
Charitable Gift Annuities 
Enjoy Fixed Payments For Life 7.3% - 7.9% - 8.5% -11% 

Are you receiving these rates of return from your savings/investments? 

You probably are not, but you could be through the Masonic Homes Gift Annuity Program . When you 
take o ut a Charitable Gift Annuity with Masonic Homes you receive a guaranteed retum for as long as you 
live and that rate will never fluctuate. The rate of return is based on your age at the time you take out the 
annuity. Examples of returns are: 5.7% for someone age 50 to II% for someone 90 or older. 

To summarize, you receive: 

1. The satisfaction of making a g ift. 
2. Annual payments you cannot outlive. 
3. Tax benefits, such as a contribution deduction, 

delayed capital gains tax , and annual payments that 
are partially tax-free for a period of time. 

For more information nn an~ nf the lopil's 
li\led. all nf" hich are prm ided in 
cunlidence and \\ ithuut ohlieatiun, 

please call the lleHiopment Office at 
1 -l!00-599-IHS~ nr mail the hand~ coupon. 

4. Fewer worries about investments or money manage ment maners. 
5. Payments that don't penalize age - the older you are, the larger your payments. 
6. Flex ibility types and an1ounts to fit your needs and means. 

r----------------------------~ -
: ( ) How you benefit from a Poole d 

income Fund 

) Use Your Will Power 

) Inc rease Your Incom e wi th a 
Unitrus t 

) C hari tab le Re m a inde r Trus ts -
Income Producing Gifts 

) Fune ra l and Estate Planning fo r 
Women 

) Gifts of Appreciated Property: A 
way to reduce taxes 
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( ) How you benefit by g iv ing Life 

Insurance 

7. A unique way to give while you live. ) C haritable Lead Trust: Pass assets 

Benefits include: to fanlily tax free 

A significant immediate charitable deduction. ) Please no te tha t I have m a de 
prov is ion s in m y W ill for the 

Aguaranteed lifetimeretum. Masonic Ho mes o f the R .W. 
income which is partia lly tax free. Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. 
Capital gains savings if annuity is funded with appreciated assets. 
Personal satisfac tion in the knowledge that your thoughtfulness will make an important 1 This is a wonderful way to use some of 
difference in the lives of others. your assets to help not only yourself, but 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ to prov ide needed resources fur the 
Masonic Homes in the years ahead. 

This uniqu~ art dt picu King Solonwtl and sotM of tM mon famous 
Frumasons of all time. Prints or~ doublr maurd -..·ith tngrovrd 
platt, .. Friend lo Frit:od- From Crnturits Past Through Ctnruriu 
ro C~Hm, .. gloss lrllXlllttd and gold framtd Mith o M'irr lwngrr. 

Mail to: 
Development Office, Masonic Homes 
One Masonic Drive, Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

Two Sizes Available: 16" x 23" 011/y $119 or 23" x 36" 011ly $199 

Order Today! 
Enclosed is my check for S ~~~-made payable to MultiMedia 

Productions for the " Friend lo Friend" Painting (PA r<~itkmsadd6'ksal<~ tax) 

Shipping address (We cannot ship to P.O. Boxes) 

Name: 

Street 

City State Zip 

THE GRAND LODGE F. & A. M. OF PENNSYLVANIA 
Masonic Homes 

Second Class 
POSTAGE PAID 

Lancaster, PA 17604-9998 
and Additional Offices 

One Masonic Drive 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022-2I99 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to above. 

Please include complete imprint of address on your posta l return c lipping. 

NAME: 

PHONE: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 

MAIL COMPLETED FORM TO: 
Development Office 

Fred D. Rissinger, Director 
Masonic Homes 

One Masonic Drive 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022·2199 

L-------------------------------

MARCH QUARTERLY 
COMMUNICATION DINNER 

Philadelphia 
March 6, 1996 

Dinner held at 5:00 P.M. 
Communication following at 7:00P.M. 

Name 

Lodge No. 

Address 

Oty/Siate/Zip 

Telephone (Area Code) 

Number of meal tickets requested 

Please enclose a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope and send with coupon to: 
The Office of the Grand Master 
The Masonic T em pie 
One North Broad Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107-2598 
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FEBRUARY 1996 NUMBER 1 

R.W. Grand Master Edward 0. Weisser with the Elected and Appointed 

Grand Lodge Officers: Front - Bros. Marvin A. Cunningham, Sr., R.W. 

Jr. Grand Warden; Robert L. Dluge, Jr., R.W. Sr. Grand Warden; Grand 

Master Weisser; James L. Ernette, R.W. Deputy Grand Master; and 

Marvin G. Speicher, R.W. Grand Treasurer. (Missing due to illness is 
Bro. Thomas W. Jackson, R.W. Grand Secretary.) Middle- Bros. John J. 

Hunt, Senior Grand Deacon; Norman A. Fox, Junior Grand Deacon; 

William W. Weisser, Grand Sword Bearer; and Donald L. Albert, Grand 

Marshal. Rear- Bros. James T. Young, Grand Steward; Nelson M. 

Baird, Grand Pursuivant; and Thomas C. Librandi, Grand Steward. (Not 

shown is Bro. G. Richard McLucas, Grand Tyler.) 



the 
Grand Master Speaks ••• 

Brethren: 

(Following is the text of the R.W. Grand 
Master's prepared installation message.) 

We begin a new chapter in the long histo
ry of the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge 
of Free and Accepted Masons in 
Pennsylvania. This is a Grand Lodge that 
is steeped in history, success and philos
ophy, where tradition is the rule and not 
the exception. This is good, as we all rec
ognize that we are a regular Fraternity 
that functions under the Fatherhood of 
God based on the three great principles 
of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth. 
Freemasonry is a body of men who have 

each of us to achieve as Masons: We 
must become involved with the activities 
of our Fraternity; involved to a point that 
each of us can say, " I am involved and I 
feel good about it," and " I am proud to 
be a Master Mason." 

We will be having family cultural pro
grams throughout the State for friends 
and family on the third Sunday of the 
month; family picnics across the State in 
June; a Masonic night at a baseball game 
between the Phillies and Pirates in both 
great cities, and district religious services 
in every district for our families and 
friends. A more structured School for 

Ritualistic Instruction in every Faith, Hope and Charity as its 
supporting principles. 

I strongly believe that as a 
Fraternity we can and should 
educate ourselves in the true 
meaning of those words that 
we rece ived at the Altar of 
Freemasonry under the 
watchful eye of God. We 

"Let us promote 
the useful Arts, 

and by that means 
mark our 

superiority and 
distinction." 

district and lodge has been 
planned for the proficiency of 
lodge officers and members. 
Grand Lodge visitations to our 
Veterans' Hospitals in 
Coatesville and Pittsburgh will 
be held to honor our Brethren. 
Seven regional Masonic 

must improve our skills and understand
ing of the principles taught in our three 
degrees. We must carry these principles 
into our daily lives: at work, at play and in 
our dealings with our fellowman. 

The R.W. Past Grand Masters' portraits 
that hang on the walls of our Great 
Masonic Temple show Brethren who 
have given willingly of themselves to 
build a strong Fraternity for mankind. 
Each of them has contributed greatly in 
many different ways and has left his mark 
for each of us to carry on. As we prepare 
to move into the twenty-first century, we 
must make sure that our Fraternity con
tinues to be strong and well. We must do 
our utmost to improve our skills, to 
enhance our influence among good men 
and to carry out the charity that has been 
so important to Masons from time 
immemorial. 

What can we do as Master Masons to 
make sure that we will be remembered 
as men who cared about our families, our 
Brothers, our society, and our world, and 
not an era of Masons who just passed by 
leaving society wondering what the 
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons 
did during the last half of the twentieth 
century. As your Grand Master, I have 
set my sights on the following goals for 

libraries will be established, one 
in every region of our State. We will 
expand our Masonic Blood Club to 
include the Organ Donor Program for 
those who desire to become a part of this 
life-giving program, one that can show 
our charity toward others even after 
death. An offering of an insurance pro
gram at group savings to help your fami
ly and your Blue Lodge will be available 
for participation in the near future. 

Our Penn sylvania Youth Foundation 
must be expanded to involve many more 
adults and young people. This involve
ment will not only help our Masonic 
Fraternity, but also will help communities 
and our society. The Drug and Alcohol 
program will be expanding its horizons to 
include a greater role with our police 
through the D.A.R.E. Program. We must 
take our Friend to Friend Membership 
Program to greater heights by getting 
every Pennsylvania Mason involved with 
membership development, without 
solicitation. 

Brethren , a team is something you 
belong to, a binding together in a joint 
cooperative activity of fellowship that sets 
goals to accomplish. We must win 
against the decline in membership. One 
of the ways we will do this is by building 
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the Grand Master's team. Each of us will 
show others that he is on the team by 
sporting his team jacket. I am " Banking 
on You" to build the team, a team of 
members joined together hand-in-hand 
so that success can crown our effort. 
Secure a " Banking on You" card from 
lodge and begin to build your Masonic 
securities by becoming involved. Deposit 
your efforts so that you may withdraw 
companionship and outreach benefits. 
We must build a team; a team that is so 
strong that we will stop the membership 
decline and begin to show a continued 
membership growth through our Friend 
to Friend program. 

We must improve our attendance in our 
Blue Lodge by placing an emphasis on 
good and interesting programs through 
Masonic Education. We should be cog
nizant of the obligation we all took as a 
Fellowcraft Mason. 

Remember the Opening Charge, "Let us 
promote the useful Arts, and by that 
means mark our superiority and distinc
tion. " Brethren, this is a responsibility for 
each of us to enlarge his understanding of 
our degree work and apply it to his daily 
life. This is my theme for 1996 and 1997. 

The Grand Master's Medallion forms the 
shape of an oblong square featuring a 
mother with two young children and enti
tled "Charity." The statue "Charity" is a 
carved piece of art that stands in this 
great Temple commissioned by this 
Grand Lodge in 1887. The officers of 
Grand Lodge felt compelled to make a 
statement in the form of sculpture about 
the importance of charity and a mother's 
love for her children. Today we also 
must make certain that we take care of 
that part of our charity work. 

Why was I inspired to use this statue, 
"Charity," on my medallion? Because I 
became involved with helping a young 
boy who was in deep trouble not only in 
school, but also with himself. He needed 
someone to help him and so do many 
other young people who are seeking help 
from men like you today. It has been 
said, "Children need models more than 
they need critics." 

One day this young man looked into my 
eyes and said, "Ed, why did my mother 

Continued on page 3 

Grand Master continued from page 2 

desert me? Why doesn't she want me?" 
My answer to him was, "Son, it is her 
loss and my gain." Brethren, there are 
many children who need us. You, too, 
can help a child by volunteering to 
become involved with the Big Brother/Big 
Sister Program. We as Masons, each of 
us can help a child with very little effort. I 
have supplied each of your lodges with 
the necessary information about this pro
gram. I hope that many of you have a 
desire to help a young person. Won't 
you become a model for a young 
·person? 

I am sure you can remember the things 
your mother did for you. I am sure, most 
of you have witnessed the "Flower Talk" 
ceremony portrayed by our DeMolay. I 
truly believe that the Masonic Fraternity 
would not be a Fraternity today if there 
had not been good mothers raising 
young men. Brethren, I truly believe we 
need to honor our mothers for their lov
ing charity toward their children. 

I trust that we can move our Grand Lodge 
into the next century by having all of our 
Blue Lodges computerized so that the 
mundane work that takes place in Grand 
Lodge as well as at the Blue Lodge level 
can be done much more quickly and with 
greater accuracy. 

We obligated ourselves to help mankind, 
to improve ourselves, to help our 
Fraternity and to be charitable. This is the 
real purpose of our existence; it is not to 
make a living, but to make a life. So in 
the words of John Wesley ... 

"Do all the good you can 
By all the means you can 
In all the ways you can 

In all the places you can 
At all the time you can 

To all the people you can 
As long as ever you can." 

