
-Rwe Tips for Year-End Giving 
Most people do their major giving toward the end of the year 
because closing of the tax season encourages itemizers to obtain 

income tax deductions; a barrage of earnest appeals by nonprofit organi­
zations increases awareness of financial need, and many people are pre­
disposed to end the year by making a charitable gift. 

Calculate Get a handle on your tax liability for the year. Did your 

Your 
Income 

earned income increase? Did you sell any appreciated 
assets? Will you owe more taxes? That may motivate you 
to increase giving before December 31. You may even 

want to move some of your giving from next year to create a larger 
income tax deduction this year. Non-itemizers may find the "grouping of 
gifts" useful to take advantage of an itemized tax return every other year. 

By the time you fill out your income tax return, it will be too late to make 
charitable gifts for the previous year. Do some planning while you still 
have the opportunity to make a year-end gift. 

Review Look at the stocks you have held for more than a year. Which 

Your 
Stocks 

ones have appreciated the most? It may be prudent to make 
your year-end gift using one or more of these. If you sell the 
stock, you incur capital gains tax on the appreciation. 

However, if you give the stock to the Masonic Homes to sell it, no one 
pays tax. And you get a charitable income tax deduction for the full 
amount of the stock, just as you would if your gift were cash. If you can't 
use all of the charitable income tax deduction resulting from the gift, you 
can carry it forward for up to an additional five years. Such gifts are 
deductible up to 30 percent of your adjusted gross income. 

Consider a 
Life­
Income 

Masonic Homes offers a variety of life-income plans. You 
can make a gift now, obtain tax benefits and receive 
income for the rest of your life. The Development Office 
has personalized illustrations and printed materials to 

assist you and your advisors. 

THE GRAND LODGE F.&A.M. 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 
Masonic Homes 
One Masonic Drive 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022-2199 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to above. 

Second Class 
POSTAGE PAID 

Lancaster, PA 17604-9998 
and Additional Offices 

Please include complete imprint of address on your postal return dipping 

Do Your This is especially true to make a gift of noncash 
GMng assets (stock, real estate, etc.). It also applies to 
Early life-income gifts (gift annuities, pooled income 

fund contributions, trust arrangements, etc.). 
Your professional advisors and the Development staff at the 
Masonic Homes are busy as the year winds down. The soon­
er you can get your gift activity going, the better it will be for 
everyone concerned. 

Talk Before making any significant gift to Masonic 
To Your Homes, or to any other nonprofit organization 
AdVisor have your CPA, attorney or other advisor help 

you to understand the impact of your gift on your 
income tax return or estate. The Masonic Homes want your 
giving to be not only generous and joyful, but also with max­
imum benefit to you. 

For more information about the year-end giving opportuni­
ties at the Masonic Homes, contact the Development Office 
at (717) 367-1121 ext. 33311 or 1-800-599-6454. Or com­
plete and mail the coupon below. We are here to help you in 
any way we can. 

r------------------------------------------
1 

: (Please complete and return this coupon} 
I 

: 0 Please send me information about year-end giving 

Gifts of Appreciated Property: 
I 

: 0 
I 
I 

'I 
I 
I 

A Way to Reduce Taxes 

0 Use Your Will Power 

0 Charitable Remainder Trusts-
Income Reducing Gifts 

0 How you Benefit by Giving Life Insurance 

0 How you Benefit from a Pooled Income Fund 

0 Increase Your Income With a Unitrust 

0 Financial and Estate Planning for Women 

0 Charitable Lead Trust: 
Pass Assets to Family Tax Free 

*0 I have provided for Masonic Homes in my will or 
other estate-planning document. 

This is a wonderful way to use some of your assets to help 
not only yourself, but also to provide needed resources for 
the Masonic Homes in the years ahead. 

Name: 

Address: 

City: ____________________________ _ 

State: _ _______ Zip: 

Phone: _______________ ___ 

MAIL COMPLETED FORM TO: 

DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 
Fred D. Rissinger, Director of Development 
Masonic Homes 
One Masonic Drive 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
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The Grand Master Speaks ••• 

"I ha\le observed that 
Pennsyhlania Masons care." 

Brethren: 
As we near the end of my first year as your Grand Master, I 
want to give you some observations that I have made con­
cerning our Fraternity. Many Freemasons cherish the pres­
tige of being a Freemason by paying their dues, wearing the 
square and compasses with the letter "G" on their finger, 
lapel or tie bar, and by contributing to the charitable works of 
the Fraternity. 

We also need to declare what each one of us can do to con­
tinue the existence of this prestigious Fraternity. All of us can 
assist in this duty by remembering that happiness and pros­
perity are predicated on loving others; by showing compas­
sion in time of need; by stretching out our hand to those who 
just need a lift in spirit; or by sharing a kind word when 
everything seems hopeless. We must recognize that the lift 
we give someone not only lifts them to a higher level, but it 
also lifts ourselves because we have become the lifter. It is 
never too late to begin to show compassion. Don't let the past 
get in your way; but use the past to enhance the present and 
the future. My observations show me that Pennsylvania 
Masons have compassion. 

Many members of our Fraternity, during my tenure as Grand 
Master, have addressed questions and concerns with me 
about Freemasonry, especially about Prince Hall Freemasonry. 
They have given me suggestions about the Grand Lodge of 
Pennsylvania and its future with Prince Hall Freemasonry. 
My reply to these recommendations is that the members of 

Ke~p in tune with what's going on in your 

Fraternity. Listen to the R.W. Grand Master's 

weekly telephone update on activities and 

issues about Masonry in Pennsylvania. 

CALL TOLL-FREE 
ANY TIME 

1 -888-440-1 500 
The Grand Master records a new message 

at the end of each week. 
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every Masonic body love the Craft with honor and enjoy the 
highest standing that all Freemasons throughout the world 
should personify. 

Pennsylvania Masons have in the past, and currently do, rec­
ognize properly constituted and warranted Grand Lodges in 
Japan, Russia, Africa, South America, and on every continent 
throughout the world. I am quite sure that we will continue 
to recognize new lodges as they develop worldwide. 

The officers of Prince Hall Freemasons in Pennsylvania have 
met with our Landmarks Committee, and have asked our 
Grand Lodge to support their efforts with the Grand Lodge of 
England to secure a proper warrant that could, and should, be 
recognized throughout the entire world as a properly war­
ranted lodge. We have granted this request by sending a let­
ter to the Grand Lodge of England stating that the Grand 
Lodge of Pennsylvania has no objection to the Prince Hall 
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania receiving a warrant from 
England, just as we have never objected to any other worthy 
country receiving a warrant from the Mother Grand Lodge. 

On my weekly telephone message, I wiU continue to update 
you on all information I receive about this subject, or on any 
other subject affecting Freemasonry in Pennsylvania. Please 
use the toU-free number ( 1-888-440-1500) to receive current 
information. I truly believe that an informed Fraternity is 
vital to our future and our decisions as Masons. 

Speculative Masons have a history extending nearly 280 
years and have enjoyed continued success with peaks and val­
leys in acceptance and membership. You and I cannot change 
yesterday; nor should we accept the decisions made as our 
own. Decisions take our Fraternity and move it forward with 
a deliberate emphasis on its teaching for the present and the 
future generations belong to us. 

We must remember that the only time we can fail our feUow 
Masons is the time we quit emphasizing the importance of its 
morally correct purposes. We must aU remember that the dif­
ference between what I am and what I do as a Freemason is 
up to me. 

I have observed that Pennsylvania Masons care. 

Sincerely and fraternally, 

Edward 0. Weisser 
R.W. Grand Master 

THE COVER 
As R.W. Grand Master Edward 0. Weisser observes, 

"Pennsylvania Masons Care." The cover of this issue of 
The Pennsylvania Freemason reflects the family of Freemasonry 
sharing services, friendship, and brotherly love. 

Grand Master Hugs a Veteran 
On the traditional Memorial 
Day, May 30, R.W. Grand 
Master Edward 0. Weisser and 
other Grand Lodge officers visit­
ed the Coatesville Veterans' 
Hospital. In the group picture 
(I to r): Grand Master Weisser is 
shaking hands with Bro. Edward 
W. Rozel, Warrant Officer, U.S. 
Navy; R.W. Grand Treasurer 
Marvin G. Speicher; R.W. 
Junior Grand Warden Marvin 
A. Cunningham, Sr.; Assistant to the Grand Master Anthony J. Garvey; R.W. Grand 
Secretary Thomas W. Jackson is shaking the hand of Bro. Harry Singer, Yeoman 2nd 
Class, U.S. Navy; Grand Tyler G. Richard Mclucas; R.W. Senior Grand Warden 
Robert L. Dluge, Jr.; 5th District Deputy Grand Master Russell W. Baker; and Grand 
Steward James T. Young. 

Upon seeing the Grand 
Master, 99-year-old Bro. 
Singer said emphatically, 
"I stand up for the Grand 
Master! Get me up!" A 
nurse sprang into action 
a nd Bro. Singer found him­
self proudly embraced by 
an exuberant Gra nd 
Master. Looking on are 
Grand Treasurer Speicher 
and Junior Grand Warden 
Cunningham. Partially 
hidden is Grand Secretary 
Jackson. 

Grand Master Encourages 
Formation of Square Clubs 

R.W. Grand Master Edward 0. Weisser 
said that he would like to see square 
clubs throughout the jurisdiction and 
Grand Lodge can advise members who 
are interested in organizing them. 

Square clubs are made up of Masons 
with an additional common interest who 
take the fraternalism from the lodge to a 
social environment for fellowship and 
service to others. For instance, there 
can be square clubs among workers 
and/or retirees from one company or 
profession, among fire companies, from 
churches and/or denominations, among 
hobbyists, etc. 

