Bro. Harry E. Duff 100th Birthday!

= T4

On October 6, 1990, the Brethren from
Piusburgh and Uniontown, together
with his family, relatives and friends
celebrated the 100th birthday of Bro.
Harry E. Duff. A congratulatory letter
was presented from Bro. W. Scott Stoner,
R.W.G.M., together with certificates
from the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania
and the Valley of Pitsburgh, A AS.R.

Bro. Duff is a member and Past Master
of Fayette Lodge No. 228 in Uniontown
having served as Master in 1982 when he
was 92 years old. He is also a 33rd Degree

Shown in the picture above, left to right, are Bro. Edward H. Fowler, Jr., R W.D.G.M.; Bro.
Harry E. Duff, P.M., and Bro. Joseph F. Acton, D.D.G.M. of the 31st Masonic District. Not
shown, but participating, were Bro. Carl W. Stenberg, Jr., R W.P.G.M.; Bro. Walier L. Sykes
and Bro. Joe Warren Findley.

Mason with membership in the Valleys
of Uniontown and Pittsburgh, A A.SR.
and is also a member of Keystone Priory
No. 26, K.Y.C.H. During his year as
Master, he marched the entire parade
route at the Patriotic Pilgrimage Parade
held at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.

The Masons of Pennsylvania salute
Bro. Harry E. Duff for his seventy-five
years of faithful service to Freemasonry
in Pennsylvania and congratulate him
on his 100th birthday.
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Grand Master’s Banquet

Enclosed 1s my check for $
for reservations at $20.00 per
ucket for the Grand Master's Banquiet
o be held at 6:30 p.m. Apnl 23, 1991
in the Palm Court, Willow Valley
Family Resort, Lancaster, PA.

Make check pavable to Grand
Secretary.

Name Lodge No.

Address

City Srate Zip

Telephone: (area code)

Please include a stamped, self-
addressed envelope.

Mail to:
The Office of the Grand Master
The Masonic Temple
One North Broad Sureet
Philadelphia, PA 19107-2598
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SPECIAL
Communication Luncheon
April 23, 1991

Lancaster Masonic Center
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Name

Lodge No.

Address

City State Zip

Telephone (area code)
Number of Meal Tickets Requested

Please enclose a stamped, self-addressed
envelope and send with coupon to:

The Office of the Grand Master
The Masonic Temple
One North Broad Street
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President James Buchanan, Freemason

James Buchanan was born on April
93, 1791, the second child of James
Buchanan, Sr. and Elizabeth Speer, at
Stony Batter near Cove Gap, Franklin
County, Pennsylvania. Buchanan’s
father emigrated from Ireland 1o
Pennsylvania, and later married Eliza-
beth Speer of Lancaster County. Follow-
ing the death of two of the couple's
children, young James was left as their
only son, and therefore had much
attention lavished upon him.

Entering Dickinson College in Car-
lisle, Pennsylvania, at 16. he pursued
classical studies and liberal arts leading
to a Bachelor of Arts degree in prepa-
ration for a career in law. Although his
mother wanted him to become a Pres-
byterian minister, his father knew that
law was more profitable. While in col-
lege, his academic record was excellent,
though he also enjoyed the company of
his fellow students which included
involvement in rowdy behavior and
drinking. For this he was expelled. The
college relented, and Buchanan com-
pleted his senior year with highest
honors.

He went to Lancaster in 1809 to read
law with one of the town’s most dis-
unguished attorneys, James Hopkins.
Buchanan did very well, exhibiting an
extraordinary ability 1o assemble a
tightly-reasoned argument. Buchanan
was a master at pleading. While he was
neither dramatic nor dynamic, he plod-
dingly and methodically demelished his

opponents’ arguments. In 1812, he was

admitted to the Lancaster Bar along with .

Bro. Jasper Slaymaker, who later became
Master of Lodge No. 43 in 1824. Politi-
cally, Buchanan was an ardent Federalist,
and olten condemned the government
for its mismanagemen: of the War of
1812 When Baltimore was threatened by
the British, he joined a local milida to
serve his country,

Buchanan was made a Mason in
Lodge No. 43 on December 11, 1816, by
Bro. John Reynolds, Major General
John Fulton Reynolds' father. He was
passed and raised by Bro. George
Whitaker on January 24, 1817. On
December 23, 1822, Bro. Buchanan was
elected Master of his Lodge. At the
conclusion of his term in 1823, he was
appointed the first District Depury
Grand Master for this Dismict. He also
was a member of Roval Arch Chapter
No. 43.