Brethren, we all desire our Fraternity to 
continue to flourish or we would not be 
interested in making our Fraternity grow 
with the help of Friend to Friend. We 
can never tell what is in store for us as we 
provide help for the widow's son and we 
fulfill our charitable responsibilities. How 
do you want to be remembered? As a 
"Great Working Mason" because you 
were involved? Or, do you want to be 
known as a HAS-BEEN OR A NEVER
WAS? 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

Edward 0. Weisser 
R.W. Grand Master 

Bro. Weisser lli th 
R. W. Grand Master 
Brother Edward 0. Weisser, 
Newtown Lodge No. 427, Woodside, 
was elected the 111th Right 
Worshipful Grand Master of Masons 
in Pennsylvania at the Quarterly 
Communication of Grand Lodge on 
December 6 and installed in that 
office at the Annual Grand 
Communication on December 27. 

Elected and installed at the same 
time to serve with the Grand Master 
are: 

Bro. }ames L. Emelle, 
Westmoreland Lodge No. 518, Greensburg, 
R.W. Deputy Grand Master; 

Bro. Robert L. Dluge, Jr. , 
Elysburg Lodge No. 414, 
R.W. Senior Grand Warden; 

Bro. Marvin A. Cwmingham, Sr. , 
Wanen Lodge No. 310, Collegeville, 
R.W. Junior Grand Warden; 

Bro. Marvin G. Speicher, 
Williamson Lodge No. 307, Womelsdorf, 
R.W. Grand Treasurer; 

Bro. Thomas W. Jackson , 
Cumberland Valley Lodge No. 315, 
Shippensburg, 
R.W. Grand Secretary. 

Grand Master Weisser was born in 
Langhorne where he has resided his 
entire life. He is married to the for
mer Barbara Banks and they are the 
parents of two daughters, Robyn 
Rowl ands and Kim Stockburger, 
and have one grandson, George 
Stockburger, VI. He has a twin 
brother, William, who will accompa
ny him as the Grand Sword Bearer 
through his term as R.W. Grand 
Master. 

He was educated in the Lower 
Moreland School District. He 
received an Associate of Science 
Degree from York College, a 
Bachelor of Science Degree from 
Cheyney University and a Degree of 
Master of Education from Temple 
Univers ity. He taught in the 
Neshaminy School District for 11 
years. He is Vice President and 
Secretary of Eastern Dawn Mobile 
Home Park, Inc., Langhorne. 

He is an active m ember of 
Langhorne United Methodist Church 
and has served as a church school 
teacher, Chairman of Education and 
Trustee. 

Bro. Weisser began his Masonic 
career in Newtown Lodge No. 427, 
where he served as Worshipful 
Master in 1972. He is a member of 
York Rite Bodies, the Scottish Rite, 
Shrine and m any other M asonic 
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Bro. Cunningham Elected 
and Installed R. W. Junior 
Grand Warden 

Bro. Marvin A. Cun
ningham was elected 
and installed as the 
R.W. Junior Grand 
Warden of the Grand 
Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons of 
Pennsylvania. 

Bro. Cunningham, District Deputy Grand 
Master of the Sixth Masonic District 
from 1988 until his Installation as R.W. 
Junior Grand Warden, served as 
Worshipful Master of Warren Lodge No. 
310, Collegeville in 1985. He was a 
Senior Instructor in the District School of 
Instruction in 1986 and 1987, also serv
ing as its President the latter year. He is 
a member of the Committee of Masonic 
Homes. 

He is a member of York Rite Bodies in 
Norristown. He is affiliated with 
Pennsylvania York Rite College No. 11, 
Shamokin; Mary Conclave, Knights of 
the Red Cross of Constantine and 
Appendant Orders; Penn Council No. 13, 
Knight Masons of th e U.S .A.; and 
Excelsior Mark Lodge No. 216. 

He is a Scottish Rite Member in Lodge of 
Perfect ion, Council Chapter and 
Consistory in the Valley of Allentown. 
He is a Shriner in Lulu Temple , 
Philadelphia. 

Bro. Cunningham was born in Batavia, 
Iowa, September 1, 1933. Educated in 
public schools there and in Illinois, he 
was graduated from United Township 
High School in East Moline, Illinois, in 
1952 . After graduation, he was 
employed by International Harvester in 
East Moline, where he was active in the 
Boy Scouts and as a Sunday school 
teacher. 

He is a Korean War and Vietnam conflict 
veteran, having served in the U.S. Navy 
for more than 20 years, retiring as a 
Chief Dental Technician in September 
1977. Bro. Cunningham began working 
for the Pennsylvania Department of 
Corrections managing a 34-bench dental 
laboratory at the State Correctional 
Institution at Graterford. Before his 
retirement last October he was the 
Manager of Correctional Industries at 
Graterford, which includes a 1,500-acre 
farm and dairy. 

Bro. Cunningham is married to the for
mer Rosalie Brackett and they are par
ents of a daughter, Lori, and two sons, 
Marvin, Jr. and Robert. He is a member 
of the Evansburg United Methodist 
Church in Collegevill e, where he has 
been a member and president of the 
Trustees. 



~- ~- ~--~- - ----------

"Friend to Friend" Program Continues 
With More Awards 
R.W. Grand Master Weisser announced that the regular Friend to Friend 
awards program not only will be continued, but also will be expanded. 
Successful petitions presented since the Friend to Friend program began 
will be counted towards additional awards. The Bronze, Silver and Gold 
Awards for first-line signers of one, two and three successful petitions for 
membership, respectively, will be awarded in the lodge. First-line signers of 
six successful petitions will receive a Lucite Friend to Friend desk award 
presented by the Grand Master at a Quarterly Communication of the Grand 
Lodge. The Friend to Friend Throat Medallion for a first-line signer of 12 
successful petitions also will be awarded by the Grand Master at a Quarterly 
Communication. 

A special Friend to Friend Masonic Apron is a new award for a 
Pennsylvania Mason who becomes the first-line signer of 25 successful peti
tions. For a first-line signer of 50 successful petitions, a Pennsylvania Mason 
will be awarded a voucher for a trip for one person on the R.W. Grand 
Master's 1997 trip to Alaska . Those special awards will be presented by the 
Grand Master at a Quarterly Communication ofthe Grand Lodge. 

Brethren qualifying for the first three awards should confirm their eligibility 
with their lodge and be sure that they are awarded. Supplies of the Bronze, 
Silver and Gold Awards have been sent to the lodges. Secretaries should 
contact the Masonic Education Office for additional supplies. All of the suc
ceeding awards require certification by the lodge secretary for presentation 
by the Grand Master. 

FRIEND TO FRIEND 

"Banking On You, Brother" 
R.W. Grand Master Edward 0. Weisser says that the 
Fraternity is "Banking On You, Brother," to be an 
active Freemason and participate in Masonic activi
ties. The Grand Master will reward any Brother who 
establishes and verifies an exemplary Mason ic 
record during 1996 and 1997 with a unique replica of 
an antique model bank that was cast in the shape of 
the Masonic Temple of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvan ia. 

Grand Master's Team 
to Earn "Friend to 
Friend" Jackets 
R.W. Grand Master Edward 0. 
Weisser wo uld like to see all 
Pennsylvania Masons become mem
bers of the Grand Master's Friend to 
Friend Team. Those who earn their 
way onto the team will be awarded 
attractive, purple jackets with a 
Friend to Friend logo, like the one 
Past Grand Master George H. 
Hohenshildt (right) is modeling for 
Grand Master Weisser. 

Any Pennsylvania Mason can 
become part of the team by being a 
first-line signer of a petition to secure 
a new member. The jacket will be 
awarded after the Entered Apprentice 
Mason's Degree has been conferred 
upon the candidate. The jackets will 
be awarded either at a Grand Lodge 
Quarterly Communication or during 
one of the Visitations by the Grand 
Master throughout the Jurisdiction. 

More than a century ago, iron workers 
m ade toy banks in the shapes of build
ings, many of them for small town bank
ing instit utions. Early Masons, who 
were also foundry men, produced a 
bank in the s hape of the Masoni c 
Temple at One North Broad Street, 
Philadelphia, which became an unusual 
and desirable toy bank and subsequent
ly a collectors' item. On July 21, 1874, 
an application for a United States patent 
was made in order to protect the special 
toy bank from unwanted reproduction. 
That date is imprinted on the bottom of 
the bank. Today, it is believed there are 
six original Masonic Temple banks 
existing. The Masonic Library and 
Museum now owns one of the original 
sm all banks. 

How To Qualify For a Bank 
During 1996 and 1997, the award will be given to :my Pennsylvania Mason who completes ten out of 
fifteen Fratemal activities. Every Pennsylvania Mason wi ll receive a card on which to track his 
progress toward eaming a bank. When he has ten tasks accomplished, either the Secretary or the Tyler 
of his Lodge will initial the card to verify their achievement. Ten of the following fif teen tasks must be 
accomplished; but the firs t five are required to be part of the ten: 

• Sign two new Petitions. 

• At1end your Lodge at least six times. 

• Visit a guest at the Masonic Homes. 

• Visit a youth group or work as a youth 
leader. 

• Attend one Grdlld Lodge function, i.e., 
Quarterly , Comersrone-Laying, a Lodge 
Room Dedication. (Grand Lodge Tyler 
willmlidate !Iris.) 

0 Serve as an Elected or Appointed Officer 
in your home Lodge. 

0 Sign for a young person to join a PA 
youth group. 

0 Volunteer to work in the Masonic Library. 

4 

0 Become a Masonic Library Fellow. 

0 Visit a Veterans' Hospital to meet 
Masonic Brethren. 

0 Get a child for the Shriners Hospital. 

0 Visit a Masonic School of Instruction at 
least three times. 

0 Become a Big Brother through your 
Lodge. 

0 Volunteer to work with the Pennsylvania 
Youth Corps. 

0 Give at least $50 to your Grand Lodge 
Masonic Charities. 

Family Entertainment 
One Sunday a Month is Time to 
E1~joy Afternoon of Cultural 
Experiences 
Masons, their families and friends will 
be able to enjoy entertainment spon
sored by the Grand Lodge one 
Sunday afternoon each month. The 
first program will be presented on 
Sunday, February 25, and then on 
each third Sunday through May. A full 
schedule of dates will be included in 
the next issue of The Pennsylvania 
Freemason. The entertainment will be 
a variety of shows staged in Scottish 
Rite Cathedrals or schools across the 
state. 

There will be a nominal donation of $2 
per adult (children under 12, free). 
Tickets for each month's shows will be 
available from your Blue Lodge 
Secretary, or at the door on a first
come basis the afternoon of the show. 
Each ticket will be good for any show 
in the state during that particular 
month. 

A few of the confirmed programs are: 
The Greater Kensington String Band; 
Norris & James, pantomime artists; 
Tom Yurasits, magician; The Sounds 
of Nashville; and former Miss 
Pennsylvania, Jennifer Schaffer, 
vocalist. 

In announcing the fam ily entertain
ment, R.W. Grand Master Edward 0. 
Weisser said that the programs 
enforce the charge to " ... be a lover 
of the arts and sciences." 

Now, It's the 
Blood and Organ 
Donor Club 
Freemasons in Pennsylvania can 
now participate in the Grand 
Lodge Blood and Organ Donor 
Club, R.W. Grand Master Edward 
0. Weisser announced during the 
Annual Grand Communication . 
The expanded humanitarian effort 
will continue under the 
Committee co -chaired by Bros. 
Norman A. Fox and F. Rick 
Knepper. 

Pennsylvania Freemasons are 
invited and earnestly encouraged 
to join in this organ donor effort, 
just as they have supported the 
ongoing blood donor program. 
The Grand Master notes in an 
announcement brochure, "We, as 
Masons, again can show our love 
for one another by giving the 
greatest gift of all - the gift of 
life! " Donor cards and informa
tion are available from the Blood 
Donor Chairmen or Junior 
Warden of your Lodge. 

