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The Children’s Home
at the Masonic Homes
Elizabethtown, PA

The Mascnic concern for helping
others in need has been expressed at
the Masonic Homes for over 75 years.
Almost from the beginning, the care of
children has been a part of this con-
cern. In the 1920°s separate facilities
were established for children and con-
tinue today as the Children’s Home at
the Masonic Homes. These facilities
were completely remodeled during the
early 1980's and provide a modern, at-
tractive and well-equipped facility for
the care of children who need service.

Services are provided to any child
who is of school age and who in the
belief of the Committee on Masonic
Homes has a need which can be met at
the Children’s Home. Our children
come from many different situations,
but the most typical situation is the
single parent family in which the single
parent is no longer able to cope with
the complexities of child rearing or
with the problems posed by the child.

Once admitted, children normally
stay through their school vears, but
this is not a requirement. The Masonic
Homes assumes full financial responsi-
bility for the children. Medical, dental,
cducational, physical and social needs
are all provided for by the Committee
on Masonic Homes through highly
qualified and well-trained staff at the
facility. The purpose of the home is to
prepare children for independent liv-
ing. No effort is made to replace the
parents of the children, but the paren-
tal role is filled by child care workers
who provide the support, encourage-
ment, tender loving care and guidance
that parents would provide if they
were able. The goal is to create 2s nor-
mal an environment for the child as
possible.

Residential Child Care

In the Residential Child Care Program,
children live in the Louis Eisenlohr or
the John Smith Buildings. Typically,

children have their own spacious and
well-lighted room. The rooms are
comfortably and fuily furnished, but
many children supplement the furnish-
ings with perscnal items such as
stereos, toys and games, and pictures
and posters.

Children in Residential Child Care
arc supervised by child care workers
who do what parents would do. This
may be something as simple as trans-
porting the child to an event or as
complex as helping the child solve an
interpersonal problem. It may mean a
quiet talk in the evening or reading a
story at bedtime. It may mean a hug or
it may mean a scolding. It may mean
plaving a game with the child, assign-
ing a chore, working on a project to-
gether, planning an activity, or any of
the many other things parents and
children do together.

Independent Living

Inn the Independent Living Program,
which is open only to residents of the
Children’s Home, children are pro-
vided the opportunity for increasing
responsibility for themselves leading to
eventual independence. There are four
levels in the program and the amount
and type of service provided varies
according to the level which is deter-
mined by the child’s age, school place-
ment, and readiness. Children in
Independent Living are housed in
rooms or apartments on grounds or in
homes in the community.
Education

Children at the Masonic Homes at-
tend the Elizabethtown Area Public

Schools, programs conducted by Inter-
mediate Unit 13, or the Lancaster
County Vocational Schools. Reguiar
study is required and tutors are provid-
ed to assist those children who need
extra help with school work.
Recreation

Many recreational opportunities are
provided on the grounds of the Chil-
dren’s Home, but children are encour-
aged to make maximum use of the
community for their recreaticnal
needs. On the grounds, there is a
swimming pool, tennis courts, indoor
and outdoor basketball courts, pool
tables, Ping-Pong tables, video games,
home computers, playground and
many other recreational opportunities.

In the community, the children take
advantage of the opportunities provid-
ed bv local chapters of DeMolay, Job's
Daughters, the Order of Rainbow for
Girls, the Elizabethtown Area Recrea-
tional Commission, Boy Scouts, Girl
Scouts and school programs such as
sports and plays.

When children become old enough,
they are also encouraged to find part-
time work in the community so that
they can begin to establish a work rec-
ord, learn to manage time and money
and begin to feel responsible for them-
selves. Working and having ones own
money also engenders a spirit of inde-
pendence, of pride and of self worth.
Religion

Participation in religious life is ex-
pected of the children and they may
select to attend the Sell Chapel on the
grounds of the Homes or to attend any
of the many churches in the Elizabeth-
tOWn area.