Bro. Buchanan was elected to the
Pennsylvania House of Representatives
1814-1816 and subsequenily served there
for ten years. While in the 21st Congress,
he succeeded Daniel Webster as chair-
man of the House Judiciary Comunittee,
At this time, Bro. Buchanan performed
onte of his most outstanding achieve-
ments in public service: He successiully,
and agamnst overwhelming opposition,
defended the independence of the Federal
Judiciary by causing the defeat of efforts
to repeal a portion of the Judiciary Act of
1789. The Federalist Party ceased to be an

active political force in the 1820's. Bro.
Buchanan, like many young Federalists,
then joined the Democratic Party, be-
coming a leader of its more conservative
faction.

Bro. Buchanan was appointed
Minister to Russia in 1832, and was then
elected to the U.S. Senate, being re-
elected in 1837 and 1843, where he was
Chairman of the Foreign Relations
Committee. In 1845, President and Bro.
James K. Polk appointed him Secretary
of State.

From 1853 to 1856 Bro. Buchanan
served as Mimister to Great Britain. In
1856 he was elected President of the
United States and served one term. As
Bro. Buchanan teft office, the Union was
falling apart. He retired to his Lancaster
home, Wheatland, where he died on
June 1, 1868. His funeral was the largest
ever seen in Lancaster. When the re-
ligious ceremonies at Woodward Hill
Cemetery ended, Bro. Buchanan’s Lodge
conducted the traditional Masonic
Service. .

Bro. Buchanan has not fared well with
most historians who rate him as one of
the nation's poorest chief executives.
Their reasons for that rest solely on his
devotion to the U.S. Consttution and
the Lecompton Compromise. The Con-
stitution was silent on the question of
slavery prior to the Civil War, so it was
legal to own slaves. Bro. Buchanan de-
tested slavery, but he felt obligated to

continued on page 15

ADMISSIONS POLICY, continued from page 10

Committee on Masonic Homes and ap-
proved or disapproved on the same basis.
The admission to the Masonic Homes of
the approved applicants of the Most
Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge
F.8&A.M. of Pennsylvania is governed by
the Committee on Masonic Homes in
the same manner as is the admission of
the approved applicants of the Grand
Lodge F.&A.M. of Pennsylvania.

No person shall on the grounds of
race, color, national origin, ancestry,
religious creed, sex, age, or handicap he
excluded from participation in, be denied
the benetits of or otherwise be subjected
to diserimination in the provision of any
care or service at the Masonic Homes at
Elizabethtown.

Specifically the above includes, but is

14

not limited to, the [ollowing charac-
teristics:

I. Inpatient and outpatient care will be
provided on a non-discriminatory
basis; all patients will be admitted
and receive care without regard to
race, color, national origin, ancestry,
religious creed, sex, age, or handicap.

2. All panents will be assigned to rooms,
floors, and sections without regard to
race, color, national origin, ancestry,
religious creed, sex, age, or handicap.

3. Patents will not be asked if they are
willing or desire to share a room with
a person of another race.

4. Employees will be assigned to patient
services without regard o the race,
color, national origin, ancestry, re-

ligious creed, sex, age, or handicap of
either the patient or employee.

5. Stafl privileges will not be denied
professionally qualified personnel on
the basis of race, color, national
origin, ancestry, religious creed, sex,
age, or handicap.

6. All facilities ol this institution will be
utilized without regard to race, color,
national origin, ancestry, religious
creed, sex, age, or handicap.

7. Transfer of patients {rom the rooms
assigned and/or selected will not be
made [or racial reasons; however, any
patient may request to upgrade the
room assigned and/or selected at any
time for any reason provided that the
room requested is readily available,

Masonic Temple Employees Confer Degrees

ARRY

The Masonic Temple Degree Team

Several full-time staff people of the
Masonic Temple in Philadelphia re-
cently banded together to confer the
Three Degrees in Freemasonry upon two
of their fellow workers beginning in the
larter part of 1990. Bro. Charles W.
Dougherty, a member of the catering
staff at the Temple and Bro. Harry B.
Rutter, Jr., Grand Lodge Chief Ac-
countant, were entered, passed and raised
in Covenant Excelsior Lodge No. 456 by
the following Masonic Temple staff
members from various Lodges: Bro.
Thomas W. Jackson, R.W. Grand Secre-
tary; Bro. Daniel J. Hinds, P.M,, Temple