More than 40,000 men, women 
and children in the U.S.A. are 
awaiting life-saving organ trans
p I a n t s; b u t, u n f o rt u n ate I y, n o t 
enough people have signed organ 
don or ca rd s. The charitable con
cerns of Freemasons can help 
greatly and set an important 
example in meeting the life-sav
ing needs. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Masonic Family Picnic Day 
You can mark your calendar now: Saturday, June 8, will be Masonic Family 
Picnic Day in Pennsylvania . Simultaneous Masonic fam ily picnics are 
planned for six major amusement parks across the State: 

Dorney Park and Wildwater Kingdom, Rts. 309 and 222~ 
Allentown; Hershey Park, 100 W . Hershey Drive, 
Hershey; Idlewild Park, Rts. 30 and 711, Ligonier; , 
Kennywood, 4800 Kennywood Blvd., West Mifflin; ~ 
Sandcastle, 1000 Sandcastle Dr. , West Homestead; 
Knoebels, Rt. 487, Elysburg; and Waldameer Park and 
WaterWorld, Erie. 

There will be detailed information in the May issue of The Pennsylvania 
Freemason. 
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Statewide Talent Search 
Offers Scholarships for 
High School Seniors 
Masons in Pennsylvania are con
ducting a statewide musical talent 
search in which high school 
seniors will earn scholarships. 
There will be a local competition 
in each of the seven Masonic 
Regions in May, followed by the 
statewide competition in 
Harrisburg in June. 

Scholarships have been estab
lished for two levels of competi
tion. The first, or Regional 
Competitions, will award scholar
ships in each of the seven 
Masonic Regions. The winners in 
each Region will be awarded $500 
for first place; $300 for second 
place; and $200 for third place. 

The Regional winners will com
pete on June 9 in Harrisburg for 
the state level scholarships : 
$5,000 for first place; $3,000 for 
second place; and $2,000 for third 
place. 

In December, R.W. Grand Master
Elect Edward 0. W eisser sent an 
announcement letter to principals 
and music department chairper
sons in all public, parochial and 
private schools. He asked them to 
invite their tal ented high school 
seniors to compete by performing 
six-minute vocal, dance or 
instrum ental presentations. 
Applications for the competitions 
were to be return ed by February 1. 

The Grand Master-Elect explained, 
"Masons are encouraged to be 
lovers of the arts and sciences and 
our contest aims to encourage 
young people. By providing 
opportunities for p erformances 
and scho larships, we believe we 
are helping th e youth of 
Pennsylvania." 



Officers of Concordia Lodge No. 67, Jenkintown, are pictured on the steps of the Free Quaker 
Meeting House after the celebration of the 200th Anniversary of the Lodge's Constitution. They 
are (left to right): Front, Bros. J . B. Adams, Chaplain; Norman L. Day, S.W.; Robert Naylor, 
J .W. ; Dale H. Fera , Sr ., D.D .G.M. , District E ; Edwin S. Hart, Ill , W.M. ; and LeRoy 0 . 
McClellan, P .M. , Secretary; Back, Bros. David Traubel, Tyler; Edwin S. Hart, .Jr., W.M.C.; 
Richard Gulezian, Pursuivant; Douglas Martz, J.M.C.; Lester Ne.fferdmf, P.M. , Treasurer; Roger 
Hanisco, P.M. , .J.D.; and Gary Ne.ff erdmf, S.D. 

Concordia Lodge Caps Bicentennial Year 

At its annual holiday party in 
December, Con cordi a Lodge No . 67, 
Jenkintown, capped a year-long 200th 
anniversary celebration. 

Bicentenni al events began in January 
1995 with an Informal Visitation by 
then-R.W. Grand M aste r George H. 
Hoh enshildt who presented one of 
Concordia 's Past Masters, Bro. Dale H. 
Fera, Sr. , as the District Deputy Grand 
Master of Masonic District "E." There 
was a second Informal Visitation by the 
Grand Master in September, the month 
in whi ch Co ncordia L od ge was 
Warranted in 1795. The Grand Master 

presented Fifty-Year Emblems of Gold 
and, at the banquet, the Lodge Trustees 
presented him with a $25,000 check for 
Grand Lodge charitable works. 

On the evening of its anniversary date, 
September 12, the lodge conducted a 
Spec ia l Mee tin g at the s ite of i ts 
Constitution, the Free Quaker Meeting 
House in Philadelphia. 

Throu gho ut th e Bice ntenni a l Year , 
Friend to Friend was prevalent, with 
Concordia Lodge show ing an increase 
in initiations. 

75-Year Recognition 
Bro. John W. Codding, who has been a 
member of Uni on Lod ge No . 108, 
T owanda, since 1920, was presented 
with a Grand Lodge 75 -Year Certificate 
of Recog ni t io n b y Bro . J ames A. 
Pru yne, D.D.G.M. , 16th Masoni c 
District. 

Bro. Codding, now residing in Concord, 
Mass ., v is ited hi s famil y ho me in 
Bradford County, where the certificate 
was presented. 
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Pine Grove's Charity 
A Year-Long Activity 
Masons of Pine Grove Lodge 
No. 409 keep "Charity and 
Help to Mankind" in mind 
every time they come to the 
lodge hall. They are asked to 
bring with them canned 
goods or other non-perishable 
food items. Worshipful 
Master Harry J. Gensemer, Jr. 
said that for the third year the 
foodstuffs will be distributed 
during the holiday seasons by 
the area's Council of Churches 
to needy families. 

Masons To Help 
Big Brothers/ 
Big Sisters 
R.W. Grand Master Edward 
0. Weis se r ha s asked 
Masons in Pennsylvania to 
give of themselves, Friend 
to Friend, as active 
Brethren in support of the 
Big Brothers/ Big Si sters 
Program in their counties. 

He ex plained clearly in a 
letter for Lodge notices : 
"Masons always have been 
vitally interested in the 
improvement of mankind. 
Many have asked ... 'What 
can I do , as a Mason, to 
help mankind?' Brethren, 
yo u can he I p s u p port the 
Grand Master's program of 
Masonic volunteers to work 
with the Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters organization in your 
county." 

He continu ed, "We have 
good men in Freemasonry, 
and the Big Brothers/ Big 
Sisters have the needy chil 
dren ... . Th e only thing the 
children need is you, a 
Master Mason volunteering 
a small portion of your 
time. 

Administrative, 
Location Changes 
Effected at Grand 
Lodge in Philadelphia 
A series of administrative 
changes has been effected 
throughout Grand Lodge at the 
Masonic Temple in Philadelphia. 

The business office of the Grand 
Master has been relocated from 
the first floor to the fourth floor. 
The Grand Master's personal 
office and conference room 
remain at the northwest corner of 
the first floor. 

On December 27, Bro. Thomas W. 
Jackson, the R.W. Grand 
Secretary, also became the 
Executive Director of Grand 
Lodge Operations. On February 
1, Bro. Robert G. Boone took 
over full responsibility for 
AutoMasonry, the project to com
puteri ze and interconnect Grand 
Lodge and Blue Lodges in the 
Jurisdiction. 

Also, on February 1, Bro. A. J. 
"Bud" Garvey filled the new posi
tion of Assistant to the Grand 
Master. Replacing Bro. Garvey as 
the Director of The Pennsylvania 
Foundation for the Prevention of 
Drug and Alcohol Abuse Among 
Children is Bro. Joseph W. Witte. 

The Masonic Museum and Library 
of Pennsylvania is being expand
ed at its location on the first floor, 
taking over space vacated when 
the Office of the Grand Master 
was moved to the fourth floor. 
The remodeled space will provide 
more re source and r ef e rence 
space for the Library, a Library
Mu s eum gift shop and office 
space for the Library and staff. 
Dr. Glenys A. Waldman, f ormerly 
the A ssi stant Librarian and 
Curator, is now the Librarian. 

Joanne Ford is the Executiv e 
Secretary to the Grand Ma ster 
and Grand Lodg e Officers and 
Anna Mae Hunt is an 
Administrative Assistant for the 
Committee on M asonic Education. 

Outstanding P.M. Night for Lodge No. 582 

It was an outstanding Past Masters' Night at Homestead-Amity
McCandless Lodge No. 582, Dravosburg. There were 68 Past Masters 
present, 21 of them Past Masters of Lodge No. 582, and 47 visiting Past 
Masters. Past Masters made up half of the 135 Brethren who attended 
the meeting. In addition, there were nine visiting Worshipful Masters 
from the 49th Masonic District. Dinner, attended by 120 Brethren, pre
ceded the meeting. 

Bro. Jay E. McElravy, D.D.G.M., of 
the 49th Masonic District and a Past 
Master of Youghiogheny Lodge No. 
583, McKeesport, hailed the 
response of the members as " ... a 
further sign of the renewed interest 
and growth in the organization." 
The lodge is the result of a merger 
of three lodges: McCandless Lodge 
founded in 1867; Homestead Lodge 
founded in 1890; and Amity Lodge 
founded in 1916. 

The Past Masters' Night almost seemed like a mini-Scottish Rite reunion for jive 33rd Degree 
Masons. Bra Jay E. McElravy (left rear), D.D.G.M., 49th Masonic District, and Bro. Thomas E. 
Barlow (right rear), W.M., Homestead-Amity-McCandless Lodge, are shown with (front row, leji 
to right): Bros. Milan Tomich, W.M., and .Joseph Revesz, P.M., both of St . .John' s-Trinity Lodge 
No. 736, Pittsburgh, and Bro. David K. Johnstone, P.M. of McKinley Lodge and P.D.D.G.M., 
55th Masonic District. 

New Mason Confers Two Degrees Same Night 
Bro. Patrick M. Toomey, 26, has been a member of Cumberland Star 
Lodge No. 197 for less than a year. Just six weeks after he began learn
ing the Entered Apprentice Mason's Degree, he not only conferred that 
degree, but he also conferred the Master Mason's Degree -- both in the 
long form on the same night. 

According to Bro. Toomey, "I began learning the First Degree to earn 
the right to be appointed an officer. Then, I decided to learn the Third 
Degree at the same time because I really wanted to confer the Master 
Mason's Degree for my brother, Ron. It was the chance of a lifetime and 
I'm sure glad I did it!" 

Bro. Toomey was taught the degrees by his recommender, Bro. Dean E. 
Vaughn, P.M. of Cumberland Star Lodge, and used Bro. Vaughn's learn
ing system to master both degrees after a total of only 35 hours of 
instruction. 
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Cornerstone Laid for the $10-Million Greater 
Pittsburgh Masonic Center 
Cornerstone Laying Cere
monies for the $1 0-million 
Greater Pittsburgh Masonic 
Center were conducted by 
R.W. Grand Master George 
H. Hohenshildt and the 
Officers of the Grand 
Lodge of Pennsylvania on 
October 9. 

The new Greater Pittsburgh PROGRESS ON THE NEW Greater Pittsburgh Masonic 
Masonic Center, expected Center continues. Occupancy by the Masonic Bodies of 
to be occupied this Spring, thearea isexpectedthisSpring. 

will house seven Blue Lodges, the offices ofthe 15,000-member Scottish 
Rite Valley of Pittsburgh, the York Rite Bodies, Islam Grotto, a 500-seat 
theater, and a 500-seat banquet facility. The center replaces the old 
Masonic Temple in Oakland, which was sold to the University of 
Pittsburgh. 

A full complement of the Grand Lodge Elected and Appointed Officers 
and four Past Grand Masters participated in the ceremonies, as well as 
12 District Deputy Grand Masters. Also participating were the seven 
Blue Lodges that will meet in the center, the Scottish Rite Bodies of the 

THE CAPSTONE shown here 
will be set in place in the com
ple ted Greater Pi ttsburgh 
Masonic Center. 

Valley of Pittsburgh, the York Rite Bodies, the 
Grotto and the Shrine. 

A dinner hosted by Bro. George H. Hott, Jr. , 
th e 55th Masonic District Dep uty Grand 
Master, was held at the Holiday Inn in Ross 
Township. Remarks of achievement were 
offered by Bro. David S. Kielman, 47th 
Masonic District Deputy Grand M aster, who is 
President of the Masonic Fund Society of 
Allegheny County, builder of the center. The 
historic event for Pittsburgh area Freemasons 
co ncluded with the address by R.W. Grand 
Master Hohenshildt. 

