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WHAT THE MASONIC FAMILY IS ALL ABOUT!

[The FoﬁowinLg letter was sent Aug. 2 by e-mail to James L. Ernefte, R.W. Grand Master, by
Pamela Caskey, Past Matron and Member of the Grand Executive Committee for New
Hampshire Rainbow Assembly.]

Te The Grand Master:

| knocked and the door was opened.

MATCHING GRANTS PROGRAM CONTINUED
¢ IN HIGH GEAR THROUGH THE SUMMER.

MASONICECHARITYGRANTS

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania

While the business operations of most of the lodges slowed during the summer, mony
of the members of the lodges were quite active in their communities. Across the state
Masons continue to exemplify the Grand Master’s philosophy of “Faith, Family,

Fraternity, and Community” through their active participation in the Matching Charity

Grants Program.

In only seven months since the program began, nearly a half-million dollars have
needs. As of Sept. 1, six Masonic Districts —
100 per cent lodge participation. Another 21
districts have at least 50 per cent of their lodges invo?ved. (Status reports and the
types of |odFe programs are reported on the Pennsylvania Grand Lodge web site ai

one ta assist in meeting communictr

1, 14, 47, 49, 52 and 55 — ha

<<pagrandlodge.org>>.}

Ameng the achievements, several outstandin
through the unanimity of efforts amang neig

Ronald Little, Jr., D.D.G.M. of the 49th Masonic District, reports that eight lodgﬁs ON THE TRAIL — In a ceremony at the West Newton
the

ong Run Road Learning Center

The District’s lodges that raised more than $23,000 for the project are: Aliquippa
Lodge No. 375, McKeesport; Stephen Bayord Lodge No. 526, Elizabeth; Homestead-
Amity-McCandless lodge No. 582, Dravosburg; Youghiogheny Lodge No. 583,
McKeesporf; McKeesport lodge No. 641; Wilson Lodge No. 714, Dravosburg;
Duquesne Lodge No. 731, McKeespart; and East McKeesport Lodge No. 765.

Another successful joint project was the united efforts of Melita Lodge No. 295,

ompson Lodge No. 340, Paoli, in District B, w?u
Miller is the D.D.G.M. When the two lod
Pennsylvania Chollenger Doy was going to be

Philadelphia, and

oined together to raise the mone?/s needed for the completion of @ playground at
[ or Exceptional Children. The Center is an integrat-
ed preschool for children of ages three fo five with exceptional needs.

community projects have been funded
baring lodges.

Main Access orea to the Youighiogheny River Trail,
Blyth Lodge No. 593, West Newton, presented a
check for $2,000 to be used to install a drinking foun-
toin there. The money was raised at a spaghetti din-
ner held at the lodge for which members ond their
families donated the supplies and the fime. Making
the presentation to the trail manager, Robert McKinley
(center], are (l-r}: William Kable, Secretary; Jerome
Ross, 5.W.; George Hott, Jr., D.D.G.M., 31st Masonic
District; Harfland Tarr, Jr., W.M.; Robert Jones,

ere John R, Committee Chairman; and Ecrl Greenawalt, Treasurer.

es learned that the Southeastern
ﬂe|d in Berwin and the Little League

“Field of Dreams” needed assistance and funding for two handicap ramps, the lodges were quick to lend a hand.

The two lodges decided fo sponsor the event, which hosted approximately 250 physicolly and mentally disadvantaged youths between the
ages af five and 18. Melita Lodge covered the cost far building the iwo ramps, and Thampson Ladge supplied the needed choirs and tables

for the event.

Those are just iwo of the more than 200 community projects to which lodges hove been donating their time ond financial rescurces as part of
the Matching Charity Grants Progrom. Other charitable contributions have been going to assist Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, children’s camps,
Little Leagues, YMCAs, community playgrounds, and drug and alcohal treatment centers, to name a few.

THE BUILDERS — Officers of Monigomery Lodge No. 19,
Philadelphia, went to the Habitat ?or Humanity work site
in the Germantown section of the city to present a contri-
bution. Making the presentation are (I-r) Brian Fegley,
5.W., and Edwin Schuliz, PM., WM., to Shelly Halloran,
Coordinator and Acting Directory of Habitat for
Humanity; Jon Hoffman, Construction Supervisor; and
James Chew, member of the Executive Committee,

