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let Us . . . Emulate Him and Show Concern’

Chilly winds whipped across historic Valley Forge as more
than 2,000 Masons, their families and friends attended the
Grand Lodge’s fourth annual wreath laying ceremony at the
George Washington at Prayer Statue at Freedoms Foundation.

Highlights of this tribute to a great American came when
Bro. Hiram P. Ball, R. W. Grand Master, gave the message
and, accompanied by Grand Lodge Ofhicers, placed the wreath

at the foot of the statue.

The public ceremony last Feb. 14 was conducted under
the general chairmanship of Bro. David ]. Godschall, District
Deputy Grand Master of the 6th Masonic District.

Taking part in the impressive program were the Harrisburg
Scottish Rite Choir, under the direction of Bro. James E. Saw-
yer, and the Concert Band of Rajah Temple in Reading. The
band was under the baton of Bro. William H. Levan,

Other Bodies participating in the processional included
Grand Chapter, Grand Council and Grand Commandery; eight
Scottish Rite Valleys; four Shrine Temples and representatives

of the Tall Cedars of Lebanon, National Sojourners and the
Order of DeMolay.

In his message the Grand Master told the gathering:

“It took one important thing—concern—to bring each of
you here before the statue of this great man kneeling in
prayer . . .

“Every American citizen must begin showing this same con-
cern if our country is to overcome the challenges of war and
world tension, hunger, pollution, crime and discontent . . .

“Bro. Washington was concerned with the issues of his day.
He committed himself to those things which meant the most,
whether it was on the battlefield, in the field of government or
in his personal life . . .

“Let us, my Brethren, emulate him and show concern. Let
us give of ourselves as much as he gave of himself. Let us

become involved and do something about the challenges our
country faces today.”
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