ACCOMPANIED IN THE EAST by honored guests, R .W. Grand Master George H. Hohenshildt 
opens the Cornerstone Laying Ceremonies for the Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center. 
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NORTH TO 
ALASKA 

The Grand Lodge Of Free 
And Accepted Masons of 

Pennsylvania 
Presents 

Alaska Glacier Route 
Cruise Tour 

(First Week of August 1997) 
Plus Post Cruise Options 

This trip is open to Masons and 
Friends (Non-Masons) 

There will be four options available: 
1. Fly to Seattle from either Philadelphia, 

Pittsburgh or Harrisburg, bus trip to 
Vancouver to board the ship and then 
cruise the inland waterway to Seward, 
Alaska. Then fly directly home. 

(Total 7 days) 
2. Same as (1) above except spend two 

extra days in Anchorage then fly 
directly home. 

(Total9 days) 
3. Same as (1) above except spend 

four to seven days on a land tour and 
then fly directly home. 

(Total 11 to 14 days) 
4. Same as (1) above except spend two 

days in Anchorage, four to seven days 
on a land tour and then fly directly 
home. 

(Total 13 to 16 days) 

Your Trip To Alaska Will Include: 
Air Transportation • Cabin per grade selected 

All shipboard meals: breakfast, lunch, dinner, 
midnight buffet. etc. • First class entertainment • 

Captain's Welcome Aboard Pany • 
Plus selected options. 

The total cost for the cruise, airfare and options has 
not been detennined at this time. However, the 
cruise fare has been guaranteed at 1994 prioes. 

Reservation Coupon 

Enclosed is my check payable to The Grand Lodge 
of Pennsylvania in the amount of $100.00 for each 
reservation. Refund of deposit will be made up to 
May I, 1997 on all cancellations except for I 0%. 

Name (s): ________ _ 

Address: 

City: -----------

State: __ Zip Code: ____ _ 

Home phone:( __ ) _____ _ 

Business:(_), _______ _ 

Masonic Affiliation (if any):. ___ _ 

Send to: David Jacobs 
20 Rain lily Road 
Levittown, PA 19056-2302 

For Additional Information call: 215-946-7464 

Library and Museum Gift Shop 
There's a "little store" 
in The Masonic Library 
and Museum of 
Pennsylvania. Since 

last August, the "little 
store" has been only a 

catalog outlet; but now it is acquir
ing display and sales space in the 
expansion of the Library and 
Museum on the first floor of 
Grand Lodge. 

The attractive first catalog of 
Masonic gift items and supplies 
(whose cover picture of Ben 
Franklin, the Craftsman, is shown 
here) made its debut last August 
at Grand Master's Day. If you 
would like a catalog, contact the 
Library and Museum at the Masonic Temple in Philadelphia. The catalog will 
be revised as necessary to add new items. 

Response to the catalog has been enthusiastic; e.g. item ML 12b, "Benjamin 
Franklin Craftsman Coin," sold out quickly. If you are interested in that item, 
let the Library and Museum personnel know. Consideration will be given to 
having the coin restruck if there are sufficient requests. 

Talking About Bro. Franklin 
At the annual meeting of the 
Friends of the Library and Museum, 
Bro. and Dr. Whitfield J. Bell, one of 
the leading authorities on Benjamin 
Franklin, presented a paper on the 
famous American who also was an 
early Grand Master of Masons in 
Pennsylvania (1734 and 1749). At 
the same October 14 meeting, there 
was a fascinating interaction 
between two exciting visitors. " Bro. 
Ben Franklin" portrayed by Bro. 
Dean Bennett (left in photo) spoke 
of some of the interesting events of 
" his" l ife. Bro. Carl W. Homan, 
Chairman of the Grand Lodge 
Committee on Temple, who por
trayed " Bro. and President George 

Washington," also spoke. At right is 
Bro. John H. Platt, Jr., of the Library 
and Museum. 

Bro. Bell, then a member of the 
Board of Directors of The Masonic 
Library and Museum of 
Pennsylvania, was for some time 
the Editor of The Franklin Papers. 
He also held the position of 
Executive Officer of the American 
Philosophical Society, founded by 
Bro. Franklin in Phil adelphia. 
During the meeting, the Friends also 
hosted ladies who had accompa
nied Brethren to Philadelphia for the 
York Rite Festival being held in the 
Masonic Temple. 
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Bro. Joseph IV. \Viue llro. A. 1. Carmy 

Bro. Joseph W. Witt:tr~· 
is New Drug & ·· ~· e v 

' I 

Alcohol Director -
R.W. Deputy Grand Master James L. 
Ernette, President of The Pennsylvania 
Masonic Foundation for the 
Prevention of Drug and Alcohol Abuse 
Among Children announced that Bro. 
Joseph W. Witte, a former 
Philadelphia Police Lieutenant last 
commanding a Division 's Narcotic 
Processing Unit, became the Director 
of the Foundation on January 1. He 
replaced Bro. A J. "Bud" Garvey, who 
is now Assistant to the Grand Master. 

The new director has seen first-hand 
the effects that drug and alcohol 
abuse have on society. Through more 
than a quarter of a century of police 
work, he has not only worked in crime 
prevention, detection and apprehen
sion, but a I so has participated in 
numerous community policing pro
grams. He has been a speaker for the 
D & A Foundation and has dealt exten
sively with the media. Bro. Witte is 
Senior Warden of Richard Vaux
lvanhoe Lodge No. 384, Philadelphia. 
He is a member of the Scottish Rite 
Bodies of the Valley of Philadelphia, 
and a Shriner of Lulu Temple. 

REGIONAL ScHooLs OF INSTRUC110N 

1 February 24 Donora 
March 9 NewCastle 

9 
March 16 Pittsbugh 
March 23 Everett 
March 30 Harrisburg 

9 April 13 Allentown 
April 20 Bradford 
April 27 Philadelphia 

6 May 11 Warren 
May 18 Williamsport 

1 
February 22 Washington 
March 8 NewCastle 
March 15 Pittsburgh 

9 March 22 Johnstown 
April 5 Harrisburg 

9 April 12 Bradford 
April 19 Allentown 
April 26 Philadelphia 

7 May 3 Edinburgh 
May 10 Williamsport 



Patient Self-Determination 
What is Patient Self
Determination? It is the 
intrinsic 1ight of individ
uals to be free to make 
choices about themselves 

:Mt--t= based on needs and 
beliefs while taking into consideration the con
sequences of those choices. 

Many people realize, when they take time to 
think about it, that they have feelings about 
quality of life and quality of death as they 
relate to medical care. Patient self-determina
tion is taking those feelings to the point of 
action to see that wishes are caJTied out in the 
event that an individual is unable to communi
cate those desires ... creating advanced 
directives. 

In December 1991, our governing bodies in 
Washington, D.C., passed the Patient Self
Determination Act. This Act applies to all 
facilities that accept reimbursement from 
Medicare and Medicaid. It requires facilities 
to write and implement policies regarding the 
patient's right to make decisions concerning 
medical care and/or the right to refuse treat
ment and create advanced directives. This 
means that the choices one makes regarding 
care and refusal of medical treatment are now 
protected by law. 

For a significant percentage of Americans, the 
passage of this Act was a great relief. It is a 
comfort to know that what one has chosen 
regarding care is legally protected. Advanced 
directives can be many things, among which it 
can be appointing a Power of Attomey or cre
ating a Living Will. It is impmtant to infonn 
those close to you about the choices you have 
made. Talk to your physician, your family 
members, or close friends. It is only by writ
ing those wishes formally as well as informing 
those around you that you can feel the free
dom that this Act allows. 

Not only should you make those around you 
aware of your wishes concerning advanced 
directives, but also you should be aware of 
your loved-ones' wishes as well, so that you 
can be instrumental in fulfilling their needs. 
Opening a dialogue with your parents, spouse, 
or other loved-one may be difficult, but it can 
be done gently and with great respect for his 
wishes. Advanced directives may be only one 
of many issues you should be discussing with 
your loved-one. USA Today in a special report 
on aging issues in July 1995, provided the fol
lowing tips on how to begin talking with 
loved-ones about aging issues. The copyright
ed mticle, reprinted below with permission, is 
geared toward talking with parents, but the 
points made are applicable to many situations. 

Ask Advice-A good way to open the dialogue 
is to seek your parents' counsel: "I'm getting 
around to making a Will; how did you go about 
this?" And, "I always admired the way you 
planned for retirement. How did you do it?" 

Plan Ahead-Prepare your pm·ents ahead of 
time so they can give you their fu ll attention. 
"I'd like a chance to talk to you about (what
ever). What is the best time to talk?" 

Have a Goal-Decide what you want to leave 
the conversation with-permission to get yow· 
parents a Living Will, for example. Know 
how to get one a11d steer the conversation to 
this one, specific goal. 

Ease Into The Conversation-The more 
relaxed you m·e, the better. Again, present 
only one idea at a time. Conversations need a 
clem· focus. 

Listen Carefully-If your pm·ents perceive you 
are really listening, they may give you impor
tant infom1ation, and they may be more will
ing to compromise during the more emotional 
conversations that lie ahead. 

Offer Limited Assistance-Offer your opin
ions; don 't give "advice." Acknowledge their 
competence. Ask questions like, "Given what 
we already know, what is your next step?'' 

Use ''!" Statements-They are not judgmen
tal, while "you" statements are. For example, 
"I am wonied about you when you d1ive late 
at night" is more effective than, "You m·e not a 
good enough night driver." 

Don't Interrupt-Curb your need to argue, 
make judgments, or offer solutions. Implicit 
should be respect for the decisions they make 
for themselves. Ask questions that help your 
pm·ents decide if their plans m·e realistic: "If 
your plan doesn't work, what else might you 
do?" 

Separate Your Issues From Your Parents'-If 
you are the one having the problem, say so. 
Your parents may feel fine about night dri
ving, you m·e the one who wonies. Don' t try 
to shift the concem. 

Step Back If There's a Fight- Take a deep 
breath and realize you don't have to respond 
immediately to every objection or view it as an 
attack. Nod your head and listen. This pro
vides validation. Or try saying, "Where do 
you think we should go from here?'' And, 
"We may disagree, but I will listen and I will 
care." 

Allow Time-Let them react and adjust to the 
content of your conversation. Issues ru·e rarely 
settled at a single sitting. 
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Recognize Limitations-Despite your good 
intentions, pm-ents may refuse to answer. 

Find Other Help--Go to other frunily mem
bers, ones with more influence or fewer emo
tional issues than you have with your parents. 
Or hire a neutral third pruty, such as a coun
selor who specializes in elder issues, for some 
brief, limited help. 

Educate yourself and your loved ones on 
the options available and most important
ly, take action to make sure that your 
wishes and the wishes of yow· loved ones 
are honored! To obtain a copy of a Living 
Will Fmm and educational material, con
tact your physician, lawyer, or call 
Masonic Homes Outreach Program at: 
1-800-462-7664 or (717) 361-5080. 

Masonic Homes 
Opens New 
Transitional Unit 
The Masonic Homes of Elizabethtown 
is pleased to announce the opening of a 
Transitional Unit in early 1996. The 
Transitional Unit will be located in the 
Masonic Health Cm·e Center and will 
offer care to individuals during ilieir 
transition from ilie hospital to a nursing 
cru-e facility, residential, or independent 
living setting. 

Individuals today are being dischru:ged 
earlier from hospitals and frequently 
require ilie special attention, education, 
and procedures we will be offering in 
this unit. The Transitional Unit will 
provide specialized care through a well
trained care plan team under tlle direc
tion of a Transitional Unit Manager. 

The unit will be placing emphasis on 
rehabi litation and recovery. The 
Transitional Unit will provide a positive 
environment for individuals with the 
prin1a.ry goal of returning them to the 
most independent living situation possi
ble. 