BONE MARROW TRANSPLANT — Washington Lodge No. 164 presented
$11,134.50 to the family of six-year-old Jordon Lynn Wingate to help pay
for a bone marrow trans-
plant. Jordon {front, left) is
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
John Wingate of Shreveport,
LA, and ﬁwe granddaughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel
Martin, P.M. (front right}) of
Washingtan. Her nine-year-
old sister, Courtney R;roniL
center}, was a perfect motch
and the tronsplant was
accomplished in 5t. Judes
Children’s Cancer Hospital in
Memphis, TN in January,
Jordon was released fram
the hospital in May. The
lodge conducted o spaghetti
dinner and vidalio onion
sales to raise the money. In
the rear are {-r] David L.
Richards, W.M.; Wilbur E.
Meeks, Secretary; and D.
Everette  Plants, P.M.,
Treasurer,
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Recently, | was transporting members of Rochester Rainbow Assembly No. 11 in New
Hompsﬁire fo the Supreme Assembly in St. Louis for the International Order of the Rainbow
for Girls. Rochester Assembly is the home assembly of the Acting Supreme Worthy Advisor.
The girls, eight in all, wanted to attend Supreme cnncrsee Marsha preside. Most of them could
not afford to travel with the State {Assembly group) on Amtrak and stay in hotels. | chose to
make sure that all who wanted to go would, so we took them in my motor home and a van
owned by one of our O.E.S. members.

While in Pennsylvania, we had problems with the motor home — the new fuel pump my hus-
band {had) put in was defective and we were spraying gas all over the highway.

After being towed into Half Moon Valley ond finding out that the work could not be done until
the next day, | was wondering how I could put us all up in a hotel and pay for the repairs
and still continue on for Supreme.

I took a chance and called the nearest Masonic Hall to ask if they might have a floor that we
could all sleep on for the night while the repairs were done and we could be on our way.

| guess God was watching over us, because we were able to get someone at the Mosonic Hall
and Worshipful Master Donn Wonderling and Bros. Bruce Grinder, PM. ond Gary
Crownover, 5.W. came fo our rescue. We Eod no floor to sleep on, but they put us up in a
hotel, got pizza for us all for supper, and took us out to breckfast. Then, they showed us all
aroung State College while we waited for the motor home to be repaired.

Once the work was done, | went to pay the bill and the folks at the garage said the bill was
taken care of by the Masons.

F just want to let you know how wonderful the members of State College Lodge No. 700 were
to us and how much we appreciate whot they did for us. | will let our Grand Master in New
Hampshire know about this, and Supreme Assembly already knows.

Among the girls who were with me, only one, my daughter, had a dad whe was a Mason. |
want you fo know that some of the other dads are now thinking abaut becoming members.
The Pennsylvania Masons showed them what the Masonic FomiF)]/ is all about.

Sincerely,
Pamela Caskey, PM. ond Member of the Grand Executive Committee for NH Rainbow

Rainbow Girls from New Hampshire are
shown in State College with the Masons
who helped them {back, I-r): Bruce
Grinder, Gary Crownover, and Donn

Wonderling.

Acting Deputy Grand
Secretary

Donald L. Albert,
Jr., PM., has been
appointed Acting
Deputy Grand
Secretary of the
Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania and
began serving in
that capacity on
Oct. 5. A resolution will be presented at
the  Quarterly Communication in
December to establish the position of
Deputy Secretary.

Bro. Albert, a member of Euclid Lodge No.
698, Harrisburg, has been serving as Grand
Marshal for five years.

Testimonial For Two Grand Masters
J _"\_ _1._:5_ = “"! Bro. and Hon. Seamus P McCafery,

Judge of the Municipal Court of the First
Judicial District of Pennsylvania, served
as the master of ceremonies. Bro. and
Trooper Howard Silbaugh of the
Pennsylvania State Police ond on Aide
fo the Grand Master, offered the testi-
monial to Grand Master Ernette and
introduced him for remarks. Bro. John
R. Foglia, a Lieutenant of the New
Jersey State Police ond R.W. Senior
Grand Deacon, offered the testimonial
to Grand Master Bayer.

On the Saturday of Labor Day weekend,
several hundreci/ Pennsylvonia and New
Jersey Masons, most of whom are law
enforcement officers, and their ladies hon-
ored the Grand Masters from their respec-
tive states at o testimonial dinner in the
Harrisburg Hiltlon. Both M.W. Grand
Master Ross Van Ness Bayer of New Jersey
and R.W. Grand Master James L. Ernette of
Pennsylvania are retired from the state
police of their respective states.

The two honored Grand Masters (cen-
ter) are shown with the two-state
Testimonial Planning Committee (I-r): to
the left of the Grand Masters, from
Pennsylvania,  Howard Silbaugh,
Robert Plata, and Joseph Witte; to the
right, from New Jersey, J. Michael
Aaron, John Foglia, and William
Berman.
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