Information and advice is available 
through the Office of the Grand Master 
on defining a purpose, creating bylaws, 
setting regular meetings, establishing 
dues, and more. 
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Non-Payment of Dues Suspension is Cause For Fraternal Concern 
"Zero suspensions" is a lofty goal, but 
most of our lodges could attain it if every 
member considered it a personal reason 
and an obligation to become involved 
when he hears that a friend is about to 
be suspended for non-payment of dues. 

R.W. Grand Master Edward 0. Weisser 
said, "Foremost should be a Mason's con-

cern as to why a member has not paid 
his dues and that he might be a friend in 
need." 

A member who is suspended loses 
much. He not only loses the association 
and enlightenment for which he joined 
the Fraternity, but he also sacrifices eligi­
bility for admission to the Masonic 

Homes for himself, his wife, and mother; 
cannot participate in the optional life insur­
ance program; cannot submit applications 
for student loans; loses eligibility to be a 
member of all appendant bodies; and no 
longer can recommend a friend, son, or rel­
ative to become a Mason. 
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Lodge, Community Honor Vet, 101 

Lorenz Lazarus was I 7 in 1912 when he enlisted in the 
Navy for four years. He was 22 when he en listed in the 
Army to serve in France during World War I. He was 61 
when he was made a Mason in Porter Lodge No. 284, 
North Catasauqua; and he will be 10 I on November 9. 
On behaJf of the lodge and the community, the 1Oth 
Masonic D.D.G.M. Stephen Gardner (left), along with 
W.M. David R. Laudenslager (second from right) and S.W. 
Craig A. Geissinger (right), honored Lazarus, presenting 
him with the Distinguished Service Award from the 
Lehigh County Veterans Administration. 

Lafayette and Washington Together in Fayette County 

The Marquis de Lafayette was met at the wharf in Brownsville at 9 
a.m. and went directly to the Masonic Lodge where he was greet­
ed by the Worshipful Master. Two hours later, the Marquis was 
greeted on the steps of the Courthouse in Uniontown by General 
George Washington wearing the "Lafayette Apron. " 

These were not scenes from the late 1700's. They were the begin­
ning of a day-long historical portrayal in Fayette County, 
Pennsylvania, on Basillle Day, July 14, 1996, to honor the 
Frenchman for whom the county is named. 

At Brownsville Lodge No. 60, Worshipful Master Joseph Rode, P.M., 
received Lafayette, portrayed by Bro. Gerard Meyer, Chairman of the 
Fayette County Tourism Advisory Board. Visiting the lodge room, 
the modern-day Lafayette sat in the same chair in which the Marquis 
sat during his visit in 1825. 

On the courthouse steps in Uniontown, Bro. Joseph W. Beggs, Jr., 
portrayed Washington, clad in a replica of the Masonic Apron 
Madame de Lafayette had hand-embroidered as a gift for the 
General. He presented Lafayette with the Key of the Bastille, which 
he explained had been "sent to him in 1790." 

At the Uniontown Public Library at noon, 31st Masonic D.D.G.M. 
John W. Hisiro spoke, noting that Lafayette was made an honorary 
member of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. A portrait of Lafayette 
that usually hangs in The Masonic Library and Museum of 
Pennsylvania in Philadelphia was loaned by the Grand Lodge to the 
Uniontown Library. 

Throughout the day, Lafayette and Washington appeared in several 
functions throughout the area, concluding with a Bastille Day dinner 
and a finale of fireworks. 
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Wanamaker Wreath-Laying 
The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 

participated in the annual wreath­
laying ceremony at the statue of 
the late Bro. John Wanamaker on 
the east side of Philadelphia's City 

Hall to commemorate his birthday on 
July 11. Wanamaker (1838-1922) 

was the Chairman of the 
Committee on Library from 1906 
to 1922. Shown at the statue are 
the Rev. Dr. William A. Zulker, 
author of John Wanamaker, King 
of Merchants, and R.W. Grand 

Secretary Thomas W. Jackson. 

"George Washington" 
{left), the "Marquis de 
Lafayette" (seated), and 
31st D.D.G.M. John W. 
Hislro flank the portrait of 
Lafayette that usually 
hangs In The Masonic 
library and Museum of 
Pennsylvania In Philadel­
phia. It was loaned to the 
Uniontown library by the 
Grand Lodge. 

There are three lodges in Pennsylvania named in honor of Bro. 
Lafayette: No. 194, Selinsgrove; No. 199, Lock Haven; and No. 562, 
Carnegie. Randall Varner, the Worshipful Master of Lafayette Lodge 
No. 194, Selinsgrove, attended the celebration. 

Honoring Lafayette are: Seated (1-r) - Bro. Gerard Meyer portraying Lafayette; 
Congressman Frank R. Mascara, 20th District; Bros. John W. Hlsiro, 31st 
D.D.G.M., and Joseph W. Beggs, Jr., portraying Washington. Standing - Bros. 
Jerry Stillman, Laurel Lodge No. 651, and Joseph Rode, W.M., Brownsville Lodge 
No. 60; State Rep. Lawrence Roberts, 51st District; Bros. Randall Varner; W.M., 
Lafayette Lodge No. 194, Selinsgrove; Matthew Kremtosky, W.M., Fayette Lodge 
No. 228, Uniontown; Jeff Cornell, S.D., and Dan Bryson, Pursulvant, both of 
Laurel Lodge No. 651, Uniontown; and Fayette County Commissioner Sean M. 
Cavanagh. 

.. 

North To Alaska 
PreW.ew Group 

Program Available 
A preview program including video 
and slides of the Grand Lodge "North 
to Alaska" trip with R.W. Grand 
Master Edward 0. Weisser is avail­
able upon request by lodges, appen­
dant bodies, square clubs, etc., and 
friends of the Fraternity. For infor­
mation or to schedule a presentation , 
contact Thomas C. Librandi, 1805 N. 
Union St., Middletown, PA 17057; 
Phone 717-944-9121 (work) or 
71 7-944-9616 (home). To make 
arrangements for the trip to Alaska, 
call toll-free to Vantage Deluxe World 
Travel at 1-800-833-0899. 

3 Rowlands Brothers Raised 
The Master Mason's Degrees were conferred June 26 upon three brothers -
David, Douglas, a nd Jeffrey Rowlands - in Newtown Lodge No. 427, Woodside. 
R.W. G rand Master Edward 0 . Weisser conferred the degree on his son-in-law, 

Jeffrey; P.D.D.G.M. Guy T. Matthews conferred the degree on David; a nd George 
Miller, Principa l of the Tacony School of Instruction, conferred the degree on 
Douglas. Thomas Rowlands, father of the newly ra ised Masons served as Guide, 
and Dr. Elvin G . Warfel, a first-line signer, a s Chaplain. 

Pictured after the conferra l are (1-r): Front - P.M. John Hankinson, David, Thomas, Douglas, 
and Jeffrey Rowlands, George Stockburger, and Grand Master Weisser. Rear - Miller, 
P.D.D.G.M. Matthews, Judge Charles F. Greevy, 8th District D.D.G.M. Thomas R. Eynon, and 
Dr. Warfel. 

R. W. G.M. Edward 0. Weisser and The Grand Lodge of Pennsyl11ania Presents 

CABIN DESCRIPTION CABIN PRICING 
0=0utside Co bin • l=lnside Cobin 1997 Price Vantage Pri<e 
A Deluxe w/ Veranda (OJ 54332 S2698 
B Deluxe w/ Veranda (OJ 4132 2243 
C large Stateroom (OJ 3265 2112 
D large Stateroom (OJ 3185 1853 
E large Stateroom (OJ 3065 1788 
F large Stateroom (OJ 2932 1689 
G large Stateroom (0) 2665 1624 
J large Stateroom (I) 2479 1397 
K large Stateroom (I) 2399 1332 
l large Stateroom Ill 2332 1299 
M large Stateroom (I) 2265 1167 

You Save 
S1634 

1889 
llS3 
1332 
1277 
1243 
1041 
1082 
1067 
1033 
1098 

First Week of August - Trip Open to Masons and Friends 
A 7-Day Cruise Aboard Holland America Line's MS Ryndam (Plus Post-Cruise Options) 

"()~ For Best Cabin Selections! 
\V ~ Save up to $3,778 per Couple 
\"~~ Off Holland America's Published Prices! 

VANTAGE DELUXE WORLD TRAVEL 
TOLL-FREE 1·800-833-0899 

Your Trip to Alaska Will Include: Cabin Grade Selection • All Shipboard Meals, 
Midnight Buffet, Etc. • First-Class Entertainment • Captains Welcome Aboard Party. 

(Air Fare and Selected Options Extra) 

,-E~~~~~~d-~-~v-~h~~kp~v~11~-~~-~h~-6;~~-d-L~d9~-~TP~-~~~vi~~~i~-i~lh-~~~-~~~~-~E4oo-f~;~-~Zh-;~;~;~~~i~~~ii~i~~d-~-i---1 

~:;sit will be made up to May l, 1997 on all cancellations except for l 0%. 1:,: 

ADDRESS: ----- - - --------------------

CilY: ----------------STATE: ____ ZIP: _ _____ • ' 

HOME PHONE:------------BUS. PHONE: -----------

MASONIC AFFiliATION (if any): ---------- -------- ----­
Send To: PENNSYLVANIA GRAND LODGE, c/o Vintage Deluxe World Trovet Il l Cypress St., Brookline, MA 02146 

For Additionol lnformolion, Coli: l -800-833-0899 
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Widows May Join Blood Donor Club 
Free, Without Usual Blood Donation 

Widows of Pennsylvania Masons are 
invited to become members of the 
Masonic Blood Donor Club. The Board of 
Directors passed an amendment to the 
bylaws permitting the widows to join the 
club without the usual donation of a pint 
of blood. Membership is free. 