For more information on the 
Transitional Unit of the M asonic 
Homes, please contact: 

Administrator, Health Care Services 
Masonic Homes, One Masonic Drive 

Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
717-367-1121 Ext. 33117 

l 

Construction Update Site Plan 
Unveiled Cottage Expansion 

Plans have been 
announced for the 
new Independent 
Living cottages at the 

_MI--l- Masonic Homes. The 
- - site plan shows the 
potential for developing up to a total 
of 100 cottages. Phases A and B, 
which consist of 18 cottages each, are 
estimated to be completed in Spring 
and Summer of 1997. These cottages 
include three basic floor plans. Some 
of these plans have basements avail
able for those who desire extra room 
for entertaining or to pursue hobbies. 
Many of the cottages in the first two 
phases have been reserved, but there 
are still several cottage plans from 
which to choose. Four of the cottage 
floor plans include skylights and 
vaulted ceilings. For more informa
tion, contact Pat Gibble or Hollie 
Smith at Masonic Homes' 
Independent Living at 1-800-676-6452. 

Though the seasons change, work 
continues at a feverish pace on the 
new apartment projects. The Brown 
Apartments are now f inished, and 
many residents have moved in. The 
bright and co lo rf ul atrium ha s 
become a focal point in the new 
bu ilding. 

The Eisenlohr Projects are now well 
underway. The Eisenlohr Commons 

Din ing Facility is completed and serv
ing residents of the Brown and 
Charles Ei se nlohr Apartments . 
Eventually, the residents of the Louis 
Eisenlohr and Smith Apartments also 
will be served at Eisenlohr Commons. 

Orange- Phase A; Red- Phase B; 
Blue- Phase C; Green- Phase D; 
Tan - Phase E; Brown- Phase F 

Design work o n th e two Smith 
Buildings is proceeding well. Efforts 
are being made to preserve the main 
fireplaces and original woodwork in 
the public areas of the buildings. 
Both of the Smith Buildings will have 
spaces that will serve the residents of 
this and other areas of the Masonic 
Homes. These spaces most likely will 
include a ceramics room, painting 
room, and a multi-purpose room. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Free Tables, Chairs 
Available 
A s a re su It of renovations to 
Masonic Homes' Grand Lodge Hall 
Dining Room in Eli zabet htown, 
approximately 40 round wood 
tab les, 58 inches in diameter, as 
well as approximately 300 wooden 
chairs are available. These items 
are suitable for lodge dining rooms 
and are available free on a "first
come" basis. Inte rested lodges 
should contact Gerry Tracy, Director 
of Environmental Ser v ices, at 
Masonic Homes, (717)-367-1121 Ext. 
33104. Lodges will be responsible 
for picking up and transportation. 

Attention New Masons 

Masonic Homes 
News Flash 
If you became a Mason between June 1, 
1995, and Decembe r 31, 1995, you are 
invited to an open house at the Masonic 
Homes on March 30, 1996. We promise 
that the day will be a fun-filled, educa
tional opportunity. Mark that date on 
your family calendar. You will receive a 
personal invitation closer to the time. 

For additional information you may con
tact: Executiv e Director 's Office, 
Masonic Homes, One Masonic Drive, 
Elizabethtown , PA 17022-2199; Phone 
(717)-367-1121, ext. 33262. 
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Volunteers Needed in 
Elizabethtown 
"Most of us will never do great 
things, but we can do small things in 
a great way." 

The 1990's and the turn of this cen
tury will be remembered as the 
decade of service, and so we contin
ue to rely on volunteerism as a sup
port to supplement and further 
enhance the well-being and th e 
meaning of life for our residents. 
The Masonic Health Care Center in 
Elizabethtown, a 430-bed facility, is 
seeking volunteers to join its 
Volunteer Services program. A 
commitment of three to four hours 
w eekly in a chosen area is request
ed, and a complimentary meal is 
offered to all volunteers. 

Volunteer opportunities are avail
able in these areas: escorts are 
needed in the Physi ca l Therapy 
Department to transport wheelchair 
residents back to their rooms after 
treatment; the beauty shop requests 
volunteers to escort residents to and 
from their areas; hosts/hostesses are 
needed to t ake the s nack ca rt 
thro ugh the M aso nic Health Care 
Center on a scheduled route, offer
ing candy and cards to res idents. 
The newly-const ru cted gift 
shop/boutique is seeking volunteer 
sa les attendants; and volunteers are 
sought for Sundays to escort resi
dents to and from church serv ices. 
Most shifts a re during the day, 
Monday through Friday, with sever
al opportunities ava il abl e in the 
evenings and weekends. 

Call (717) 367-1121 ext. 33175 today 
for additional information and to see 
what small things you can do in a 
great way. 

Ladies Pin 
A wreath 
surrounds a 
keystone as a 
symbol of 
Pennsylvania, 
upon which is 
superimposed 
the Square and Compasses and "G" on 
a blue enamel background. 



Eight New District Deputy Grand Masters 
Bro. Edward 0. Weisser, R.W Grand Master, has appointed 
eight new District Deputy Grand Masters as follows: 

Masonic Dishict C 
Joseph DiPinto, J r. 
St. A/ban-Swain Lodge No. 529 

5720 Rising Sun Avenue 

Philadelphia, PA 191 20-1627 

For Lodges Nos. 19, 91 , 126, 

135,155,368,529,773 and 782 

Masonic District D 
Kenneth W. Bleiler 
Fran~jord Lodge No. 292 

935 Beverly Road 

Rydal, PA 19046 

For Lodges Nos. 2, 9, 52, 211, 292, 

506,600, 67 1,717 and 751 

6th Masonic Dishict 
Hal E. Zweiback 
Fritz Lodge No. 420 

412 West Tenth Avenue 

Conshohocken, PA 19428-1416 

For Lodges Nos. 190, 273, 308, 3 10, 

420,558,581,620 ;md 744 

APPOINTMENTS 

Instructor of 
Ritualistic Work 
Bro. Robert L. Krout 
MacCalla Lodge No. 596 

Regional Instructors 
Regioi16, 
Bro. Michael L. Cathcart 
Clearfield Lodge No. 314 

Floor Officers 
Senior Grand Deacon 
Bro. John J. Hunt 
Harmony Lodge No. 52 

Junior Grand Deacon 
Bro. Nomum A. Fox 
Willi<ml B. Hackenburg-Mount Moriah 
Lodge No. 155 

Grand Steward 
Bro. James T. Young 
Thomson Lodge No. 340 

Grand Steward 
Bro. Thomas C. Librandi 
Prince Edwin Lodge No. 486 

Grand Marshal 
Bro. Donald L. Albert 
Euclid Lodge No. 698 

Grand Sword Bearer 
Bro. William W. Weisser 
Newtown Lodge No. 427 

Grand Pur.wivam 
Bro. Nelson M. Baird, Jr. 
Norristown Lodge No. 620 

Grand Tyler 
Bro. G. Richard McLucas 
Skerrett Lodge No. 343 

Aides to Grand M aster 
Bro. Homer Jones, 
Lodge No. 780 

Bro. Elvin G. Warfel, 
Newtown Lodge No. 427 

Bro. J. Walter Price, 
Pilgrim Lodge No. 712 

Bro. Harry P. Wallace, 
Newtown Lodge No. 427 

Bro. Lynn G. Bnmdt, 
Williamson Lodge No. 307 

Bro. Terry D. Bentzel, 
York Lodge No. 266 

Bro. Keith J. Caito, 
Homestead-Amity-McCandless 
Lodge No. 582 

Bro. William C. McCracken, 
McKeesport Lodge No. 641 

Bro. William Wetterau, 
Southampton-Radiant Star 
Lodge No. 806 

Bro. F. Rick Knepper, 
Cromwell Lodge No. 572 

New Grand Chaplains 
Bro. Robert L. Curry, 
Jemsalem Lodge No. 506 

Bro. Harold J. Schieck, 
Perm-Morris Lodge No. 778 

Bro. Thomas C. Haugh, 
Thomson Lodge No. 340 

Bro. S. James Schmittle, Sr., 
Oasis Lodge No. 416 

13th Masonic Dishict 
Eugene D. Lucas 
Oriemal Star Lodge No. 588 

1425 Green Ridge Street 

Durunore, PA 18509 

For Lodges Nos. 29 1, 323, 339, 345, 

523, 584, 588 and 597 

25th Masonic Dishict 
Richard E. Lawhead 
Western Star Lodge No. 304 

R.D. #4, Box 3D- I 

Cochnmton, PA 16314-9371 

For Lodges Nos. 234, 258, 304, 408, 

424, 473, 498 and 790 
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Eight Created Past District 
Deputy Grand Masters 
Bro. Gary L. Waters, 
Masonic District C, 
Williamson-Corinthi<m Lodge No. 368 

Bro. Guy T. Matthews 
Masonic District D, 
Tacony Lodge No. 600 

Bro. Marvin A. Cunningham, Sr., 
6th Masonic District, 
Warren Lodge No. 3 10 

Bro. Benjamin H. Lee 
13th Masonic District, 
King Solomon Lodge No. 584 

Bro. Kim W. Jeffreys, 
25th Masonic District, 
Westem Star Lodge No. 304 

Bro. John W. Haines, Jr., 
35th Masonic District, 
Benton Lodge No. 667 

Bro. Leonard K. Ruckert 
37th Masonic District, 
Rochester Lodge No. 229 

Bro. Homer Jones, 
50th Masonic District, 
Pocono Lodge No. 780 

Friend to Friend 
Committee on M embersh ip 
Development 
Bro. George H. Hohenshildt, 
R.W. Past Grand Master, Chainnan 

Bro. M<u"Vin G. Speicher, 
R.W. Grand Treasurer 

35th Masonic District 
William H. Rice, J r. 
Catawissa Lodge No. 349 

R.R. I, Box 363 

Catawissa, P A 17820 

For Lodges Nos. 224, 265, 349, 354, 

460, 462, 5 16 and 667 

37th Masonic Dishict 
William R. Marvin 
Par/an Lodge No. 662 

320 Sylvia Drive 

Beaver Falls, PA 15010 

For Lodges Nos. 229, 259,457,485, 

662, 672, 70 I and 791 

50th Masonic District 
Dennis J . Erb 
Barger Lodge No. 325 

R.R. #4, Box 4043 

Saylorsburg, PA 18353 

For Lodges Nos. 3 11, 325, 413, 565, 

594, 622, 628 and 780 

Bro. Joseph E. Murphy 

Bro. William M. Kratzenberg 

Bro. Dean E. Vaughn 

Bro. Joseph F. Acton 

Bro. Blaine F. Fabian 

Bro. Homer Jones 

Committee on Finance 
Bro. Edward 0. Weisser, 
R.W. Grand Master, Chainmm 

Bro. James L. Emelle, 
R.W. Deputy Gnmd Master 

Bro. Robert L. Dluge, Jr., 
R.W. Senior Grand Warden 

Bro. Marvin A. Cunningham, Sr., 
R.W. Junior Grand Warden 

Bro. Thomas W. Jackson, 
R.W. Gnmd Secretary, 
Secretary to Committee 

Bro. Theodore K. W1m1er, Jr., Esq. 

Bro. Robert M. Spicer, Jr. 

Bro. Guy T. Matthews 

Bro. Ronald C. Unterberger 

Bro. John W. Dean 

Trustees of the 
Consolidated Fund 
Bro. John L. McCain, 
R.W. Past Grand Master, Chainnan 

Bro. RobCJ1 L. Dluge, Jr., 
R.W. Senior Grand Warden 

Bro. Michael J. Peters 

Bro. Drew W. Washabau 

Bro. Ro1y M. Emery 

Masonic Blood Bank-Organ 
Donor Committee 
Bro. Norman A. Fox, 
President, Co-Chairman 

Bro. F. Rick Knepper, Co-Chairrmm 

Bro. Arthur W. Buzzard, Treasurer 

Bro. William E. Riley, Secretary 

Bro. John J. Hunt 

Bro. Henry G. Schaefer, Jr., Esq. 

Bro. William F. Gottschalk, Jr. 