Admission Information

Although children need not have
any Mascnic affiliation to receive ser-
vices, they must be sponsored by a
lodge in order to be considered for ad-
mission to the Children’s Home. Lodge
sponsorship does not entail any addi-
tional financial responsibility for the
care of the child on the part of the
lodge. More detailed information on
admissions may be obtained by calling
the Children’s Home office at the
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Children may be considered for ad-
mission if they are of school age and
have at least one year of school remain-
ing or at a younger age if they are part
of a sibling group which includes older
children who are being considered for
admission. Boys and girls are consid-
ered for admission without regard to
race, color, national origin, ancestry,
religious creed or sex.

Placement is made by the parents,
not courts or social agencies, and par-
ents retain custody of their children,
but do agree not to interfere with the
management and training of their
children.

Funding

The Children's Home program is
funded by the Masonic Homes which
is owned and operated by the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania. No charges are
made to individuals, organizations, or
units of government for the services
provided to the children accepted for
care at the Children's Home.

Funds to operate the Home have
been provided over the vears through
the generous gifts, bequests, endow-
ments and generous giving of Masons
andl their families. Every Mason has the
opportunity to contribute specifically
for the operation of the Children's
Home each year, but contributions
may be made at any time. Many indivi-
duals, families and lodges have found
that a gift to the Children's Home for a
specific purpose makes a fitting me-
morial for those they wish to have
remembered.

Anyone interested in making a con-
tribution of any size or for any purpose
may obtain further information by cail-
ing the Children’s Home office at the
Masonic Homes—717-367-1121. The
Masonic Homes is recognized as tax
exempt under section 501{c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code. Anyone in-
terested in making a gift or remember-
ing the Children’s Home in their will,
should consult with their attorney or
tax consultant to ascertain the possible
favorable tax consequences of such
giving.

Father and Son Reunited

What 4 joyous reunion! After a
separation of over 30 years, father
and son were joined together again
as the result of an arricle that was
published in the Pennysivania
Freemason,

It all began when Bro. Cheston
“Chet” M. Gilday, a member of
Community Lodge No. 744 in
Breomall, PA, read an article that
Bro. C. Weldy Williams had cele-
brated his 103rd birthday and was
honored at a special party held at
the Masonic Homes in
Elizabethtown,

Bro. Gilday immediately con-
tacted his uncle, Bro. David W.
Williams, informing him that his
father was a Guest at the Homes,
After verification was made through
Grand Lodge, he made ar-
rangements to travel to the Masonic
Homes to be reunited with his
father.

Unfortunately, Brother David W.
Williams, upon returning from
Korea in 1957, had been informed
that his father had passed away, so
imagine his jov in receiving this
message.

Many happy hours were spent in
the next several days renewing their
relationship after their many years
apart from each other.

Bro. C. Weldy Williams was in-
itiated inte Masonry on May, 26,

1911 and received a certificate from
Grand Lodge acknowledging his 75
years in the Fraternity. He has been
a Guest at the Masonic Homes since
1976, Bro. Williams enjoys good
health and still has a keen mind and
a good sense of humor.

Bro. David W. Williams has been
a member of Triangle Lodge No.
708 in Albany, GA for over 30 years.
He now resides in Sherman, TX.

Note: The Pennsylvania Freemason
is very happy to have been a part of
this wonderful reunion of father
and son.

Welsh Choir Entertains Guests at Homes

On Monday, Scptember 21, 1987,
the Guests at the Masonic Homes were
entertained by the Masonic Cheir of
North Wales.

The Choir, from Wales, U.K., which
for centuries has been known as the
Land of Song, consists of fifty experi-
enced singers from twenty-nine dif-
ferent lodges in North Wales. Their
schedule was limited to five concerts
which included appearances in Mary-

land, Pennsylvania and New York.
During their stay, in addition to our
Masonic Homes, the choir also sang for
the Masonic Homes in Hunt Valley,
Maryland and Utica, New York.

The choir was greeted at the Masonic
Homes by Bro. Carl W, Stenberg, Jr.,
Right Worshipful Grand Master, other
Grand Lodge Officers and Bro. Joseph
E. Murphy, Executive Dircctor of the
Masonic Homes.
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