Widows who now receive The 
Pennsylvania Freemason will become 
members automatically and membership 
cards will be mailed to them in 1997. 
Others should each send her name, 
address, phone number, and late hus­
band's name and his lodge number to the 
Club Secretary, William E. Riley, 2615 
Franklin Ave., Broomall, PA, 19008 
(Phone 610-356-1866). Henceforth, 
lodge secretaries should send the name, 
address, and phone number of a 
deceased member's widow soon after his 
death to the Club Secretary. 

Norman A. Fox, Club President, said, 
"This will allow widows to protect them­
selves in times of need and offer some 
peace of mind for those whom Masons 
need to look after." 

Deceased Past Grand 
Masters Portraits Move 

To provide space for future recognitions, 
the portraits of the deceased Past Grand 
Masters have been moved upstairs along 
the rear staircase, chronologically from the 
third floor down in the Masonic Temple in 
Philadelphia. As the portraits were moved, 
they were refurbished and rehung, except 
the portraits which could not be moved in 
Ionic Hall and along the second floor hall­
way. The portraits of living Past Grand 
Masters will continue to hang in the 
Benjamin Franklin Room. 

Masons from north-central 
Pennsylvania joined in cele­
brating the 125th anniver­
sary of Renovo Lodge No. 
495 on Saturday, July 13, 
with an afternoon parade 
and evening banquet and 
program. Accompanying 
W.M. Chester Pierce (center) 
on the Renovo Lodge float 
are the 33rd Masonic 
D.D.G.M. Ralph H. Besecker 
(left) and S.W. Phil Marks. 
].W. John Pentz was on the 
other side of the sign on the 
float. Elk Lodge No. 379, Ridgway, and George E. Wagner Lodge No. 639, St. Mary's, also 
participated in the parade. The anniversary banquet at a restaurant was followed by 
dessert in the Masonic Hall, concluding with awards and a nostalgic program. 

from Foundation of and 
Aloohol Abuse Among Children during the popular annual Fourth of July cel­
ebration tJiat aHracted thousands to downtown Latrobe. FrienJ fo FrienJ 
brochures also were available to persons interested in knowing more about 
Freemasonry. Dr. Amel H. langford (right), the District Drug and Alcohol 
Chairman, organized the 
effort. Volunteers distrib­
uting the materials are 
(1-r): Richard J. Stemmler, 
D.D.G.M.; P. Arthur Shutt, 
W.M., Loyalhanna Lodge 
No. 275; James L. Ernette, 
R. W. Deputy Grand 
Master; Jack Maple, 
Loyalhanna Lodge; and 
Dr. Langford. 

Barger Cyclists Entertain Youth 
Arriving on their Harley-Davidson motorcycles, members of 
Barger Lodge No. 325, Stroudsburg, entertained the youth 
(shown in the group picture) at the Children's Home at the 
Masonic Homes in Elizabethtown. The cycle-riding Masons did 
face-painting, shared an extensive Civil War memorabilia dis­
play, and provided Harley rides for the children and the staff. 
The group also presented a contribution from Barger Lodge for 
the Children's Home to use to attend a pre-Olympic soccer 
match at R.F.K. Stadium in Washington. 

6 The Pennsylva nia Freemason I November 1996 

Pipe & Drum Unit Confers Degree 
Masons of the Pipe and Drum unit of Erepa Grotto in full 
Highland military uniform conferred the Entered Apprentice 
Mason's Degree upon Robert Paul Youngs in Lawrence Lodge 
No. 708, Erie. The 24th D.D.G.M. J. Robert Taylor, confirmed 
the dispensation for the special attire and that prior to confer­
ring the degree, the team verified their proficiency for the 
Principal of the School of Instruction. 

Pa rticipants in the conferral and the stations or places they served a re 
(1-r): Front- Thomas Kalinowski, Perry Lodge No. 392, Erie, Junior 
Deacon; James Phelps, P.M., Meadville Lodge No. 408, Junior Master 
of Ceremonies; Candidate Youngs; Lawrence Zeiser, P.M., Tyrian 
Lodge No. 362, Erie, Chaplain; James Laird, Lawrence Lodge No. 
708, Erie, Pursuivant; and Andrew Pierce, P.M., Commonwealth 
Lodge No. 695, Erie, Senior Deacon. Back - Arthur Makynen, P.M., 
Tyrian Lodge, Guide; Dona ld Adams, P.M., Tyrian Lodge, Junior 
Warden; Larry Shelhammer, J.W., Oasis Lodge No. 416, Edinboro, 
Worshipful Ma ster; Paul Masters, J.W., Perry Lodge, Senior Warden; 
Richard Hanks, Penry Lodge, Senio r Master of Ceremonies; and Jack 
Gilbert, P.M., Perry Lodge, alternate. 

---------~---------

More than 250 people enjoyed the fourth annual community pig 
roast hosted by Plum Creek-Samuel Hamilton Lodge No. 799, 
Pittsburgh. The Lodge officers, shown ready to roast the pig, are 
(l-r): Joseph Connors, Anthony Anker, P.D.D.G.M. Vern Henry, 
Ronald Johnston, 54th D.D.G.M. William M. Kratzenberg, George 
Boehm, W.M. Robert Geiger, James Rainey, and Richard McKee. 

Erie Soap Box Derby Runs 
On Efforts of Area Masons 

Erie's "All American Soap Box Derby" is a great summer event 
for the community and for Masonry in the area. For the third 
year, ten lodges of the 24th Masonic District, Scottish Rite, and 
York Rite Bodies provided funding and workers. Also, Grotto, 
Tall Cedars, and Rainbow Girls contributed to the staging of 
the races on July 6. 

Bro. Gerald Dobmeier, the Derby Director, reported that 39 
children competed in this year's race and 18 physically/men­
tally challenged children participated in the special division. 
"The Derby improves each year because of the dedicated work 
of the brethren ... more important than financial assistance 
was ... more than 75 brethren who helped the day of the 
race," Dobmeier said. Masonry was impressively displayed on 
race day as the contestants and derby staff wore tee-shirts fea­
turing the square and compasses. Erepa Grotto Pipe and Drum 
Unit paraded along the route of the race. Erie Rainbow for 
Girls ran a concession stand from a trailer donated by the Tall 
Cedars and raised $300 for their activities. 

D.D.G.M. J. Robert Taylor explained: "Four years ago 
Dobmeier contacted me and asked if the Fraternity might be 
willing to help with the race. He was using his own money 
and was having a difficult time getting enough help. This is 
our third year of sponsorship and the race and publicity are 
growing." 

Sporting the square 
and compasses on the 
front and "Just Say 
No" bumper stickers 
on the sides, a racer 
prepares for a run 
down the track in a 
Special Division heat 
of the Erie Soap Box 
De rby. York Rite 
brethren built special 
racers to hold an adult 
and a child. 

Two competitors get last-minute instructions as they get set to roU off 
the starting ramp in their heat of the Erie All American Soap Box 
Derby. 
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PA Amaranth's $56,876 
Spearheads $300,000 

Diabetes Research Fund 
The Grand Court of Pennsylvania, Order of the 
Amaranth, in 1995-1996 raised $56,876.45 to 
spearhead a significant donation for diabetes 
research, accomplished under the leadership of 
Grand Royal Matron Ruth Nancie Hartman and 
Grand Royal Patron George Clapper, Jr .. 

The Supreme Council of the Order of the 
Amaranth, through the Amaranth Diabetes 
Foundation, presented more than $300,000 at 
the recent 99th Assembly in Hershey to the 
American Diabetes Foundation to continue its 
efforts to eliminate the disease and its resulting 
complications. 

In 1979, Amaranth adopted the charity and 
mobilized its membership to work for the pre­
vention and cure of diabetes. All moneys raised 
go directly to diabetes research through the 
American Diabetes Association, which reviews 
and selects the research scientists to be funded. 
Last year, Pennsylvania again had a research 
grant which was awarded to Dr. Weiye Li, of the 
Medical College of Pennsylvania and 
Hahnemann University (now Allegheny 
University). Dr. Li, an ophthalmologist and bio­
chemist, has devoted more than 16 years to dia­
betes research, focusing on the prevention of 
diabetic retinopathy and the treatment of new 
blood vessel growth once retinopathy has 
begun. 

Through the efforts of the Order of the 
Amaranth researchers have developed a non­
invasive model glucose sensor that measures 
blood glucose through the finger. By directing 
an infrared laser beam at the finger and mea­
suring the light absorbed, scientists can mea­
sure blood sugar levels. One day, this technique 
will make the finger-prick test a thing of the 
past, and end the need for persons with dia­
betes to draw blood every time they test 
themselves. 

Honored Lady Sara Ann Seibert, Supreme Royal 
Matron, reacts with joy as she presents a check 
to John H. Graham, President of the American 
Diabetes Association, during the Annual 
Assembly in Hershey. 

The Ahimon Rezon Addresses 
Information on the Internet 

Surfing the Internet is a technological pastime toward the twenty-first century. Today, 

it is the place where one can learn more about almost anything. 

There are Grand Lodges that have home pages and have placed information about 

the fraternity on the "Web." There a lso are lodges and individual Masons placing and 

exchanging information about the Fraternity; but those who do so in Pennsylvania 

need to abide by recognized rules and regulations. 

In Article 17.5 of the Ahiman Rezon it is stated: 

"No Lodge o r Brother is permitted to print or publish or cause to be printed or pub­

lished, the whole or any pa rt of the proceedings of any Lodge or the Grand Lodge, 

nor shall any Brother publish any work, or discourse, relative to Freemasonry, without 

previously obtaining the consent of the Grand Master . . .. " 

The Grand Master recognizes that there are many fine pieces of information being 

developed for use on the Inte rnet. He said , "We should take advantage of the mod­

ern medium, but we must remember there are those who publish incorrect information 

and we do not want that to happen. I also must remind the brethre n that any thing 

that is to be published, whether in print or electronically, requires the approval of the 

Grand Master. If rules and regulations are not followed , the offender is subject to the 

laws of the Grand Lodge." 