Superintendent and Bro. Ronald P.
Stucky, Maintenance Staff and Bro. Gar-
field G. Foster, Data Processing Oper-
ations, who acted as the Elected Officers.
The following Brethren acted as the
various Appointed Officers: Bro. Robert
A. Pote, P.D.D.G.M., Assistant to the
Grand Master, Secretary; Bro. Milton
Kenin, Assistant Librarian/Archival,
Treasurer; Bro. Jonathan D. Schau,
Secretary to the Committee on Masonic
Education, Chapl.; Bro. Michael J.
Peters, P.M., Grand Lodge Controller,
5.D.; Bro. Steven A. Morrison, Grand
Secretary's Staff, J.D.; Bro. William G.
Golding, Maintenance Staff, S.M.C;
Bro. Thomas Ballingall, Jr., Mainte-
nance Staff, J.M.C.; Bro. David R.
Haines, Accounting Assistant, Purs.;
Bro. Stephen P. Dougherty, Caterer,
Guide (for his father); Bro. William H.
Michel, Jr., P.M., Maintenance Staff,
Guide and Bro. Paul ]. Dodson, P.M.,
Maintenance Staff, Tyler. The rehearsal
was overseen by Bro. Harold E. Vaughn,
Philadelphia Regional Instructor of the
Ritualistic Work.

Long-Distance Dedication :

Bros. John M. Linforth and Richard Christiansen

On Oceober 26, 1990, Bro. Richard
Christiansen of the Grand Lodge of
California had the pleasure to present a
Seventy-five Year Certificate to Bro. John
M. Linforth of Concordia Lodge No. 67
in Jenkintown, Pennsylvania, who now
lives in Atherton, California. Bro.
Christiansen says that Bro. Linforth is in
great spirits, that he is an interesting
speaker, and is up Lo date on current
affairs. His only wish 1s that he could get
“a new set of legs,” as his tend to tire

easily at age 96. His wife of some sixty
years was also present for the presen-
tation, along with one of their daughters,
a granddaughter, and two great-grand-
daughters. Bro. Christiansen passed
along the best wishes from the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania, and those of our
Grand Master, as well as the congratu-
lations of the Grand Master of California.
Bro. Linforth wishes to extend his thanks
to Pennsylvania in general, and to the
Grand Lodge in partcular.

1991
School of Instruction
Sectional Meetings

Maach® - . Jsdir s S ... Puusburgh, PA
(Oakland Temple)
7 e N A New Castle, PA
e T s S Donora, PA
March23 .......... Hollidayshurg, P:
April6 , ... . .ciiiian. Harrisburg. PA
e e o e e e Warren, PA
April20 ....... on e s w g cecTVItOE] PA
T | R T P O Philadelphia, PA
| BT e 0| S T Oil City, PA
MaylB' ... 550 cans Williamsport, PA

Schools of Instruction, Principals and
floor workers should come to their re-
spective meetings well prepared to per-
form the work without interruption if
possible. All Lodge officers are expected to
attend and come well prepared. District
Deputy Grand Masters are requested to
encourage good attendance at all Ritual-
istic functions. It 1s greatly appreciated.

BUCHANAN, continued from page 14

honor the Constitution. Towards the
end of his terin, Bro. Buchanan proposed
that a Constitutional Convention be
held to amend the Constitution to pro-
hibit slavery, a proposal that was ignored
by his enemies.

Historians seem to prefer Presidents
that actively confront the U.S. Congress.
Bro. Buchanan believed the Executive,
Legislative, and Judicial branches of
government were coequal, and were in-
tended to balance each other so that one
branch could not dominate another. It
was not in his personality to “'bully”
Congress, nor is it likely he would have
been successful had he tried because his
political party (Democratic Party) was
divided into several facuons that strug-
gled among themselves at the same time
the anti-slavery forces and the Republi-
cans were gaining strength in Congress,
Bro. Buchanan was President at the
wrong e in American history.

Bro. Buchanan's support of the Le-
compton Plan is difficult to defend. He
thought it would delay secession and
war, but it was a political blunder. While
it did not affect our history to any great
extent, it made him look like he had gone
back on his word. He is remembered
more for his lapse in ethical judgment
than for his lifetime of excellent public
service. Throughout his long career Bro.
Buchanan practiced those principles of
Freemasonry we hold to he of greatest
importance. He should be forgiven for
not being perfect.