Trustees of Title to the 
Masonic Temple and Other 
Real Estate of Grand Lodge 
Bro. W. Edward Sell, Esq., Chairman 

Bro. Newton C. Taylor 

Bro. Lee N. Whitaker 

Bro. William J. Ebertshauser 

Bro. Guy T. Matthews 

Administrators of the 
Pension Plan 
Bro. Robert L. Dluge, Jr., 
R.W. Senior Grand Warden, Chairman 

Bro. Thomas W. Jackson, 
R.W. Grand Secretary 

Bro. Thomas F. Toscani, Esq. 

Bro. Richard J. Spangler 

Bro. George Bennett 

Members Elected to Com
mittee on Masonic Homes 
Bro. William Zacharellis, 
Chartiers Lodge No. 297 

Bro. Carl R. Flohr, 
George Washington Lodge No. 143 

Bro. William L. McCarrier, 
Butler Lodge No. 272 

Bro. Norman A. Fox , 
William B. Hackenburg-Mount Moriah 
Lodge No. !55 

Bro. De1m E. Vauglm, 
Cumberland Star Lodge No. 197 

Bro. D. William Roberts, 
Avalon Lodge No. 657 

Bro. Robert L. Engel, 
Armstrong Lodge No. 239 

(The Grand Lodge Elected Officers are also 
members of the Grand Lodge Commiltee on 
Masonic Homes. Bro. Edward 0. Weisser, 
R. W. Grand Master was elected by the 
Commillee to se1ve as Chairman.) 

M asonic Homes Building 
and Grounds Subcommittee 
Bro. Carl R. Flohr, Chairman 

Bro. William L. McCarrier 

Bro. Robert L. Engel 

Bro. Norman A. Fox 

Bro. P. Thomas Feeser 

Bro. John E. Hoffman 

Masonic Homes 
Admissions, Home 
Assistance and Resident 
Services Subcommittee 
Bro. William Zacharellis, Esq., Chai1man 

Bro. Robert L. Dluge, Jr., 
R.W. Senior Grand Warden 

Bro. Thomas W. Jackson, 
R.W. Grand Secretary 

Bro. Guy T. Matthews 

Bro. D. William Roberts 

M asonic Homes Human 
Resources Subcommittee 
Bro. Dean E. Vaughn, Chairman 

Bro. James L. Emelle, 
R.W. Deputy Grand Master 

Bro. Marvin A. Cunningham, Sr., 
R.W. Junior Grand Warden 

Bro. Robert L. Engel 

Bro. D. William Roberts 

Masonic Homes Long Range 
Planning and Development 
Subcommittee 
Bro. Nomum A. Fox, Chai1man 

Bro. Robert L. Dluge, Jr., 
R.W. Senior Grand Warden 

Bro. Marvin A. Cunninghan1, Sr., 
R.W. Junior Grand Warden 

Bro. William L. McCarrier 

Bro. Homer Jones 

Bro. Henry F. McKonly, Jr. 

Bro. Robert L. Haar 

Masonic Homes Financial 
Subcommittee 
Bro. Marvin G. Speicher, 
R.W. Gnmd Treasurer, Chainnan 

Bro. Willian1 L. McCarrier 

Bro. Norman A. Fox 

Bro. Robert M. Spicer, Jr. 

Bro. Kenneth V. Hatt 

Board of the Pennsylvania 
Youth Foundation 
Bro. Robert L. Engel, Chainnan 

Bro. Samuel C. Williamson, 
R.W. Past Grand Master 

Bro. William C. McCracken 

Bro. C. DeForrest Trexler 

Bro. Lany G. Newhard 

Mrs. Beryl Hogue, 
(Rainbow for Girls) 

Mrs. Nancy Morris, (Job's Daughters) 

Bro. Thomas R. Labagh, Secretary 

Board of The Pennsylvania 
Masonic Foundation For The 
Prevention of Drug and 
Alcohol Abuse Among 
Children 
Bro. James L. Emelle, 
R.W. Deputy Grand Master, President 

Bro. Eugene D. Lucas 

Bro. Walter C. Daniels 

Bro. Larry R. Emigh 

Bro. James J. Campanile 

Bro. Stanley A. Kolmetzky 

Bro. JeffreyS. Greene 

Bro. Andrew M. Pecuch 

Bro. Joseph W. Witte, Secretary 

Board of The Pennsylvania 
Masonic Foundat ion For 
Leadership and 
Management, Inc. 
Bro. Edward B. McCartney, Chairman 

Bro. Lester A. Kem 

Bro. RobertS. Swoyer 

Bro. David Jacobs 

Bro. Larry R. Emigh 

Bro. Robert D. Hanson, Esq. 

Bro. Ralph C. Rickard 
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Board of The Masonic 
Library and Museum of 
Pennsylvania 
Bro. Edward 0. Weisser, 
R.W. Gnmd Master, Chairman 

Bro. Arthur J. Kurtz, 
R.W. Past Grand Master 

Bro. John K. Young, 
R.W. P<L~t Gnmd Master 

Bro. Joseph F. Acton 

Bro. Elvin G. Warfel 

Bro. Theodore K. Wwner, Jr. , Esq. 

Bro. John W. Loose 

Ms. Glenys A. Waldman, Secretary 

Committee on Higher 
Education, Gifts and Loans 
Bro. Thomas W. Jackson, 
R.W. Grand Secretary, Chainnan 

Bro. Samuel C. Williamson, 
R. W. Past Gnmd Master 

Bro. Hiram P. Ball, 
R.W. Past Gnmd Ma~ter 

Bro. Harold A. Dunkelberger 

Bro. James L. Sieber 

Committee on Masonic 
Education 
Bro. Edward 0. Weisser, 
R.W. Grand Master, Chairman 

Bro. Thomas R. Eynon 

Bro. Terry D. Bentzel 

Bro. F. Rick Knepper 

Bro. Albert G. Lebedda 

Bro. Glenn W. Olsen 

Bro. Ronald A. Aungst, Sr. 

Bro. William A. Wetterau 

Bro. Elvin G. Warfel, Secretary, 
Consultant to Committee 

Committee on Fraternal 
Recognition 
Bro. Joseph E. Trate, 
R.W. Past Gnmd Master, Chainnan 

Bro. Thomas W. Jackson, 
R.W. Grand Secretary 

Bro. Arthur R. Diamond, 
R. W. Past Grand Treasurer 

Bro. Elvin G. Warfel 

Bro. Paul D. Fisher 

Committee on By-Laws 
Bro. Henry G. Schaefer, Jr., Esq., 
Chai1man 

Bro. Raymond J. DeRaymond, Esq. 

Bro. Joseph W. Kovarick 

Bro. George F. Smith 

Bro. William Zacharellis, Esq. 

Bro. John J. Hunt, Consult1mt 

Advisory Committee 
Bro. Marvin G. Speicher, 
R.W. Grand Treasurer 

Bro. Dean E. Vaughn 

Bro. Joseph E. Murphy 

Bro. Elvin G. Warfel 

Bro. J. Robert Taylor 

Bro. Guy T. Matthews 

Bro. Carl R. Flohr 

Bro. William A. Wetterau 

Committee on M asonic 
Temples, Halls and Lodge 
Rooms 
Bro. Carl R. Flohr, Chainnan 

Bro. Eugene G. Painter 

Bro. Harry E. Mueller, Jr. 

Bro. Elliott D. Buffard 

Bro. Donald W. Jenkins 

Bro. P. Thomas Feeser 

Committee on Publications 
Bro. J. Russell Mann, Chairman 

Bro. Arthur W. Buzzard 

Bro. Clarence Heffendrager, Jr. 

Committee on Appeals 
Bro. Robert D. Hanson, Esq., Chai1man 

Bro. Richard B. Wickersham, Esq. 

Bro. Theodore K. Warner, Jr., Esq. 

Bro. Hugh A. Jones, Esq. 

Bro. Jay H. Feldstein, Esq. 

Trustees of the Joseph W. 
Murray Fund 
Bro. John L. McCain, 
R.W. Past Grand Master, Chairman 

Bro. Jmnes M. Davis, Sr. 

Bro. Edward J. Appelgren 

Bro. Haniss A. Butler, ill 

Bro. David Jacobs 

Bro. Herbert G. Schectman 

Committee on Temple 
Bro. Carl D. Homan, Chainnan 

Bro. George H. Hohenshildt, 
R.W. Past Grand Master 

Bro. Chw·les A. Blackman 

Bro, William F. Lotz, ill 
Bro. Richard L. McCall 

Bro. Leonard A. Juliani, Jr. 

Bro. Arthur W. Buzzard 

Committee on The 
Pennsylvania Freemason 
Bro. Blaine F. Fabian, Chai.Jmm1 

Bro. Paul D. Fisher 

Bro. Fred D. Rissinger 

Bro. Luther J. Black 

Ms. Glenys A. Waldman 

Security Committee 
Bro. Stanley A. Kolmetzky, Chairman 

Bro. William A. Klosz 

Bro. Walter Junkins 

Bro. Lewis Rauhecker 

Guest Committee 
Bro. George R. Reeder, Chaim1an 

Bro. William L. Carey 

Bro. George E. Boyer 

Bro. William E. Riley 

Bro. Robert L. Plata 

Bro. John C. Price 

Bro. William C. McCracken 

Bro. J. Walter Price 



"Inspiration" Key Word In Winning 
Presentation and True Life Story 
There are two inspirational stories 
related to one event. Bro. Stephen 
R. Vanucci presented one story dur
ing the Grand Lodge Quarterly 
Communication on December 6. It 
was the story he created to win the 
Pennsylvania Masonic Education 
Committee's statewide competition . 
The other story relates his inspira
tion to join Freemasonry. 

For his winning story, he utilized 
slides made from the cover of the 
Friend to Friend brochure. He 
"introduced" each of the famous 
Brothers on the cover and shared 
what he imagined to have been 
each one's feelings regarding 
Freemasonry. He concluded with 
the inspirational message that each 
one portrayed had not planned to be 
famous. However, through his work 
and dedication to the principles of 
Freemasonry, each achieved fame 
and impacted positively, not only on 
the Fraternity, but also on the soci
ety in which each lived. 

Now, his real-life story: Eight years 
ago, Stephen Vanucc i was newly 
employed by the Penn s ylvani a 
Department of Education to be 
Regional Coordinator for the 
Student As sis tance Program. His 
first day on the job, h e was in 
Elizabethtown to observe a week
long training session for 150 educa
tors. The lead trainer had resigned 
and, suddenly, Vanucci was e nlist-

ed, without training, to 
lead the session. 

That evening, he walked outside of 
Patton Hall and stood in a light rain 
before Carpenter Chapel anticipat
ing with fear and anxiety the task 
before him. Suddenly the lights 
behind the Carpenter Chapel stained 
glass window came on and the 
Chapel chimes began to play 
"Amazing Grace." He says that faith 
replaced fear and a sense of calm 
overcame the anxiety - that tears 
blended with the light rain, and he 
knew that God had led him to this 
task and would provide the strength 
and guidance necessary for him to 
perform. · 

That experience and the personal 
associations he found in the pro
gram at the Patton Campus were 
profound and caused Stephen 
Vanucci to inquire into becoming a 
Freemason. 

Bro. Vanucci returned to Elizabeth
town many times after that to pro
vide training for the Student 
Ass istance Program, eventually 
training 179 school districts in a pro
gram funded by Pennsylvania 
Masons through The Pe nnsylvania 
Masonic Foundation for the 
Prevention of Drug and Alcohol 
Abuse Among Children. 

Past DDGM Honored for 50 Years 
Prior to the November 3 Annual 

Banquet of Stichter Lodge No . 