Grand Master Weisser has discussed the interest of Grand Lodge in facilitating 

Freemasons' ability to communicate a nd be informed through the benefits of modern 

technology. He indicated that Grand Lodge is considering the fo rmatio n of a squa re 

club for those Freemasons interested in using a web site. 

Three Students Receive Stenberg Scholarships 
Three Pennsylvania students were 
selected this year to receive R.W. Past 

Grand Master Carl W. Stenberg, Jr. 

Scholarships. Each recipient is eligi­

ble to receive up to $1 ,000 per year 

for as many as four years of post-high 

school education . 

Receiving these scholarships are: 

Suzanne Durle r of New Florence; 

Jennifer Doyle of Beaver Springs; and 

Jennifer Lalli of Erie. 

The recipients were selected from 

among 17 finalists out of 47 applica­

tions. Each applicant for a Stenberg 
scholarship must have completed a 

Student Assistance Program and have 

been recommended by his or he r 
school's S.A. P. team. Since the fund 
was established in 1993, 14 scholar­

ships have been awarded. O ne of the 

scholarships is being funded by the 

13th Masonic District School of 

Instruction. 

The 30th Masonic D.D.G.M. Richard J. 
Stemmler presents the R.W .P.G.M. Carl W . 

Ste nberg schola rship check to Suzanne 

Durler of New Florence who will be attend­

ing the Acad emy of Culi nary Arts a t 

India na University of Pe nnsylvania. 
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Jenkintown Lodges Send Officer to D&A Session 

The three Masonic lodges that meet in Jenkintown joined to sponsor 

Abington Township police officer John W. Lyons to the national 

D.A.R.E. {Drug Abuse Resistance Education) Conference in St. Louis, 

Aug. 7-9. Concordia Lodge No. 67, Mitchell Lodge No. 296, and 

Friendship-Williamson Lodge No. 400 donated $900 through the 

C.A.P.T. {Citizens and Police Together) fund. Along with the lodges' 

officers, Bros. Dale H. Fera, D.D.G.M. for District E, and Joseph W. 

Witte, Director of the Masonic Foundation - D&A {to right of 

"D.A. R.E." logo on the van) presented the sponsorship award to 

Abington Township Po lice Chief William Kelly, and Officer Lyons {left of 

the logo). 

--·--
Pulaski No. 216 Raises 5 on a Saturday 
The last Saturday in June was a banner day for Pulaski Lodge No. 
2 I6, Pottsville. Five brethren were made Master Masons, three of 
whom are a father and two sons. Furthermore, there were five sets 
of fathers and sons among the brethren conferring the degrees. 

Two degrees were conferred in the morning for Michael A. Weres 
(front, cente r) and Russell T. Dalton, Jr. (rear, left). Following a lun­
cheon , three degrees were conferred for the father and his two 
sons: Earle C. Kull, Sr. (front, second from right) , Earle Charles 
Kull, Jr. (rear, right), and David A. Kull, front, second from left). 
Shown with the new Master Masons are W.M. Evan H. Davis (front, 
left) and II th Masonic D.D.G.M. Henry L. Lesher (front, right). 

The fathers and sons 
who participated in 
conferring the degrees 
were: Charles L. 
McBreen, P.M., and 
james E. McBreen, 
P.M.; Harold]. Strause 
and Lee A. Strause, 
P.M.; Robert E. Davis, 
P.M., and Evan H. 
Davis, W.M.; Gurney 
R. Miller, Sr., P.M., and 
Gurney R. Miller, Jr. , 
Pursuivant; and Forrest 
E. Acker, Treasurer, 
and David Acker. 

The Worshipful Master began planning to raise five brethren in one 
day as soon as the ballots were favorable on six petitions presented 
last February. The sixth petition was that of his brother, Rodney 
Davis, whose degrees were conferred by their fathe r, Robert E. 
Davis, P.M. 

PA Masons Care 
Emporium Lodge No. 382 awarded its annual scholarship to 

· Mary Theresa Gaviock. The award is provided to assist a grad­
uating student from Cameron County School District in attaining 
advanced education. Ms. Gavlock will attend the Pennsylvania 
State University. 

Scholarships amounting to $6,000 from the William H. B. and 
\' Mary Stewart Relief Fund of St Alban-Swain Lodge No. 529, 

Philadelphia, were awarded at the time of the lodge's June stated 
meeting. 

Euclid Lodge No. 698, Harrisburg, organized and conducted 

1 • "Learn to Swim" classes for children and grandchildren of 
members and their families. There were six successive Sunday 
afternoon lessons at the Patton Campus of the Masonic Homes in 
Elizabethtown, conducted by a certified American Red Cross 
instructor. The lessons were structured so that members could take 
part in training, or just join in the picnic lunch that followed each 
class. 

Masons of St. John's Lodge No. 435, West Reading, and the 
· Rajah Shrine Computer Club gave back to a stricken fonner 

DeMolay member the ability to communicate. At I 7, Jason High of 
Birdsboro had been an athlete; but then he suffered symptoms of 
MS. In a wheelchair and legally blind, Jason was loaned a comput­
er and special keyboard by the state's "Project Uve." On his twen­
ty-first birthday, he lost project eligibility and the computer had to 
be returned. Neither Jason's mother nor his therapist were able to 
get the young man another computer - until one of them talked to 
the Masons. The brethren played a role in having a computer con­
tributed by Carpenter Technology Corp. (CarTech) and then they 
installed it in his home. The Computer Club purchased a special 
$400 keyboard with large letters for him. 

Cumberland Valley Lodge No. 3 I 5, Shippensburg, conducted 
, a successful community blood donor drive on August 8. There 

were 71 potential donors who contributed 57 units of blood. Of 
the 57 donors, 23 were Masons, 20 of whom signed up as new 
Blood Donor Club members. 

Two active speakers for The Pennsylvania Masonic 
v Foundation for the Prevention of Drug and Alcohol Abuse 

Among Children keynoted a "Drug Free Track and Field Day" for 
North Clarion elementary students. The full day of activities relat­
ing to being drug-free began with an assembly program headlined 
by the Dean for Drug and Alcohol Prevention at Clarion University, 
John W. Postlewaite, Chaplain of Hobah Lodge No. 276, Brookville, 
and State Trooper Jamie I..eVeir, Junior Master of Ceremonies of 
New Bethlehem Lodge No. 522. Also on the program was the for­
mer professional football player, Garo Yepremian. Postlewaite also 
is Chairman of the 52nd Masonic District Committee on Masonic 
Education, and I..eVeir is Chairman of Prevention of Drug and 
Alcohol Abuse for the District 

It was on Wednesday, July 10, when D.D.G.M. Harold R. 
·Snyder learned that a Mason and his family were in dire finan­

cial need because of the illness that had befallen him. Two days 
later, on Friday, after confirming the seriousness of the need, the 
lodges in the I 2th Masonic District had contributed more than 
$650 for his relief. 
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Thousands Enjoy Autumn Day 
Food and Fun at Masonic Homes 

An estimated 
6,000 to 8,000 
Masons, their 
families and 
friends thronged 
to the Masonic 
Homes campus 
for the Grand 
Lodge Autumn 
Day 1996 
despite overcast 
skies and some scattered light rain on 
Saturday, Sept. 28. Vast quantities of 
food were served and a myriad of special 
events were presented. The only loss to 
the dubious weather was the cancella­
tion of the sky-diving performance that 
had been scheduled for noon. 

Musical groups 
and entertainers 
performed at 
several locations 
throughout the 
day. Children's 
activities included 
spin art, a farm dis­
play and a wide 
variety of games. 
Children (of all 

ages) enjoyed the antics of magicians, 
jugglers, and clowns. More than 300 
Masonic Homes' employees volunteered 
to serve the thousands of sausage sand­
wiches,hotd~,beansoup,sauerkrau4 
drinks and ice cream items. 

The visitors toured the Congregate and 
the Independent Living areas to see 
the caring services and accommoda­
tions provided at the Masonic 
Hom~. There were tours of the 
Masonic Health Care Center, featur­
ing the new facilities that include the 
assembly room, meditation room, 
gift shop, library, therapy pool, beau­
ty and barber shops, therapeutic 
recreation rooms, and three Doors of 
nursing services. 

Audiovisual Programs from Outreach 
The Masonic Homes' Outreach Program 
provides information to Pennsylvania 
Freemasons, families, and ~riends . 
More than 200 calls are received each 
month, some from as far away as 
Alaska . 

Many people call with questions about 
personal care homes, long-term care 
insurance, low-income housing, and 
financial assistance. Many others are 
interested in acquiring general informa­
tion about safety issues, Alzheimer's dis­
ease, nutrition, caregiving, and fitness. 

If you' re interested in learning more 
about any of these topics, you can rely 
on the Outreach Program as a valuable 
resource. Besides pamphlets and book­
lets that Outreach distributes at no cost, 

the Program can provide informa­
tional videos to help one make edu­
cated decisions. These videos and 
tapes may be borrowed from 
Outreach. 

Examples : "The Quiet Touch ", a 
course in "caring" for caregivers; 
"The Prostate Puzzle", a video pro­
duced for men, their families, and the 
community; "Prime Fitness //", a very 
light workout tape; "Listen Up! Wise 
Up! Hang Up!", how to respond to 
telemarketing fraud; "Fraud and 
Other Con Games", help in avoiding 
common fraud and swindle schemes; 
and "Promise & Glitter", motivation 
for talented and gifted young per­
sons. 
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Caring For Each Other 

Masonic Homes' resident Sarah Harris 
(left) and her niece, Anna Davis, greet a 
child from the day care center during 
an Intergenerational Program. 

