown Lodge No. 741
Bros. ElImer J. Hausman, P.M.
and Harold A. Reitnauer, P.M.

Sunnehanna Lodge No. 742
Bros, Virgil G. Faust, P.M.,,
Freeman F. Fullerton, P.M. and
John D. Ream, P.M.

John A, Brashear Lodge No. 743
Bro. Thomas R. Byrer, P.M,

Joseph H. Brown Lodge No. 751
Bros, Bernard J. Dattner and
Howard W. Wright, P.M.

Titusville Lodge No. 754
Bro. John R. Pearsall, P.M.

William D. Mcllroy Lodge No. 758

Bro. Arthur H. Barnes, P.M.

Tipton-Henderson Lodge Mo. 760

Bro. William E. Weigand, P.M.

Penn-Justice Lodge No. 766
Bro. Louis E. Divis, P.M.

Albert Thatcher Hanhy