254 , Pottstown , the re was a 

Specia l Meeting of the Lodge 

during which R. W. Grand Master 

George H. Hohenshildt (center) 

presented the Fifty Year emblem 

of Gold to Bro. George E. Boyer (right), Past District Deputy Grand Master of 

the 40th Masonic District and Past Master of the Lodge. Second from right is 

R. W. Deputy Grand Master Edward 0. Weisser and at left are Bro. Charles E. 

Bast, the Worshipful Master of Stichter Lodge, and Bro. Roland H. Schock, the 

present District Deputy Grand Master. 
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Winners Selected in 
1995 Lodge Program 
Competition 

The winners of the 1995 Lodge Pro
gram Competition in the seven 
Masonic Regions of the state pre
sented their programs at the 10th 
Annual Masonic Education 
Conference on October 13 and 14 at 
the Patton Campus, Masonic 
Homes, Elizabethtown. The state 
winner of the written program com
petition, selected by the conference 
participants, was Bro. Stephen R. 
Vanucci, Sunset Lodge No. 623, 
District 29, Region 4. The state win
ner of the media competition was 
Bro. Bryan C. Wineberg, John W. 
Jenks Lodge No. 534, District 39, 
Region 3. 

The regional winners were: 

Region 1: 
Bro. James A. Ray, Hiram Lodge 
No. 87, District "E." 

Region 2: 
Bro. John W. W. Loose; participants in 
the winning program, Bros. Robe1t 
Beitzel, P.M.; Richard Brocco, P.M.; 
Bemard D01melly, P.M.; Nathaniel 
Gilchrist, S.W. Lodge No. 43, 
l st District. 

Region 3: 
Bro. Richard J. Ingham; Bryan C. 
Wineberg (Media), John W. Jenks 
Lodge No. 534, 39th District. 

Region 4: 
Bro. Thomas A. Cooper (Media); 
participants, Bros. Jerry J. Strennan, 
William J. Bryan, Jr., P.M., Hemy M. 
Phillips Lodge No. 337, 31st District; 
Stephen R. Vanucci, Sunset Lodge 
No. 623, 29th District. 

Region 5: 
Bro. William L. Slocum, Stillwater 
Lodge No. 547, 56th District. 

Region 6: 
Bro. Richard L. Mix, Lodge No. 106, 
18th District. 

Region 7: 
Bro. Gary A. O'Neal, Knapp Lodge 
No. 462, 35th District. 

The Future of Masonry ... 
Together we can grow 

Adapted from paper by Daniel E. H oulahan, Director of Marketing for DeM olay I nlernalional 

The Order of DeMolay is 
in a real position to help 
secure the future of all orga
nizations within Masonry. 

Why? Because DeMolay 
members know Masons. They 

look up to them. They appreciate the time 
Masons spend with them and they are 
already familiar with much of the nomen
clature, symbols, philanthropies, morals 
and values of the Craft. 

DeMolays usually meet in Masonic 
buildings. Often they are involved in, or 
working for, one or more Masonic plllian
thropies. Many DeMolays have Masonic 
employers for after-school jobs. In some 
cases, the Masons who serve as DeMolay 
advisors are the only consistent and reli
able male role models these young men 
have in their lives. 

Even though only 1 out of every 1,000 
young men in the United States age 12 to 
21 years becomes a DeMolay, many of 
the nation's leaders in local business, reli
gion, and politics were DeMolays in their 
teens. These men remember that their 
DeMolay experience was made possible 
by Masons. And they are the most likely, 
at some time in their lives, to join a 
Masonic Lodge. 

25 Masons Visit 
DeMolay Chapter 
Twenty-five Masons from six of the 
ten Lodges in the 31st Masonic 
District visite d Fa yette Chapter of 
the Order of DeMolay in Uniontown 
in October. During the Chapter 
meeting, one of the DeMolay mem
bers presented the De Molay 
"Ceremony of Light" and another 
gave a prese ntation on the "Pledge 
of Allegiance and the American 
Flag." Several visiting DeMo lay 
members of Templar Chapter in 
Dravosburg as s isted Faye tte 
Chapter. Bro. John Hisiro, District 
Deputy Grand Master, said that it 
was a most enjoyable, enlightening 
evening for both the Masons and 
the DeMolay m embers. 

In advertising and public relations it is 
often said that "product knowledge and 
awareness is everything." This is also true 
when we speak of the future of Masonry. 
DeMolay members are taught Masonic 
values through a unique ritual of the ir 
own. Their curiosity leads them to learn 
who the Masons are and to know what 
Freemasomy stands for. 

Do you want to know what young peo
ple think about Freemasonry? Compare 
these opinions expressed by non-members 
and members of DeMolay, gathered from 
a DeMolay directed 1995 Gallup 
Organization Survey: 

Of the non-DeMolay group of young 
men surveyed, only seventeen percent 
(17%) had ever heard of Masonry or the 
Masons. 

The 17% of the non-DeMolay young 
men surveyed , who had heard of 
Masomy, were then asked for their opin
ion ofMasomy or the Masons. 

Of those, only seventeen percent had a 
completely positive opinion about the 
Craft. 

Thirty-eight percent said they had a 
somewhat positive opinion of Masomy. 

Boy Scouts of America 
85 Years Young 
The Boy Scouts of America continue 
their year-long cele bration, of 85 years 
of service to youth, and you are invit
ed to see a very special- unique
exhibit of Lord Baden-Powe ll's Boy 
Scout Memorabilia in The Masonic 
Library and Museum of Pennsylvania 
in the Masonic Temple, Philadelphia. 

Lord Baden-Powell was the founder of 
the Boy Scout move ment in England. 
Although not a Mason, the principles 
he set forth are much like those of 
Freemasonry. The e xhibit was con 
ce ived by Philadelphia schoolteacher 
and Boy Scout leader Donald E. Ross 
and arranged by a guest curator, Bro. 
Ge orge B. Thompson, Ma s onic 
Education Chairman of Olivet-Oriental 
Lodge No. 385. The exhibit is on view 
for the first part of 1996. 
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Forty-four percent said their opinions 
ranged from not having one, to somewhat 
negative, to completely negative. 

Conversely, "Almost all DeMolay 
members said they were fan1iliar with the 
Masons." 

" Nearly all members (94%) said they 
were aware that the Masons (or groups of 
Masons) sponsor their DeMolay Chapters 
and that the dedicated men who make up 
the ir Advisory Councils are mostly 
Masons." 

"When asked about their opinion of the 
Masonic fraternity, 95% of the DeMolay 
members, said their opinion of Masomy 
was positive to completely positive." 

DeMolay members already know about 
Masomy. They have good opinions of 
Masomy. Many DeMolay members join 
Masonry in later life. Freemasomy's sup
port of DeMolay today is a guaranteed 
investment to produce more Masons 
tomorrow! 

Just as DeMolay can help secure the 
future of Masonry, Masomy can help firm 
up the foundation of today's DeMolay,
the next generation of Masons. By collec
tively working on membership, together 
we can grow! 

Programs Available 
The Pennsylvania Youth 
Foundation can provide s peak
ers, films, s lide presentations, 
workshops, adult leade r train
ing and programs for Lodge 
meetings , Wardens' seminars 
and public gatherings. Presen
tations are available on a vari
ety of subjects, including 
Rainbow, DeMolay, Job's 
Daughters, the PYF Educational 
Endowment Fund, and 
Freemasonry's commitment to 
youth. Additionally, arrange
ments can be made for exem
plification of ritual work per
formed by the youth groups. 
For information about the 
Masonic-related youth groups, 
th e Masonic Conference 
Center, or programs available, 
contact Bro. Thoma s R. 
Labagh, Director. 



Four Lodges in Williamsport 
Sponsor Successful Blood Drive 
Four lodges in 
Williamsport 
sponsored a 
Red Cross 
Bloodmobile 
donation day at 
the Fi rst Baptist 
Church, w hen 86 
pints of blood 
were collected
six more than 
the goal set for 
the day. One 
Mason, Bro. 
Bruce L. Frimyer, 
is shown becom
ing a ten-gallon 
donor that day; 
but still has a 
way to go to catch 
up to Bro. Robert 0. Fries, (stand
ing right) an 18-gallon contributor, 
and Bro. Robert L. Miller, (center) 
a 16-gallon donor. 

The Wi II i a m sport lodg es th at 
sponsored the Bloodmobile were 
Lodge No. 106, Ivy Lodge No. 397, 
Joh n F. Laedle in Lodge No. 707, 
and Dietr i ck Lamade Lodge No. 
755. To sponsor the Bloodmobile, 

Visit to a Centenarian 

{Photo courtesy of Sun-Gazette, Williamsport) 

the lodges solicited donors, paid 
for newspaper advertising, provid
ed refreshments for donors and 
supplied manpower to unload and 
reload the equipment. The pastor 
of the First Baptist Church is Bro. 
and Rev. Allen H. Goss, a Grand 
Lodge Chaplain. 

Eight Brethren from Howell Lodge No. 405, Honey Brook, traveled in 
cars to visit their M asonic Brother Rodney George Clingaman (center in 
photo), who was 100 years old o n August 30. He noted that their travel 
was far different from the way he traveled to Lodge 78 years ago to 
become a Mason. In 1917, the principal mode of travel in Chester 
County was horse and· 
buggy. Bro. Ru sse ll W. 
Baker, D.D.G.M. (left), Fifth 
Masonic Di strict and 
Howell Lodge Worshipful 
Master Phillip B. DeMarra 
(rig ht) pres ented Bro. 
Clingaman with a letter of 
100th birthday congratula
tions from R.W.G.M. 
George H. Hoh enshildt and 
a M asonic Service 
Certificate recognizing his 
78 years of good Masonic 
standing. 
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Why I Joined 
Masonry! 

:, 

Fallowing are excerpts j i·om a talk given at 
Past Masters' Night of Sunset Lodge No. 
623, Washington, PA , by Bro. William R. 
Smith, Chaplain. 

When I became interested in . .. 
the Masonic Fraternity, I was not 
quite sure what to expect. So I did 
a little research ... . 

I found that 14 of our nation 's 
presidents were Masons (as were) 
many of the world 's top industri
alists ... astronauts, athletes, doc
to r s, I a w y e r s , e n t e rt a i n e r s a n d 
clergymen. I saw teachers, sales
men, laborers, police officers -
all Masons ... gathered together 
in brotherhood. 

I discovered that Masonic organi
zations (give) literally millions of 
dollars per year (which are) 
donated to charitable causes . 

Most important, all Freemasons 
have a firm belief in one God. 
When put together, these three 
distinct Ma so ni c character isti cs 
- brotherhood, philanthropy and 
belief in one God - it is easy to 
see why anyone would want to 
belong to this Fraternity. 

I now ca ll m en "Brother" whom I 
used to ca ll "sir," or " mister." 
When a man comes to me as a 
Master Mason . .. it (is) a m otiva
tion, (because) it is our Masonic 
leaders of the past who paved the 
way for a man of my youth hope
fully to become a leader in the 
future. 

It is truly a great privilege ... to be 
a Mason, for a man with a Brother 
- or better yet, Brethren - i s 
never a lone. From the Book of 
Psa lm s 133:3 comes this verse: 
"Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity! " .. . The fri end
s hips I hav e formed with my 
Brethren through Deg ree Work, 
co n ve rsat ion in Lodg e or 
(Fraternal) recreation are extrem e
ly valuable to me .... I am truly 
thankful. 

Lodge Repairs Emergency Radio 
Equipment for Town Watch 
Officers of the year-old Fox Chase Town Watch came to 
dinner in the Grand Banquet Hall of the Masonic Temple 
in Philadelphia to say, "thank you" to St. Alban-Swain 
Lodge No. 529 and the Grand Lodge of Pennsy lvania for 
their donation of much- needed emergency radio equip
ment. After dinner, the Town Watch officers were 
escorted to Renaissance Hall where they met members 
and presented a plaque which reads: "Presented to St. 
Alban-Swain Lodge in recognition of your generous con
tribution to the Fox Chase Town Watch ." 

Follow ing the tragic death of Eddy Polec, the neighbor
hood boy who had been attacked by a marauding band 
of teenagers, the Fox Chase Town Watch was quickly 
created. Because of the lack of radio equipment, the 
new community group borrowed portable units from 
nearby Bustletown-Bow ler To w n Watch, which also 
allowed the use of their base station and communica
tions facilities. 