] 

1 
J 

Ground Breaking for Independent Living Cottages 
The Masonic Homes held a ground breaking ceremony on the site of the future inde­
pendent living cottages on Friday, July 26. More than 60 future residents attended 
the event, as well as members of the Committee on Masonic Homes and Masonic 
Homes' staff. 

The residents enjoyed a buffet lunch provided by the Masonic Homes' Food Services 
Department and music by the Dixieland Express band. The event gave the individ­
uals an opportunity to share in the ground breaking ceremony, meet other people in 
their community, and have their pictures taken with Right Worshipful Grand Master 
Edward 0. Weisser. 

The first phase of construction for the independent living cottages, which will 
include 36 units with varied floor plans, began in August for completion in the 

Left to right: R. W. Grand Treasurer MaNin G. Speicher, 
R. W. Grand Master Edward 0. Weisser 

CEO/Chairman of Warfel Construction Co. George Rakoczy 

spring and summer of 1997. The entire project could consist of up to I 00 cottages, if demand exists from members of the Fraternity and their 
eligible family members. 

R. W. Grand Master 
Edward 0. Weisser 

and 
R. W. Deputy Grand Master 

james L. Emette 

If you are interested in obtaining more information about our independent living cottages, contact the 
Marketing Office at 1-800-676-6452 or send in the coupon. 

Committee members participating in the ground breaking ceremony for the construction of the Masonic Homes' 
independent living cottages: (1-r): joseph E. Murphy, Executive Director of the Masonic Homes; D. William 
Roberts; Robert L. Engel; Williiun L. McCarrier; Dean E. Vaughn; MaNin G. Speicher, R.W.G.T.; Thomas W. 
jackson, R.W.G.S.; Carl R_ Rohr, Chairman of Building and Grounds Subcommittee; james L. Emette, 
R.W.D.G.M.; Edward 0. WeiSser, R_W.G.M.; Robert L. Dluge, jr., R.W.S.G.W.; MaNin A. Cunningham, Sr., 
R.W.j.G.W.; Norman A. Fox; Guy T. Matthews; and Raymond E. Tierney, Administrator, Independent Living for 
the Masonic Homes. 

'--------------------------------r--------------------, 

Masonic Homes Residents Enioy Special Summertime Activities 

More than 300 residents at the Masonic Health Care Center enjoyed fun-filled sum­

mertime activities, celebrating "Country Cookout Days," August 5 through 7, and the 

annual buffet theme night on August 20. 

For the Country Cookout (photo at 

right), the residents were given cow­

boy hats to ease them into the "coun­

try groove" as they entered the West 

Wing Assembly Room for a savory 

lunch hot off the grill. Many enjoyed 

dancing to the country music of a 

disk jockey. 

"Under the Boardwalk"(photo at left) 

was the theme for the third annual buf­

fet. The residents enjoyed such things 

as a balloon bust, beach volleyball, 

miniature golf, and dunk tank; and 

stands serving soft pretzels, ice cream, 

and fresh fruits. The "Paper Moon 

Band" played beach songs and favorite 

old tunes. 

YES! Send me more information on 
the independent living cottages at the 

Masonic Homes! 

Name: ______________________ _ 

Address: ---------------------

City: ----------------------

State: _______ Zip: _______ _ 

Phone: ( ___ ) _________________ _ 

MAIL TO: 
Masonic Homes, 

Independent Living 
One Masonic Drive, 

Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

L--------------------~ 
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New Ben Franklin Facilities To Open in November. 
A new Adult Living Center, Dementia Unit, 
and Transitional Unit in the Ben Franklin 
Building that has been under construction 
at the Masonic Health Care Center of the 
Masonic Homes' at Elizabethtown are to be 
placed into service during November. 

As part of the Masonic Homes' preparing for 
health care in the future, the completed con­
struction will assure the Masonic Homes' 
ability to continue providing quality services, 
unique programs and contemporary facilities 
for the well-being of the residents and the 
community. 

The ground floor of the building will house 
the Adult Living Center (adult day care). 
As health care moves toward providing ser· 
vices which allow people to live at home, 
the Adult Living Center will continue to 
provide a needed service for the residents 
and the community. 

The Center opened in August, 1995, and 
has been providing services in the Temple 
Dining Room. The new Center will provide 
for 41 clients with more services in a more 
convenient setting so the participants can 
live in an independent environment for a 
longer period. It will provide assistance 

during the day to working families who 
desire to keep loved ones out of a nursing 
facility and in their own homes. It will have 
three handicapped-accessible bathrooms, a 
first aid room, an activities area, and dining 
space. This is all within the same complex 
where participants can have direct access to 
all of the medical ancillary clinics. 

The first floor will provide two nursing 
units for residents with dementia. Ben 
Franklin 1 East will have 34 beds; Ben 
Franklin 1 West, 35 beds. All services will 
be for residents who have progressed 
beyond the initial stages of dementia, but 
not bed-bound. 

Ben Franklin 1 East, for Wgher functioning 
residents, will include a craft room to 
enhance programming capabilities. In addi· 
tion, both units will have different, but beau· 
tifully designed courtyards where the resi· 
dents may go outdoors freely, yet remain in 
a safe and secure environment. Both court· 
yards are designed to enhance therapeutic 
recreation and nostalgic memories. In addi­
tion to regular food services, there will be a 
pantry in each unit to provide a kitchen set­
ting where residents may experience cooking, 

baking and revisit happy memories. Each 
room will have a "nostalgia cabinet" outside 
the door where residents and their families 
can place items to remind each resident of 
something from his or her past. Tills floor 
will enable the Masonic Homes to provide 
care for 2 t additional residents. 

Ben Franklin 2 will be the new location for 
the Masonic Homes Transitional Unit. As 
health care moves toward the lowest cost 
provider services with the best quality out­
comes, the new Transitional Unit will be 
moving in the same direction. Residents 
who previously needed hospital care are 
being evaluated to see if that same care 
could be delivered at the Masonic Homes. 
The new unit will provide 5 t beds with 
each having piped-in gases, oxygen, air, and 
suction. 

The Transitional Program was started last 
February and currently provides enhanced 
services with infusion therapy, tracheotomy 
care, dialysis care, pain management, and 
specialized rehabilitation. Overall, the floor 
will be capable of delivering more acute ser· 
vices than nursing facilities have in the past, 
with a homelike atmosphere. 

--------· --------
~--IIOVING TO EUZABETHTOWN Job's Daughters Learn, Share in Child Caring 

The Outreach Program has helped countless people over the past two 
and one-half yea rs. Families in Pennsylvania, retirees in Florida and 

Arizona, widows and widowers in California, children in New Jersey 

and O hio, and many other friends of the Fra tern ity a ll a cross the 

nation have benefitted from the support and concern offered by the 

Masonic Homes' Outreach Program. 

How can a retired couple requiring different levels of personal care 

and wa iting for a n opening in the Masonic Ho mes' Congregate Living 

area, move to Elizabethtown together? 

Mr. and Mrs. Smith, (fictitious names) o Florida couple in this situa tion, 

recently ca lled the O utreach Program for assistance. Mrs. Smith 

became ill a nd needed nursing core. Her husband, continuing in reo· 

sonably good health, d id not need or desi re to move into a nursing 

facility. He wanted to remain independent and still be near his wife. 

Unfortuna tely, Mr. Smith's na me was for down on the Congregate Living 

area waiting list. 

The O utreach Prog ram resolved the problem by locating a n afford­

able, comfortable, and safe apartment fo r Mr. Smith in 

Elizabethtown, only one mile from his wife, who was receiving care 

at the Masonic Health Care Center. To fu rther simplify their transition, 

Outreach arra nged additional services including tra nsportation , 

physicians, senior centers, activities, a nd utilities. 

Mr. a nd Mrs. Smith can now spend time with each other every day, 

receive a ll the care they require, and feel content and secure in the ir 

respective homes. 
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Rose Snyder, Director of the Masonic Homes' Child Care Center, 
spoke to a group of Job's Daughters during their Summer program 
in July. The program, called "The Early Years Are Learning Years," 
showed the participants that "for children, play is a way of learn­
ing ... a way of life!" 

She demonstrated the impact that young men and women can 
have on the lives of children and how their knowledge of quality 
care can shape the future for children. Mrs. Snyder addressed the 
"dos" and "don'ts" of teenage baby-sitting. 

The early chlld care educator also offered the young women some 
insight to the child care profession, including the high cost of qual­
ity chlld care faced by parents, communities and businesses. She 
shared with the "Jobies" the commitment that the Masonic Homes 
has made in providing quality care for its employees' children. 

Job's Daughters and children from the Masonic Homes Child Care Center 
experience hands-on learning activities during a Summer program. 

DeMolay and Knights Hold 13th Brotherhood Weekend 
For the t 3th consecutive 

year, members of the 
Order of DeMolay and the 

Knights of Pythagoras 
gathered for a Brotherhood Retreat 

on August 23-25 at the Masonic 
Conference Center- Patton Campus in 
Elizabethown. The Knights of Pythagoras 
is a youth organization for boys sponsored 
by the Most Worshlpful Prince Hall Grand 
Lodge of Pennsylvania. 

This year's retreat was organized by 
Charles L. Saltzgueber, 
a member of Jerusalem 
Lodge No. 506 and 
Pennsylvania DeMolay's 
Director of Brother­
hood, and Edward W. 
Perrine, Worshipful 
State Director of 
Youth for the Prince 
Hall Grand Lodge. The 
weekend included 
brotherhood exercises, 

At the Grand Assembly session of 
Rainbow for Girls in Altoona, R.W. 
Grand Master Edward 0 . Weisser 
presented a Grand Lodge plaque of 
recognition to Michelle A Lake for 
her dedicated service as the Grand 
Worthy Advisor. 

interactive group activities, athletic com­
petitions, and ritualistic presentations. 

The keynote speaker for the weekend 
program was Dr. Bernard S. Proctor, who 
served as the 99th Division 
Administrative Officer of the "Tuskegee 
Airmen" in World War II. They served 
with distinction in the European Theater. 
Dr. Proctor was accompanied by John 
Grant, a Tuskegee graduate and pioneer 
in the helicopter industry. 

Scholarship 
Guide 

Available 
The ninth edition of the Masonic 
Scholarship Resource Guide, pro­
duced by the Pennsylvania Youth 
Foundation, is now available. It 
includes a summary of more than 
50 scholarship or grant programs 
provided by various Masonic 
bodies for Masons, their fami­
lies, and m embers of the 
Masonic-related youth groups, 
and in som e cases, to the general 
public. An application for the 
1996 P.Y.F. Scholarship is includ­
ed in each guide. To request a 
copy, phone 1-800-266-8424. 

During the Sunday morning worship ser­
vice, prepared by the youth leaders, 
DeMolay State Master Councilor Robert 
R. Nye, Jr., spoke of the importance of 
the retreat by noting that "the impact of 
tills weekend will be felt by each of us in 
the future. This weekend, we laid aside 
our problems at home to work, play and 
unite in a brotherhood which most 
young men our age will never do." 
Grand Junior Knight Shawn Jones added 
that "the lessons taught here are price-

less and cannot 
be measured . 
Thi s weekend 
has once again 
proven how 
good it is to be 
able to come 
together as one 
and dwell as 
brethren." 

Youth Groups To 
Present Programs 

Masonic youth groups are pre­
pared to present programs 
about th e ir organizations at 
Masonic lodge meetings. R.W. 
Grand Master Edward 0. 
Weisser has a sked that every 
lodge include at least one youth 
group program in the 1997 
schedule . For assistance in 
scheduling a youth group pro­
gram , use the Directory of 
Masonic Youth Groups pub­
lished by the Pennsylvania 
Youth Foundation to find a 
youth group near your lodge, or 
phone 1-800-266-8424. 
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DeMolay 11Pilot" School 

Members of Beaver Valley Chapter, Beaver Falls (above), visit­
ed the USAir Flight Simulator in Pittsburgh. In the program 
organized by Michael Murgenovich, 37th Masonic District 
Youth Chairman, the young men were allowed to take off and 
land a 737-300 jet plane to and from the destination of their 
choice. Chief Pilot Ray Zindell volunteered his time to make the 
day possible. He reported that there were no accidents, and 
that two excellent landings were made by the young men. At 
the conclusion of the visit, each DeMolay was given a USAir 
souvenir cap and decal. 

- - ·- -
Rainbow Provides Plush Partners 

The Rainbow Girls 
of New Castle 
Assembly No. 1 
recently gave 70 
stuffed toy animals 
to the local police 
department to help 
young children 
caught in the mid­
dle of a domestic 
dispute. The toys 
are being distributed from the New Castle Police Department 
cruisers. The officers will give them to children whenever they are 
present or involved in family incidents where the police are called 
to intervene. Police Chief Charles Abraham endorsed the idea 
and gratefully accepted the donation. 

Roxanne Scala, Worthy Advisor of the Assembly, chose this civic 
service project to help a lleviate the fears of young children in dif­
ficult situations. It will also help the children realize that the police 
are there to help, and that they care about the children. Scala 
attends Allegheny College in Meadville, and holds the office of 
Grand Religion for the Pennsylvania Grand Assembly. 
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R. W. G.M. Visit Climax To 1 OOth 
Anniversary of Valley Lodge 

A visitation by the R.W. Grand Master Edward 0. Weisser and a 
banquet on October 26 was scheduled to climax ten months of cel­
ebration of the 1 OOth anniversary of Valley Lodge No. 613, Turtle 
Creek. 

The 54th Masonic D.D.G.M. William M. Kratzenberg, reported 
that the lodge started the year with a very successful kick-off din­
ner. In May, members and their ladies enjoyed a bus trip to visit 
the Masonic Homes in Elizabethtown and the Grand Lodge 
Masonic Temple in Philadelphia. In June, 100 Masons - one for 
each year of the lodge - joined with the fire department in a 
parade in Turtle Creek. 

$2,000 Raised for Scholarship Fund 
The second annual sports banquet on June 20 in Honey Brook 
raised more than $2,000 for the John Gay Memorial Scholarship 
Fund to provide a yearly scholarship for a student at the Children's 
Home of the Masonic Homes in Elizabethtown. The fund is in 
memory of the late Past Master of Skerrett Lodge No. 343, 
Cochranville. Ed Stumm, P.M., Williamson Lodge No. 309, 
Downingtown, President of the dinner-sponsoring Chester County 
Club of the Scottish Rite Valley of Reading, presented the gift to the 
Director of the Children's Home, Gilson "Buz" Cash. Of the 
money raised this year, G. Richard McLucas, P.M., presented 
$1, I 00 that were contributions by Skerrett Lodge members. Art 
Mahaffey, a former pitcher for the Philadelphia Phillies, was the 
guest speaker at the event. 

Open House a Success 
Several hundred persons attended an Open House at the Masonic 
Center in West Reading on Saturday, June 22. The family of 
Freemasonry was represented with displays staffed by members of 
the Blue Lodges, York Rite, Scottish Rite, Shrine, DeMolay, 
Rainbow for Girls, the Masonic Homes and Outreach Program, The 
Masonic Library and Museum of Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania Youth 
Foundation, and the Drug and Alcohol Foundation. Brethren wel­
comed visitors to the lodge rooms and the nationally acclaimed 
Rajah Temple Chanters entertained in the Red Room. Lodges that 
meet there are: Lodge No. 62; Chandler Lodge No. 227; Teutonia 
Lodge No. 367; St. John's Lodge No. 435; Reading Lodge No. 549; 
Isaac Hiester Lodge No. 660; and Puritan Lodge No. 740. 

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP 
(Act of Oct. 23, 1962; Section 4369 

Title 39, United States Code) 

November 1, 1996, The Pennsylvania Freemason®: published quar­
terly at the Masonic Homes, Elizabethtown, PA 17022. Publisher: 
The Right Worshipful Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and 
Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of Pennsylvania. 
Editor: Blaine F. Fabian. Owner: The Right Worshipful Grand Lodge 
of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted 
Masons of Pennsylvania. Known bond-holders: none. No advertising 
handled. Free distribution averages 170,000 each quarter. I certify 
that the statements made by me are correct and complete: Blaine F. 
Fabian, Editor. 

PLAY BALL! 
R.W. Grand Master Edward 0. Weisser (left) is ready to throw 
out the first pitch before the Pittsburgh Pirates - Philadelphia 

Phillies game attended by 
more than 1,200 Masons 
and their families in 
Pittsburgh on July 25th. Kit 
Carson, a Past Master of 
Solomon Lodge No. 231 
and a member of the 
Pittsburgh Pirates' staff, 
escorted the Grand Master 
to the field. The Pirates 
won the game and Grand 
Master Weisser said, 
"Wait till next year!" 

Ten Regional Ritualistic Meetings Set for '97 
Ten Regional Meetings of the Schools of Instruction 

are scheduled for 1997: 

February 22 ... Uniontown April12 ............ Ridgway 

March 8 ........ New Castle April 1 9 ...... ..... Allentown 

March 15 ......... Pittsburgh April 26 ....... Philadelphia 

March 22 ....... .Johnstown May 3 ...................... Erie 

April 5 ........... Harrisburg May 10 ....... Williamsport 

SO-Year Emblems of Gold 
+ Twin brothers, John and James Means, of Punxsutawney 

Lodge No. 534, petitioned the lodge at the same time and 

were together to receive their degrees in 1946. This year, 

they were together to receive 50-year Emblems of Gold 

presented by 39th D.D.G.M. Frederick T. Hemphill. The 

twins were serving in the U.S. Air Force when they were 

made Masons. 

+ During a Past Master's dinner of Northern Star Lodge 

No. 555, Duke Center, 22nd Masonic D.D.G.M. Paul G. 
Mosch presented a 50-Year Emblem of Gold to 92-year­

old Gerald Rote. The open ceremony was attended by the 

recipient's wife, son, and grandson, who is a P.M. of Union 
Lodge No. 334, Bradford. 

Give a Gift of Life, Be an Organ Donor 
Masons Care! Masons are realizing that there remains a vital 
way to show their love for one another by giving the greatest 
gift of all - the gift of life. 

It is important that Masons, their families, and friends consider 
their ability to help. More than 43,000 men, women, and chil­
dren in the U.S. are awaiting life-saving organ transplants. 
Almost anyone can be eligible to donate organs and possibly tis­
sues. No age limit is specified for organs; though it is 60 for tis­
sues. Organs that can be donated are heart, kidneys, pancreas, 
lungs, liver, intestines, and at times, stomach. Tissues include 
corneas, skin, bone and ligaments. Heart valves and tendons 
also my be donated. There will be no cost to the donor or his 
family. 

If you would like more information, contact either the Grand 
Lodge Blood and Organ Donor club, the Center for Organ 
Recovery and Education (CORE) at 1-800-DONORS-7, or the 
Delaware Valley Transplant Program at 1-800-K.IDNEY-1. 