A plaque in appreciation for its collfribwion to restore emergency radio 
equipment is presented to St. A/ban-Swain Lodge No. 529 by the Fox Chase 
Town Watch officers. Shown (lef t to right) are: Bro . .1. Richard Kiefer, Jr. , 
Chairman ofTrustees of the Permanent Charities Fund of the Lodge; Charles 
Heintzelman , Town Watch Vice President; Joseph Kurtz, Town Watch 
President; Bro. Paul A. Kreji, W.M. ; Patricia Kelly, Town Watch SecretC/Iy; 
Peggy Van Bell, Town Watch Treasurer; and Bro. Martin .!. Grochowski, 
P.M. , Chairman of the Lodge Committee on Charity. 

Through fortuitous circumstances, Bro. Daniel J. Hinds, 
Superintendent of the Masonic Temple, became aware 
of the Fox Chase need at the same time that the Grand 
Lodge was acquiring a new rad io system for the Masonic 
Temple guards and maintenance staff. The Fox Chase 
Town Watch was welcome to have the retired system as 
a gift. It was to be restored if funds could be found for 
repair. St. Alban -Swain Lodge learned of the situation 
and promptly donated $2,000 from the Permanent 
Charity Fund of the Lodge. 

This is a story of charity that illustrates what can come 
about when citizens and community-conscious organiza
tions work together. The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, 
St. Alban-Swain Lodge, Fox Chase Town Watch volun
teers, the supporting people of Fox Chase, and the 
Philadelphia police are all part of the team effort that is 
making a safer community. 
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Lodge Gift Shows Concern 
for Family 
Fidelity Lodge No. 
655, Wilkes-Barre, has 
been giving its mem
bers, friends and 
neighbors a 3%" x 
6"vinyl-coated mag
netic strip for emer
gency phone numbers 
that can be posted on 
a refrigerator or other 
metal object as a 
potential life-saving 
memento for their 
homes. Above the 
emergency list is the 
inscription, "Friend 
to Friend, Ask a 
Mason about Free 
masonry." The first 

FIDELITY c"- J! ~ 
N0.655 ~ 

LODGE 
F&AM 

FRIEND TO FRIEND 
ASK A MASON ABOUT FREEMASONRY 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 
Police: _____ __ _ 
Fire: _ _ _____ _ 
Doctor:. ___ _ ___ _ 

Hospital: - --- ---
Ambulance: _ _ _ __ _ 
Poison Ctrl.: _ ___ _ _ 

Relative: - - - - ---
Neighbor: _ ____ _ _ 
Other: _ _ _____ _ 

(Ball Point Pen Rccommtnded) 

distribution of the useful gift was the Lodge's 
second annual Friend to Friend Golf 
Tournament in the Fall. 

Halloween Haunted Hay Ride 
Tamaqua Lodge No. 238 in the 45th Masonic 
District took families of the community 
on haunted hayrides - three trips 
before it rained on Fr iday 
evening, October 27, and many 
more on Saturday. Ladies of 
The Eastern Star served cookies 
and cupcakes; members provided 
other snacks, and the Grier Dairy 
contributed iced tea . 

Grand Master to Recognize 
Increased Lodge Attendance 
Increasing attendance at Meetings indicates a 
growing vitality of the Lodge. Accordingly, the 
R.W. Grand Master Edward 0. Weisser will recog
nize those Lodges who show outstanding increases 
in their attendance. Plaques w ill be awarded to 
those Lodges in the seven Masonic Regions of 
Pennsylvania who achieve the greatest percentage 
of increase in attendance for their sizes. There will 
be six classifications of sizes for awards: Up to 149 
Members; 150-224 M embers; 225-324 Members; 
325-499 Members; 500-699 Members, and 700 or 
more Members. 
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Collectible Nutcracker 
Newly Installed R.W. 
Grand M aster Edward 0 . 
Weisser head lined th e 
installation celebration, the 
" High Hat Gala," and fea
tured the specially designed 
nutcracker in the garb of a 
Worshipful Master as the 
decorative centerpiece for 
each table at the dinner. 

According to Gem1an folk
l ore, nutcracker s were 
given as keepsakes to bring 
good luck to the family and 
protect the home. This col
lector's item wears the for
mal attire of a Worshipful 
Master in full regal ia. He is 
intended to celebrate the 
virtues of Freemasonry and 
underscore the attributes of 

Lodge Supports Explorer Post 

Bro. Joseph W. Capone, P.M., from Philadelphia-Potter Lodge No. 72 (third from right) is seen 
presenting a check to Miss Miriam Lopez, President of the D.E.A. Law Enforcement Explorer 
Troop stationed in Philadelphia. Brother Capone is a Philadelphia Police Detective and one of the 
moderators of this Explorer troop. Philadelphia-Potter Lodge is the main sponsor for this 
Explorer group. Also seen in picture are from left to right: Special Agent Jerry Turner, Special 
Agent James Farnsworth , Ms. Ellen Will iams, Coordinator of Explorer groups for the Boy Scouts 
of America and Special Agent Bro. Hemy Vinson, moderator and a Prince Hall Mason. 

Eighth Friend to Friend 
Throat Medallion Awarded 
Prior to concluding his term as R.W_ Grand Master during 
the Annual Grand Communication on December 27, Bro. 
George H. Hohe nshildt presented t he most recent 
Outstanding Achievement Throat Medallion Award of the 
Friend to Friend Program. The award is presented to 
those Brethren who are fi rst-line signers of the petitions 
of 12 or more initiates. 

The eighth award was presented in Grand Lodge to Bro. 
David R. Allman of Crescent Lodge No. 576, Pittsburgh. 
Bro. Allman, w ho has been a Mason since 1983, served 
as Worshipful M aster of his Lodge this past year. 

Several weeks ea rlier, the Grand Master had presented 
Throat Meda llion Awards to: 

Bro. James A O'Connor, State College Lodge No. 700, a 
Mason since 1988 and was serving his Lodge as Junio r 
Warden w hen he received the award; Bro. Francis D. 
Schneider, Avalon Lodge No. 657, Bellevue, a Mason for 
seven years; and Bro. John Verelst, Centennial Lodge No. 
544, Carnegie, a Mason for two years. 

leadership as personified by the Master of the Lodge. 
In the Spring, the Grand Master had presented Throat 
Meda llion awards to Bro. Robert P., Panosetti, Sr., Barger 
Lodge No. 325, Stro udsburg, and Bro. William A Bailey, 
Sr., Christiana Lodge No. 417. 

This symbol was created by Steinbach Collectibles in 
Hohenhameln in the northern region of Gem1any. Each 
collectible is hand-crafted and hand-painted by skilled arti
sans. While the supply of the limited edition lasts, they are 
available for purchase in the gift shop of The Masonjc 
L ibrary and Museum of Pennsylvania in the Masonjc 
Temple, Philadelphia. 

18 

The first Outstanding Achievement Throat Medallion was 
presented in 1994 to Bro. Peter Spzak, Reading Lodge No. 
549, who became a Mason in 1993 and was serving his 
Lodge as Senior Master of Ceremonies at the time. 

Freemasonry is Primary • • • 
By Bro_ Thomas W Jackson 
R. W Grand Secretary 

My Brothers: 
In recent years I have become more of 
a student of Freemasonry than I was 
in the past, and, although I still hesi
tate to think of myse lf as a Masonic 
scholar, there are those who tend to 
put me into that category. Whether I 
have become a student or a scholar of 
the Craft is not as significant as is my 
recognition of the great dearth of 
Masonic students and scholars in pre
sent-day Freemasonry as compared 
w ith the past. I doubt whether any 
would deny that one of the greatest 
problems facing Freemasonry today is 
the lack of knowledge of what it truly 
is, and this includes both the Mason 
as well as the non-Mason. We simply 
have far too great a percentage of our 
Membership unwilling to make the 
effo rt to under-

from the vat of wine and sat down in a 
chair to relax. When he tasted the 
wine, however, it tasted like wat er. 
Thinking that something must be 
wrong, he took a second glass, but it 
also tasted like water, and sadly the 
truth was revea led. 

Each one of his patients felt that he 
had too little for his own use and that 
he could not afford to contribute to the 
doctor. Each reasoned that since so 
many others were giving, his small 
contribution would not be missed. 

How sad, and yet how true, that this 
analogy can also be applied to our 
Fraternity today. So many feel that 
their little contribution will not be 
missed, and as a result Freemasonry, 

like the old doc

stand the true phi
losophy and 
meanin g of our 
Fraternity . 

A sto ry is told of 
an old French doc
tor w ho devoted 
his life t o his 

"The more familiar I become 
with this organization, the 
more impressed I become with 
the magnitude of the impact 
that it has made on the world 
as we know it today." 

tor, who m eant 
so much to so 
m any, expe ri 
ences the disap
pointment_ 

The more famil
ia r I become 
with t his organi-

patients giving much of himself and 
requiring little in return. If they could 
not afford to pay, he made no charge. 
When the day approached that the old 
doctor could no longer continue in his 
profession, his patients wanted to give 
something to the o ld man in return for 
the devotion and unselfish contribu
tions he made to their lives. However, 
they were too poor to g ive the o ld 
doctor the type of recognit ion which 
they felt he deserved. Each, however, 
produced w ine for his own use. They 
decided that each would make a con
tribution of one pitcher of wine and 
they would present the doctor with a 
barrel of wine from which he could 
draw as he relaxed following retire
ment. 

When the inevitable day came and the 
speeches of recogn ition and gratitude 
were co mpleted, the o ld doctor 
accepted the win e from those he 
se rved so long and so w ell, and he 
ret urned to his home. He drew a glass 

zation, the more 
impressed I become with the magni
tude of the impact that it has made on 
the world as we know it today. There 
can be no d oubt that without 
Freemasonry the civilized world, in its 
present form, probably would not 
exist. But, we are tending to become 
a passive Fraternity as non-involve
ment becomes more of a part of our 
lives. Each of us probably takes great 
p rid e in being able to point to so 
many great men who have been part 
of Freemasonry, yet this tendency to 
point to the great men has led us to 
ignore the greatness of the Craft. It is 
the greatness of the Organization with 
its phi losophies and precepts which 
attracted the great men to begin with, 
and w hich made the world what it is 
today. Freemasonry is primary; mem
bership is secondary. Without the 
greatness of the Craft, its composit ion 
would have been irrelevant. Yet at the 
same t ime, it was t he contribution of 
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the membership which made the phi
losophy of the Craft work. 

We should never cease to be proud of 
our past; but we can ill-afford to dwell 
upon it, if it causes us to lose sight of 
the present. Every single contribution, 
regardless of how small, is a contribu
tion to the perpetuation of an ideal -
perhaps the greatest ideal - that the 
mind of man has conceived. In an age 
which continues to see the world's 
major conflicts taking place in the 
name of God and religion, the philoso
phy of toleration is still as desperately 
needed as it was in the past. We find 
no organization today espousing a 
similar philosophy. We can continue 
to express our lovely platitudes and 
make no contributio n; or we can be 
what we say we are, and practice what 
we preach. 

Th ere can be little doubt, however, 
that if we continue to f ail to know 
what we are, we will continue to fail to 
be w hat we were. Probably the great
est challenge facing M asonic leader
ship today is the education of the 
membership of the true meaning of 
Freemasonry. Pennsylvania has been 
extreme ly fortunate in the fi eld of 
Masonic education. We have had, and 
continue to have, one of the greatest 
Masonic education programs in oper
ation in any Grand Lodge in the world. 
But, as has been said many t imes, you 
ca nnot run 20,000 volts through a 
non-conductor and, unfortunately, too 
many of our members today have 
become non-conductors by choice. If 
we don't understand the Craft, how 
can we ever hope for those outside to 
understand us. 

If we continue to think that o ur little 
contribution will not be missed, then 
like the old doctor, an organization 
which has greatly impacted this world 
for close to 300 years during the evo
lution of c iv ili zation is like him -
doom ed to be disappointed. Think 
about it, my Brothers. Your contribu
t ion, no matter h ow small , i s 
significant. 