You can sign up easily using the forms below. Clip and com­
plete both portions. Sign and carry the middle portion and send 
the bottom portion to the Blood and Organ Donor Club, 
Masonic Temple, One North Broad Street., Philadelphia, 
19107-2598. Be sure to share with your family the information 
about donating organs and your decision to be a donor. 

r--------------------------------------------, 
UNIFORM DONOR CARD 

______________ have spoken to 
my family about organ and tissue donation. I wish to donate the 
following: 

Any needed organs and tissue 

Only the following organs and tissue: 

Signature: ---------- Date: ____ _ 

The following people have witnessed that I have chosen to 
pledge the gift of llfe: 

Witness------------- -----

Witness - -----------------
Place this portion in your wallet 

r------------------------------------------------- , 
UNIFORM DONOR CARD 

______________ have spoken to 
my family about organ and tissue donation. I wish to donate the 
following: 

Any needed organs and tissue 

Only the following organs and tissue: 

Signature: __________ Date: ____ _ 

Address----------- - ------

The following people have witnessed that I have chosen to 
pledge the gift of life: 

Witness ------------- - - ---

Witness ------------------

Detach and return this bottom portion to The Masonic Temple, 
One North Broad St., Phila.delphia, PA 19107-2598 
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ONS OF NOTE 
A. Campanella, a native of 

o st~ who has been a resident of 
Japan for 51 years, returned as a distin· 
guished guest of Sunnehanna Lodge No. 
7 42, Johnstown. He is a Past Master of 
Rising Sun Lodge No. 1401 (English 
Constitution) of Kobe, Japan. He also is 
an Honorary Junior Grand Warden of 
the Grand Lodge of Japan and the 
Assistant Director of Ceremony of the 
Grand Lodge of England. 

PiHsburgh, an asteroid n.AtWeen 
Mars and Jupiter named Brashear. 
They' re both named for a Pittsburgh 
Mason, the late Dr. John Alfred 
Brashear ( 1840-1920), an interna­
tionally known optical craftsman, 
builder of telescopes and an ama­
teur astronomer. 

Dr. Truman Kohman, professor 
emeritus at Carnegie Mellon 
University and a member of the 
Amateur Astronomer Association of 
Pittsburgh, who proposed the name, 
explained in an informational 
release: "Minor Planet 5502 
Brashear is a main belt asteroid, 
whose orbit ... lies between those 
of Mars and Jupiter . . . . Its diam­
eter is perhaps 1 0 to 20 ~ilometers. 
Asteroid Brashear was discovered 

The Masonic Legion of Honor Dinner of 
the Chapel of the Four Chaplains was to 
be held in the Grand Dining Room of 
the Masonic Temple, Philadelphia, on 
Oct. 27. Wtlliam E. Yeager, Jr., the 
56th Masonic District Deputy Grand 
Master and the Most Illustrious Grand 
Sovereign of the United Grand Imperial 
Council of Knights of the Red Cross of 
Constantine and Appendant Orders for 
the U.S.A., Mexico and the Philippines, 
was to be awarded the Legion of 
Honor's Bronze Medallion. 

Bowell, an astronomer at the Lowell 
Observatory in Flagstaff, AZ. Dr. 
Brashear designed and constructed 
a spectrograph which was used in 
the Lowell Observatory's first search 
for a planet beyond Neptune. 

An 11-inch refracting telescope 
made by the John Brashear 
Company between 1908 and 191 0 
at the request of Andrew Carnegie 
for the Carnegie Technical Schools 
(subsequently Carnegie Institute of 
Technology and Carnegie-Mellon 
University) stands refurbished in the 
Association's Nicholas E. Wagman 
Observatory. 

John A Brashear Loclge No. 7 43, 
Pittsburgh, was constituted 
Qecember 15, 1925 . . 

Satellite Libraries Started 
A satellite library is being started in a strategic 
location in each of the Masonic regions. A 
small collection of books that should be in every 
Masonic library was given to each of the seven 
regional libraries. The content of this core col­
lection was determined by the Board of The 
Masonic Library and Museum. The subjects of 
these books range from an introduction to 
Freemasonry through suggestions for talks to a 
biography of Bro. Frank S. Land, the founder of 
the Order of DeMolay. 

From time to time more books will be sent to 
the libraries by The Masonic Library and 
Museum in Philadelphia. You can contribute to 
their growth! If you have or know of books that 
need a new home, you are encouraged to 
donate them directly to the nearest regional 
library. The staff in Philadelphia has provided 
cataloguing for the core collection and will be 
happy to assist with cataloguing of items 
acquired by satellites, as well as any library 
questions. If brethren wish to request books by 
mail, they should continue to do so through the 
Masonic Temple, Philadelphia. Please call 
(215) 988-1933 to obtain a catalogue. 

All of the new regional libraries are slated to be 
ready to serve the brethren in the near future. 
They are: The Masonic Library and Museum at 
the Masonic Temple, One North Broad Street, 
Philadelphia 19107-2520 (Region 1 ); The 
Masonic Homes Library, One Masonic Drive, 
Elizabethtown 17022-2 199 (Region 2); The 
Masonic Temple, Valley Pike and Linton Street, 
Johnstown 19505 (Region 3); The Pittsburgh 
Masonic Center, 3579 Masonic Way, Pittsburgh 
15237 (Region 4); The Masonic Temple, 32 W. 
8th Street, Erie 16501 ·1350 (Region 5); 
Williamsport Consistory, 348 Market Street, 
Williamsport 17701 (Region 6); and Caldwell 
Consistory, 150 Market Street, Bloomsburg 
17815 (Region 7). 

Friend to Friend Event Features Antique Cars, Masons, Youth, Breakfast, and Tours 
Douglas C. Gotshall, the Worshipful Master of Cumberland 
Valley Lodge No. 315, Shippensburg, combined his interest in 
antique cars, enthusiasm for Masonry, and desire to pro-

their wives, and Job's Daughters from Bethel No. 16, 
Chambersburg, served breakfast to more than 80 per­

sons. Young men from George Washngton 
mote with youth activities in a unique Friend to Friend 
event for the community. 

____ ..... 
The Worshipful Master, an antique Buick owner, 
invited other antique owners to display their cars in 
front of the lodge building as a special attraction 
while breakfast was served and tours of the 
Masonic Temple were conducted. Lodge members, 
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Chapter, Order of DeMolay, Chambers-
burg, helped with registration and lodge 
tours. Masonic information, publica­
tions, and Friend to Friend brochures 
were available during the tour, as were 
a video about DeMolay and a display 
for Job's Daughters. 

National Memorial Arch Is 
Tented for Wmter 

The National Memorial Arch at Valley Forge has been tented for 
the winter while restoration work continues. In addition to the 
tentin g shroud, there is a large sheet ( 18 feet x 30 feet) with 
Square and Compasses painted on it which can be displayed 
from time to time. R.W. Grand Master Edward 0 . Weisser (right) 
and Dean E. Vaughn, P.M., the Arch Project Representative, are 
pictured in front of the tented Arch. 

Restoration work has been proceeding on schedule for comple­
tion mid-summer. Dedication ceremonies and a parade at the 
restored arch are being planned for Sunday, August 24. 

You can be a part of this historic project. For a donation of $5 
or more, you can have the following information placed in a time 
capsule at the Arch: donor's name, "In Honor/ Memory of' (if 
applicable), and lodge number or organization. (Please use the 
application form available from your lodge or the one included 
in the last issue of The Pennsylvania Freemason. ) 

All contributions of whatever amount, are tax deductible. Please 
make checks payable to: "Grand Lodge Charity Fund/National 
Memorial Arch," and mail to the Masonic Temple, One North 
Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 191 07-2598. 

Milnor Lodge 287 Roars Along 
In Pittsburgh Mini Grand Prix 

Milnor Lodge No. 287, Pittsburgh, raced a blue mini-car with the 
Square and Compasses on the hood through the city's Station 

Square in the 
Mini Grand Prix 
of Auto Racing 
on August 24. 
They didn't take 
the checkered 
flag; but, they 
added $2,000 
to the funds 
raised for the 
A rt hri tis 
Foundation , as 
did the 35 other 
tea ms in the 
race. 

The Friend to Friend banner and information on Freemasonry clearly 
identified the Milnor Lodge "pit stop" area. The Milnor Mini-Racing 
Team are (1-r): Seated - Joan Bergfelt, Ted Bergfelt, and Ben Bergfelt; 
Standing - Don Wertheimer, Bobbie Wertheimer, Julie Puhl, Mike 
Puhl, Brian Meanor, Sue Meanor, and Matthew Bergfelt. Missing from 
the picture are Bob Watson and Melinda Bergfelt. 

CORRECTIONS • The winner of the 1995 Masonic 
Education Media Contest was Brya n C. Wineberg of John W. 
Jenks Lodge No. 534. On Page 6 of the August issue he was 
identified as "William." 

Au!!Masonry: PA Masons On a Fast Track 

With more than 57% of Pennsylvania's Blue Lodges using 
computers fo r their lodges' business, it seems that 
AutoMasonry is on a fast track toward providing Pennsylvania 
Masons with a state-of-the-art information network. This will 
bring about an easier, faster and more efficient flow of busi­
ness for and between the 493 lodges and Grand Lodge. 

This summer, a segment of the AutoMasonry program was 
completed to identify the best software available for both 
membership and accounting. That will provide Pennsylvania 
lodges with easy-to-manage membership and financial/ audit 
data recording and reporting. 

The Detailed Requirements, Network Design and Prototype 
Testing segment of the project should be underway by 
November. During this phase, a group of 21 lodge secretaries 
(three per Region) volunteered to work with Automasonry 
and the software developers to ensure that all of the detailed 
requirements and capabilities needed to support business 
requirements have been included in their respective software 
packages. Their work will include Beta (prototype) Testing of 
the accounting and membership software to identify the need 
for possible modifications. 

• In the "Masons of Note" column in the August issue, it was 
noted that Elmer W. Herman entered his grandson whose name 
is Robert D. Herman, Jr. He was identified as "James." Also, 
Past Master James D. Quigley raised his son, Dearan Quigley. 
He was identified as Past Master Quigley's brother. 
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Election, Amendments, Banquet Set for December Quarterly 
Grand Lodge Officers and the Committee on 
Masonic Homes will be elected and action will 
be taken on four Amendments to the Ahiman 
Rezon at the Quarterly Communication in 
Philadelphia on Wednesday, December 4. 

The Communication will open at 1 0 a.m. 
Luncheon will be served. A Communication 
Banquet for Masons and their ladies will be 
held at the Marriott Hotel in the evening. 
Reservations for the banquet at $30 per person 
are required (use coupon in this issue of The 
Pennsylvania Freemason). 

r- -------------- , 
December Quarterly 

Communication Banquet 

Philadelphia Marriott Ballroom 
11 01 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA 

Name 

Lodge Number 

Address 

City/State/Zip Code 

Telephone 

Dinner Choice: Meat or Fish 

Enclosed is a check for $ for ___ _ 
reservations at $30 per tickets. 

Please make check payable to "Grand Lodge of PA," 
enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope and send 
with coupon to: 

David j acobs 
20 Rain Lily Road 
Levittown, PA 19056-2302 

L---------------~ r---------------, 
Communication Luncheon 

December 4, 1996 

Name 

Lodge Number 

Address 

City/State/Zip Code 

Telephone 

Please enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope and 
send with coupon to: 

The Office of the Grand Master 
The Masonic Temple 
One North Broad Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19 107-2598 

L---------------~ 

Amendments to be acted upon are: 

(1) - to increase the Initiation Fee to 
Grand Lodge by $25. The increase is need­
ed to fund the operations of Grand Lodge 
which have been heavily impacted by 
steadily rising inflation, along with mem­
bership decline. Grand Lodge operations 
are not tax-exempt (50 1 c[3]) activities and 
as such receive no contributions. 

(2) -to dissolve The Pennsylvania Masonic 
Foundation for Leadership and Manage­
ment, Inc. On December 28, 1995, the 

Board of Directors of the Foundation voted 
to dissolve the Foundation. 

(3 ) - to stipulate that a Mason cannot be 
suspended for non-payment of dues while 
Masonic charges are pending against him. 

(4) - to approve the creation of Spanish­
speaking lodges. R.W. Grand Master Edward 
0. Weisser noted the opportunities in this 
era of cultural development to establish 
Spanish-speaking lodges. Pennsylvania has 
had German-speaking lodges since the 
beginning of the 19th century. 

GRAND LODGE OF F REE AND ACCEPTED MASONS 

OF PENNSYLVANIA 

Masonic Temple 

OFFICE OF THE GRAND SECRETARY 

Philadelphia 19107 

Philadelphia, October 1, A.D. 1996, AL 5996 

The Members of the Grand Lodge are requested to attend : 

The Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania in the Masonic Temple, One North Broad 
Street, Philadelphia, Wednesday, December 4, 1996 at 10:00 o'clock, A.M., at which the Grand Officers and 
Committee on Masonic Homes will be elected_ 

Action will be had upon the following proposed Amendments to the Ahiman Rezon. 

Amendment No. 1 
Increase in Grand Lodge Fees 

Item 6 under Article 10.01 shall be amended so that as amended the same shall read: 

6. Dues and Fees of Subordinate Lodge, viz: Grand Lodge dues annually for each Member who was a Life 
Member on December 7, 1955 ...................................... ................ ..... ....... ... ....... ....... ........... .... $ 2.00 

Grand Lodge dues annually for all other Members ...................................... ............................ $ 12.00 

The Subordinate Lodge shall be relieved from payment of any Grand Lodge dues for any Member whose 
Lodge dues are remitted because of the inability of such Member to pay his Lodge dues, or where the 
Lodge dues are remitted because he has been a Mason in good standing for 50 or more years; provided 
such Lodge action in either case is by Resolution duly certified as such to the Grand Secretary. 

Fee for each initiation, or admission of a Brother from a Lodge 
of another Jurisdiction ...................................... ..................... ........ ... .................. ..................... $125.00 

Amendment No. 2 
Leadership and Management Foundation 

Whereas, The Pennsylvania Masonic Foundation for Leadership and Management, Inc. was incorporated in 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania with the Department of State as of January 4, 1993; and 

Whereas, at the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Foundation held December 28, 1995, it was unani­
mously agreed to dissolve the aforesaid Foundation; 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that Section 13.44 of the Ahiman Rezon shall be removed therefrom_ 

Amendment No. 3 
No Suspension for Non-Payment of Dues While Masonic Charges Pending 

Be it hereby resolved that Article 19.06 of the Ahiman Rezon shall be amended so that as amended the same 
shall read as follows: 

"19.06. A Member of a Lodge ceases to be such by expulsion, suspension or resignation_ But no Member shall 
be permitted to resign and withdraw from membership, until his dues have been paid or remitted by his Lodge, or 
while charges are pending against him, and a Member of a Lodge shall not be suspended for non-payment of dues 
while subject to Masonic charges." 

Amendment No. 4 
Spanish Language Lodge 

Be it hereby resolved that the first paragraph of Article 21 .01 of the Ahiman Rezon shall be amended so that 
as amended the same shall read as follows: 

"21.01. The requisite qualifications for initiation and membership in a Lodge are that the petitioner shall be a man, 
free born, of mature age, of good Masonic report, able to earn a livelihood for himself and family, read and write 
the English language; except in Lodges which have been warranted to work in the German language or in the 
Spanish language, where the petitioner must be able to read and write the German language or the Spanish lan­
guage, and perform the work of a Member in a Lodge. He must be unbiased by improper solicitation and uninflu­
enced by mercenary or other improper motives_ He shall have been a bona fide resident of this Jurisdiction for at 
least one year prior to the presentation of his petition; provided, however, that a bona fide resident of another 
Jurisdiction who is desirous of presenting a petition for initiation and membership to a Lodge within this 
Jurisdiction may present such petition, but no action can be taken on same by the Lodge, until a Waiver of 
Jurisdiction has been obtained by the Grand Master from the Grand Lodge of the Jurisdiction in which the peti­
tioner resides." 

Thomas W. Jackson, Grand Secretary 
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Why you joined Freemasonry. .. 

By Bro. Thomas W. Jackson 
R.W. Grand Secretary 

My Brothers: 

No one joins any organization without 
some reason for doing so, be it a 
church, a social club, a civic organiza­
tion, a union, or any other. A reason 
was there. Have you ever given time 
to think about why you joined 
Freemasonry? 

In some cases it might have been a 
passive reason, i.e., affiliation with 
the same religion and church in 
which you were raised. In others, an 
active stimulus might have been the 
factor, as in a political affiliation, but 
the cause was there. Now, my 
Brothers, why did you become mem­
bers of our Craft? 

Some years ago, an old man was being 
honored for having been a Freemason 
for 70 years. When asked to respond 
that night, he said that when he was a 
boy growing up near a small village be 
observed a group of men in the com­
munity w ho were leaders with out­
standing reputation and character. He 
learned that these me n were 
Freemasons, and because of them he 
reasoned that Masonry must be good 
and set his sights on becoming a 
Freemason. 

I just finished reading the new book, 
Revolutionary Brotherhood by Steven 
C. Bullock, which emphasized reasons 
for joining Freemasonry during more 
than 1 00 years of American history. I 
was somewhat amazed to learn the 
changes Freemasonry went through 
during those years, not only in its 
structural composition and operation 
but also in its emphasis on different 
aspects of its operation. I knew that 
the Craft was not static; but I did not 
know enough of its evolution which, 

in turn, produced different stimuli 
for affiliation. 

One constant denominator that did 
not vary, however, through all its 
evolution was the emphasis on the 
quality of its membership, which in 
turn, probably has been the primary 
reason for most affiliations. 

Today we are greatly concerned 
with the decline in our member­
ship. Yet by the simple practice of 
Freemasonry, we would aid in the 
reduction of declining membership. 

If we became a Freemason with no 
mercenary or other improper 
motive, as we said we did; and, if 
we truly have made an effort to 
understand our obligation then we 
would know that we owe to the 
past, and comprehend our obliga­
tion to the future. 

Our late Brother johann Wolfgang 
Von Goethe, the great German 
author and philosopher, many years 
ago wrote, "That which has been 
bequeathed to us must be earned 
anew if we would possess it." It 
would be well to remember that. 

I wonder how many small boys are 
watching us and reasoning that 
Masonry must be good and by that 
observation and reasoning are set­
ting their sights on becoming 
Freemasons. 

Correction from my last article 
the name "Lajos Kusata" should 

have been "Lajos Kossuth". 

Every Pennsylvania Mason Is 
On The Friend to Friend Team 

There's a team of more than 150,000 
Friend to Friend ambassadors across 
the state since every Pennsylvania 
Mason residing in the Jurisdiction was 
mailed his personal copy of the enlight­
ening video about Freemasonry, The 
World's Premier Men's Organization_ 
You' re on the team, so first enjoy the 
video yourself; but then, be sure your 
good friends get to see it, too. 

The videotape makes it easy for every 
Mason to speak about Friend to Friend. 
As R.W. Grand Master Edward 0 . 
Weisser said, "You' ll find this to be a 
wonderful way to do a friend a favor. 
It's the best tool you can use to let your 
friends know what Freemasonry is all 
about." Just tell a friend that you have 
a video that you think he would like to 
see. Loan it to him and ask that it be 
returned to you. Then, when it is 
returned, you' ll have the natural oppor­
tunity to answer your friend's questions. 

This Friend Should Be A Mason! 

By Dennis W Dendler, 
Worshipful Moster - 1996 
Reading Lodge No. 549 

I have known this Man for many years, 

And I thought I knew him well. 
I knew him well enough, I thought, 

To trust him with my life; 
And to trust him with my life I could, 

And trust him well , I do. 

But let him know of Brotherhood, 
I thought I never could; 

And prayed to God 
That He would lead him soon 
To that light of Brotherhood. 

Now, Friend to Friend has set me free 

To show my friend the way; 
To know and love my Brother 

In our most fraternal way. 

To have your friend become a Brother 

Should make your heart feel glad, 
So show him how, and do it now, 

And help your Lodge to grow. 
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